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Bethanga Primary School 
PRINCIPAL: Rachel Saunders 

Our Purpose We provide all students from Bethanga, Bellbridge and beyond with an inspiring and 

responsive curriculum to promote thinking and encourage curiosity. We nurture individual talents and 

needs in our setting underpinned by high expectations, quality opportunities and caring personalized 

attention in order for our children to reach their full academic and social potential. 

 

School Values RAPPORT – Respect Acceptance Persistence Pride Optimism Resilience Truth 

Term 1 Week 3 2023 
Newsletter published  

 Friday 17th February 2023 

Upcoming Dates 
 

Week 4 

Monday 20th  

Playgroup 9:30-11am 

 

Wednesday 22nd 

Foundation Rest Day 

 

Friday 24th  

Hockey Clinic 

 

Week 5 

Friday 3rd March 

VSSS23 Rehearsal 1 

 

Week 6 

Monday 6th  

Playgroup 9:30-11:00am 

 

Tuesday 7th 

Rob Gordon Parent Session 

1:00-2:00pm 

 

Week 7 

Monday 13th  

Labor Day- PUBLIC HOLIDAY  

NO SCHOOL 

 

Wednesday 15th  

Year 5/6 Camp 

 

Thursday 16th  

5/6 Camp 

 

Friday 17th  

5/6 Camp 

 

Week 8 

Monday 20th- Friday 24th  

NAPLAN 

 

Upcoming Staff Changes 

 
Although staff absences are 

often unavoidable, we will 

endeavour where possible to 

communicate any planned 

changes in the newsletter each 

week. 

 

Week 4 

Tuesday 21st - Mrs Saunders in 

Millewa 

Wednesday 22nd – Miss Sutton 

in Millewa 

Friday 24th – Madonna in 

Mudgee  

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

From the Principal’s Pen: 
Another week has flown by! It was lovely to have a relatively uninterrupted week – so much learning 

was happening! Thank you to our F2023 students and families that came to school this week for 

allocated 1:1 time with Mrs Smith. This time not only allows Mrs Smith to check in and see how each 

student is settling in but it also allows for some 1:1 literacy and numeracy assessment to ensure we are 

aware of every students point of need and can plan our curriculum accordingly. Students in Grades 1-

6 have also been engaged with lots of pre-test assessments over the last couple of weeks. Again, 

these assessments are tools to inform teaching staff what students know and what needs to be taught 

allowing us to individualise instruction to be meaningful and engaging. This assessment also provides a 

baseline for students – as agents of their own learning it allows them to create goals based 

misunderstandings and to track their growth as the year progresses.  

You are probably hearing the terms ‘Student Voice’ and ‘Student Agency’ used a lot and are perhaps 

wondering what they are? 

STUDENT VOICE 

Student voice is not simply about giving students the opportunity to communicate ideas and opinions; 

it is about students having the power to influence change. Authentic student voice provides 

opportunities for students to collaborate and make decisions with adults around what and how they 

learn and how their learning is assessed. This is known to lead to improved educational outcomes. 

Student Voice is evident when: 

• listen to and learn from peers and adults 

• ask questions to strengthen their understanding 

• share their ideas and opinions 

• actively seek feedback from teachers and peers to progress their learning and 

reflect on their learning experience 

• give feedback to peers and teachers 

• negotiate learning goals and assessment 

• respectfully challenge others’ views around learning and teaching 

• feel confident to contribute in meaningful ways for a shared sense of ownership 

STUDENT AGENCY 

Student agency refers to the level of autonomy and power that a student experiences in the learning 

environment. Student voice and agency are intrinsically linked. Agency gives students the power to 

direct and take responsibility for their learning, creating independent and self-regulating learners. 

Student Agency is evident when: 

• work with teachers in making decisions about teaching and learning 

• take responsibility for their learning and are, on the whole, independent and self-

regulating learners 

• negotiate and design learning that stretches their thinking 

• can track and measure their own learning growth 

• are involved in designing and implementing school policy and programs, and actively 

contribute ideas about student-led learning 

• display the capabilities, confidence and willingness to contribute ideas and make 

decisions about what and how they learn 

• reflect, take action and accept the responsibility that comes with being part of the 

problem solving. 

One of our Annual Implementation Plan goals for 2023 is ‘Maximise student learning growth and 

engagement’ achieving this goal will be evident through several data targets, one of which is to 

increase the positive response scores on the Attitudes to School Survey for ‘Student Voice and 

Agency’ from 75% to 80% by the end of this year. To do this, we are increasing the explicit teaching of 

what voice and agency is to our students so they have a better understanding. In addition, we are 

creating meaningful, authentic opportunities to increase Student Voice and Agency through 

leadership opportunities, student forums, goal setting and data tracking, opportunities for student 

feedback and contribution of student ideas both at a school and cluster level. Our students have a 

strong connection to our school and a deep sense of belonging so we believe that our focus on 

increasing understanding of voice and agency in conjunction with authentic opportunities being 

embedded into our practice will ensure this target is met.  

If you are interested in reading our Annual Implementation Plan, it will be available for parents to 

access after our School Council Meeting next week – please contact me to arrange. 

Kind Regards,  

Rach Saunders 
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Summer2009! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARVELLOUS MILLEWA GET CREATIVE! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each week we learn a new poem in class. In week 1 this was our 

first poem of the year called “Triantiwontigongolope”. At the 

end of the week, we put our thoughts together to create our 

very own imaginary insect. They are on display in our classroom 

please pop on in and have a look! They look spectacular! We 

would love to add to our poem collection. If you have a poem 

that you think we might enjoy please send it in to our classroom.  
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Local Babysitting Service 

 

Homework Club 
Each Wednesday, after school from 3:30-4:30pm 

starting in week 4 (22nd Feb) we will run a 

Homework Club in the Art room. This is an 

opportunity for students in Millewa to bring along 

their homework to gain assistance with any tasks 

they are finding difficult. 

Parents will need to book their child in each week 

to confirm staffing required by contacting 

Jaymee via email, 

jaymee.twyman@education.vic.gov.au  

Also, to confirm end of session arrangements 

(either permission to walk home, or pick up 

arrangements) Student may attend each week, 

or occasionally. 
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Student Achievement 
 

Congratulations to the students who were 

acknowledged at assembly this week for 

being active learners and making positive 

contributions to the Bethanga Primary 

School community. 
 

Billy: for enthusiasm in writing last week and sharing 

your wonderful ideas with the class. Keep up the 

great work Billy!  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Brianna: for the amazing effort you put into Maths last week. You were able to show an 

excellent understanding of place value by making two-digit numbers. We were blown 

away when you made the number 32 using three bundles of ten and two ones, well 

done! 

Annie: for such a fantastic effort at our swimming carnival and for supporting your peers 

all day. You are very kind, Annie! 

 

 
Movie night – 

Regent Cinema Albury 

SAVE THE DATE  

 
 

Friday 12th May 
 
This movie night and a corresponding 

Mother’s Day raffle (the Movie Night is 

booked for the Friday night before Mother’s 

Day) will raise funds to support our students 

participating in the Victorian State School 

Spectacular (VSSS23) this year.  

 

Further information will come out closer to 

the date regarding the Movie (sure to be a 

rom/com at that time of year!) and raffle 

details. POP IT ON YOUR CALENDAR NOW! 

Our goal will be to have a private screening 

(minimum of 70 tickets sold) with 100 people 

in attendance. Our fundraising goal is 

$1,500! 

Schedule notice of election and 

Call for nominations 
 
An election is to be conducted for members of 

the school council of Bethanga Primary School. 

This election will take place in conjunction with 

the AGM on Monday 27th March 2023. A 

Nomination form has been included with this 

newsletter (or can be obtained at the school) and 

must be lodged by 4.00 pm on 10th March 2023. 

 

Following the closing of nominations, a list of the 

nominations received will be posted at the school.  

The terms of office, membership categories and 

number of positions in each membership 

category open for election are as follows: 

 
Membership 

Category 

Term of Office Number of 

positions 

Parent Member From the day 

after the date of 

the declaration of 

the poll in 2023 to 

and inclusive of 

the date of the 

declaration of the 

poll in 2024 

4 

 

If the number of nominations is less than the 

number of vacancies, a notice to that effect and 

calling for further nominations will be posted in a 

prominent position at the school. 

 

mailto:bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.bethanga.vic.gov.au/


 

 5 Beardmore Street Bethanga VIC 3691 02) 60 264 263  02) 60 264 386 

 bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au  www.bethanga.vic.gov.au  

 Also find us on Facebook to keep up to date.  

 

GET TO KNOW OUR COMMUNITY 

 
                                      

 

  

 

 

 

 

I am a good friend because…    

 

 

 

I am a 
good 

listener 

Jaymee 

 
Cookies and Cream 

My favourite game  

My favourite Ice 

cream flavour 

Taboo What makes me a good 

friend? 

You are a really good helper around the school. Olivia T  
Thank you for being kind to me. Lucy 
I like how I helped you on the first day back. Olivia B 
I love you so much. Ivy 
I like you! Thank you for all your hard work. Nick  
I like how you walk past me and you always give me a smile. Jude  
You’re really nice. Everly  
You are a very good helper. Parker  
Thank you for always being kind to me. Evie  
You are one of the strongest people I know. I don’t think I could get through the day without you. I love how 

we laugh every day and you come up with awesome ideas! You’re just too awesome to put into words. 

Georgie  
I like you so much. Oliver  
You work so hard. Maggie  
I like how you help Annie. You are a bright star that lights up the room. Sylvie  
I think that you help us a lot. Thank you! Remi 
I like you so much. You are so kind and you are a good helper. Brianna 
I love you and you have a very nice blue dress. Olivia   
Thank you for helping me with everything and you are so helpful. Aleysha 
I love you so much. You’re the best teacher’s aide. You’re so nice. Ava.  
You are a great helper and very kind. Rueben 
You’re so nice to everyone around you. You’re always willing to help out. Olive  
You are so kind to me and others. Quinn 
You are a wonderful helper. Your smile lights up the room. Chase  
You are a great teacher’s aide, and you are also a good friend. Melody.  
You are a kind person. Billy Blackburne   
You are very kind and helpful. We are happy to have you here. Archie  
You are a great helper in Millewa. Angus 
You are so kind and helpful. You help me a lot. Amelia  
You are always there for me. You always do your best and help me do my best in everything! Happy Bucket 

Filler Day. Annie  
I like how you help me with my work. Hudson  
You are very nice and welcoming to new people. Jacob  
Love how you always help me and I think you’re very funny. Billy Bayliss  
You are amazing. Bree 
Thank you for helping me with my work when I need it. Denver  
I think I’m very lucky to have you in our classroom forever! You do everything with a smile and always seem to 

whip up all tasks like you have magical powers. Thanks for all your wonderful help each day. Miss Sutton 
You help with a lot of things. Thank you. Brooke  
I love you. You’re the best you. Hugo 
You are a fabulous helper. I don’t know how we would do stuff without you! Ivy 
What a beautiful soul you are! You are so helpful and kind and I appreciate all that you do. Mrs Hamam 
I can’t imagine our school without you in it! You are a power house- you do so much to support me and all 
of the students- thank you. Mrs Saunders  
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