Bethanga Primary School
Bus Travel - Conditions of Travel Agreement

Our overarching aim is to ensure a safe and happy bus trip to and from school. Bus travel is a
privilege that incurs responsibilities. All members of the school community need to be aware of
these responsibilities. All parents/carers and bus travellers (regular and occasional) must sign and
abide by these conditions of fravel.

CONDITIONS OF TRAVEL
To ensure the safety of all passengers on the school bus, the following conditions apply at all times.

To ensure safe travel on the school bus, students must agree to the following:
e Ensure you are standing off the road at all times when waiting for the bus and strictly no
playing on the road at the bus stop
Ensure the bus has stopped completely before trying to get on the bus
Make sure you and your belongings are inside the bus at all times.
Do not throw anything from a bus window or have anything hanging out a window.
Place bags and other belongings in the allocated storage areas.
Get on and off the bus quietly and in an orderly manner.
Stay in your seat while the bus is moving.
Do not distract drivers with screaming, shouting or unruly behaviour.
When you get off the bus only cross the road when the bus has left, and it is safe to do so.
No dangerous or flammable goods are allowed on the bus, for example aerosol cans.
Wear a seat belt at all times (where fitted) except for getting on and off the bus.
Sitin an allocated seat if instructed.
At the end of the school day all students must line up and wait to be told to board by the
bus driver and/or the staff member on duty.

To ensure students are considerate to one another and their bus driver, they must agree to:
Not eat, drink, vape or smoke while on the school bus. At the discretion of the bus driver, the
students may drink water (no cordial) on the bus in hot weather.
Use a standard conversational tone and not use offensive language or call out to others on
board or to passing traffic or people.
Listen to the bus driver and bus captain. They are responsible for maintaining school bus
safety and also have the authority to report any vandalism or misbehaviour including but
not limited to bullying, teasing, or aggression.
Leave your bike in a safe and secure place if riding to the bus stop. Department of Transport
and Planning and the Department of Education are unable to accept responsibility for the
safety of your bike.
Behave appropriately and respectfully on a school bus at all times as behaving
inappropriately places the safety and wellbeing of all on board af risk.

Non-compliance with any of the above conditions may result in the following:
+ The driver will stop the bus.
The offender’s name and full details of the breach will be recorded.
The offender will be fransported to school or to their normal drop off stop.
The breach will be reported to the principal.
The principal will take necessary action as guided below.




¢ Inrare and exceptional circumstances where there is an immediate threat to student safety
or the safe operation of the bus, and only as a last resort, drivers are authorised to eject
passengers from a bus.

Following the report of a relevant incident, the principal may take the action below:
Discuss concerns and problems with students.
Give a first warning (if appropriate) and move student to a new seat. Parents will be
contacted by phone and this will be recorded in the bus tracker.
In the event of a second breach of the code of conduct, contact will be in the form of a
phone call and a formal “Notice of Concern — behaviour,” which the parent signs and
returns to school. This notice is recorded in the bus tracker.
After a 3 Incident occurs, the student can be suspended from bus travel for a time period
up to the remainder of the school term. The length of the suspension will be at the discretion
of the Principal.
In the event of a severe behaviour, the student can be immediately suspended at the
Principal’s discretion. A formal student support group (consisting of the student, parents and
Principal) will be convened to discuss further action.
At the start of each term the warning system begins again. No previous warnings can be
carried over from one term to the next.

Responsibilities of Parents/Carers:
Ensure students understand all aspects of safe bus travel.
Advise the principal of any concerns.
Are responsible for transporting their children to and from the authorised bus stop and are
responsible for their safety while waiting for the bus in the mornings and upon disembarking
the bus in the afternoons.
Advise the bus driver if there are any changes to when students catch the bus.
Obtain permission from the Principal for unauthorised students to travel on the bus eg a child
visiting a friend overnight.
Wait on the same side of the road as the bus stop to avoid children having to cross the road.
Parents of students may be asked to pay for damage caused by their children to the bus or
other property and will be expected to pay any fines incurred for littering or having parts of
their bodies outside the bus.

Responsibilities of the Principail:
e Liaise with students, parents and the bus driver to ensure conditions of fravel requirement are
met.
Liaise with Public Transport Victoria (PTV) to negotiate bus routes and arrival and departure
times.
e Ensure students understand all aspects of bus safety.

It is critical that there be frequent and honest communication between the school, parents and
the bus driver. Concerns and issues need to be raised & addressed via the principal before they
escalate.

School bus travel is a privilege and not a right and consequences will follow a breach of these
conditions. It is understood that bus travel is provided and accepted on these conditions.




PARENT/CARER TO COMPLETE:
| certify that:

| agree to pay the costs of repairs or damage to the bus, or its replacement if totally
destroyed, caused by the vandalism or deliberate act of my child(ren).

| acknowledge that bus drivers are not medically frained and are not expected to perform
any medical intervention. In the event of a medical emergency, the driver will call
emergency services.

| will notify the principal in writing should my child(ren) no longer require fransport assistance.
| accept the authority of the principal with regard to student discipline on the school bus
service.

| agree to abide by the above Conditions of Travel.

| understand that if | or my child (ren) do not comply with the Conditions of Travel, it may
result in my child (ren) not being permitted to travel on the school bus service.

Name of parent/carer:
Signature:

Date:

STUDENT(s) TO COMPLETE:

| accept the authority of the principal with regard to student discipline on the school bus
service.

| agree to abide by the above Conditions of Travel.

| understand that if | do not comply with the Conditions of Travel, it may result in me not being
permitted to travel on the school bus service.

Student One Student Two Student Three

Student name:

Student
signature:

Date:




