Bethanga Primary School

PRINCIPAL: Rachel Saunders
Our Purpose We provide all students from Bethanga, Bellbridge and beyond with an inspiring and
responsive curriculum to promote thinking and encourage curiosity. We nurture individual talents and
needs in our setting underpinned by high expectations, quality opportunities and caring personalized
attention in order for our children to reach their full academic and social potential.

School Values RAPPORT - Respec’r Acceptcmce Persistence Pride Opﬁmism Resiience Truth

Term 1 Week 1 2025

Newsletfter published
Friday 31st January 2025

Upcoming Dates

WEEK 2

Tuesday 4t Feb
YR6 Leadership Day

Wednesday 5t Feb

F2025 Rest Day

Friday 7t Feb

NERSSA Swimming 3-6
Tallangatta Swimming Pool

Welcome BBQ 5-7pm

WEEK 3

Wednesday 12th Feb
F2025 1:1 Interviews

Sunday 16t Feb
Lake Hume Cycle
Challenge Support Station

WEEK 4

Monday 17t Feb
School Council @ 5:45pm

Friday 215t Feb
Hockey Roadshow

« g
Hoppy Blr‘rhdoy fo Owen
who celebrated his birthday
on the holidays and Parker
who is celebrating his

birthday this week!
g W

From the Principal’s pen...

We hope that everyone enjoyed the holiday break — a great chance to
recharge and prepare for the term ahead! It has been fabulous having the kids
back onsite, so much teacher preparation occurs over the holidays — it is
delightful to see the kid's reactions when they arrive on their first day!

Given this week was only two days for students, we will have our annual
Welcome BBQ next Friday 7t Feb between 5-7pm. This is a relaxed, outdoor
event. It is an opportunity to introduce yourself to new parents as well as
catching up with friends and teachers, clarifying information and asking
questions.

Remember that you do not have to wait for formal events to talk to us — we are
happy to catch up and discuss any concerns or questions you may have about
your child, their learning and our teaching. The best way to organise a fime to
catch up is to either message through uEducateUs, text message (0403983939) or
email the school at bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au

We look forward to a wonderful term ahead and appreciate our School/Home
partnership ©

MILLEWA 3-6
Mrs Baude (Jess)

MUDGEE F-2
Mrs Smith (Bailee)
Monday-Wednesday

Mrs Charleton (Teresa)
Thursday & Friday

Education Support
Jaymee
(both Monday-Friday)

Support Staff
Mrs Saunders (Rachel) Principal
Mrs Homam (Genn) Mental Health Wellbeing Leader
Anita Office Manager (Tues-Thurs)
Captain Pete (Pete) MSL Intervention
Arlo (emotional support buddy & mischief maker!)

Specialist Teachers
Miss Mills (Holly) Sport, Auslan & Creative Arts
Ms Earles (Heather) Art (MACC)
Amy Library (MARC)
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SCHOOL SAVINGS BONUS

Last year it was announced that all students
at a Victorian Government School will
receive a bonus of $400 to support the cost of
schooling. | believe that most families will
have received an email in December from
the Department of Education.

The email contains a unique code for the
$400 bonus and access to the School Saving
Bonus online system. A School Saving Bonus
email will be sent per child, so parents and
carers with multiple children will get an email
for each child in their family. The emails may
arrive at different times.

We have found that some families click on
the link and receive a message stating ‘this
link has expired'. This is the link to the website
that has expired, not your unique code. You
can access the online system (SCREEN 1)
using the above link and enter the bonus
code (different for each child).

Once the code is entered, you will see a
welcome screen (SCREEN 2). This is where you
choose to allocate the bonus.

Our recommendation is to nominate ‘School
Activities’ for this. The reason for this is that if
parents require support with covering the
cost of uniforms, we can utilise other funding
fo purchase uniforms (please contact me if
this is the case).

Once you have selected ‘activities’, on the
next screen, you nominate the amount to go
towards this (SCREEN 3). You will then be
asked to confirm it (SCREEN 4) and then wiill
receive confirmation that it has been
allocated (SCREEN 5)

If this nomination of funds process has not
been completed by 1st July, all funds will
automatically be rolled over to ‘activities’.

By choosing ‘activities’ and nominating the
full amount, it is added to your child/rens
account and then with each excursion (or
camp), only that amount is used and is
itfemised on your child’s’ account.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you
require additional support with the School
Savings Bonus.

SCREEN 1:

Ve
School Saving Bonus

* Parent or Carer's email

SCREEN 2:

Welcome, (Parent Name)

STUDENT DETAILS CURRENT BALANCE SCHOOL NOMINATED SUPPLIERS

Uniform & Textbooks

Student Name
Bethanga Primary School

$ 400

What would you like ta do?

l # In-store purchase l | © Online purchase I

‘ © View codes l | B View transaction histery |

SCREEN 3

School activities

School Activities

SCREEN 4
Tor e

School activities

In-store purchase  Online purchase | View codes

SCREEN 5
Tor

School activities

School Activities
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NERSSA - Sport

As a small school, we are part of NERSSA (North East Small School Sport Association). This Association comprises
of 10 schools (Bethanga, Talgarno, Walwa, Upper Sandy Creek, Mitta, Eskdale, Osborne’s Flat, Wooragee and
Barnawartha and St Michael’s). Being a part of a sports Association such as this means that our students are
able to participate in sports events with a ‘carnival’ atmosphere and friendly competition (opposed fo if the
events took place with only our own students where there may only be 5 or less students in each age group) to
motivate and inspire.

Throughout the year, our students in 3-6 complete in the following NERSSA events:
e Swimming
e Cross Country
o Afhlefics

In addition, we have modified NERSSA events for F-2 students in the following events:
e Cross Country
e Athlefics

Next week we will kick off our Sports Calendar with the first of our NERSSA events.

NERSSA Swimming Carnival

On the Friday of Week 2 (7t Feb), students in Millewa (3-6) will travel by bus to Tallangatta Pool (via Talgarno) to
participate in the NERSSA Swimming Carnival. This pool allows greater inclusion as it is only 25 meftres so students
not confident to swim a full 50m, are able to 'give it a go' with the shorter length. Ribbons and progression to the
District level only occurs for students participating in the 50m events. Events are not compulsory however it is
expected that all students from Millewa attend to cheer on their classmates - we encourage all students to
have a go in at least one event however no one is forced to swim. Attending this day will be myself as a NERSSA
committee member and Mrs Baude.

PARENT Communication

At Bethanga Primary School, we pride ourselves on strong communication between home and school. We
do this through:

Assemblies

Facebook Posts

Weekly Newsletters
UEducateUs announcements
Parent/Teacher Meetings
School Events

AN

ANAANENENEN

In addition to this, our parent community have an informal way of staying connected
through a Facebook messenger group. If you are new to our School Community, |
encourage you to reach out o an existing parent to be added to this (if you haven't
already). Alternatively, you can contact Mrs Haomam (Genn) who (as a member of
the parent community), can add you to this group.
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School
A ANk AHendance

FACT SHEET FOR PARENTS/CARERS

If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify their school as soon as possible on the day of
absence using one of the following methods:

1. Online: log the absence directly using uEducateUs.

2. Telephone: the school office and let the staff know your child’s name, class, date of absences
and reason.

3. Email: the school and provide the staff with your child’s name, class, date of absences and

reason.
Notifying the school of your child’s absence either prior to, or on the day that they will be away,
helps ensure the safety and wellbeing of children and will fulfil your legal responsibility.

Why do | need to notify the school if my child is absent?

Schools need to know when and why a child is absent and you need to know if your child isn't at
school.

From the end of Term 2 2018, all Victorian government schools are required to contact
parents/carers as soon as practicable on the same day of an unexplained student absence. If your
child is absent on a particular day and you have not contacted the school to explain why, the
absence will be marked as unexplained.

This system also promotes daily school attendance. Going to school every day is the single most
important part of your child’'s education, they learn new things every day — missing school puts them
behind.

What is your responsibility?

You are legally required to ensure your child attends school every day or you must provide an
explanation for their absence. You should let the school know in advance of any upcoming
absences or let them know in the morning if your child won't be at school. In order for schools to
implement the same day notification requirement, it's essential that you provide the school with
your most up-to-date contact details.

Generally one notification will be sent per family. Should there be circumstances that require both
parents and carers to be notified, please contact the school to make the necessary arrangements.
If a student reaches five days of unapproved or unexplained absence in the preceding 12 months,
and after it is shown that appropriate supports or interventions to assist them to attend school every
day does not improve their attendance, the principal may decide to make a referral to the School
Attendance Officer. This person is the Regional Director of the Department’s Regional Office where

you are located.
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