Bethanga Primary School

PRINCIPAL: Rachel Saunders
Our Purpose We provide all students from Bethanga, Bellbridge and beyond with an inspiring and

responsive curriculum to promote thinking and encourage curiosity. We nurture individual talents and
needs in our setting underpinned by high expectations, quality opportunities and caring personalized

attention in order for our children to reach their full academic and social potential.

School Values RAPPORT - RespecT Acceptcmce Persistence Pride Opﬂmism Resiience Truth

Term 1 Week 4 2025

Newsletfter published
Friday 21s' February 2025

Upcoming Dates

WEEK 5

Friday 28t Feb
VS$S$S25 Rehearsal 1-
10-2:30pm

WEEK 6
Friday 7' March
F-2 Cluster Day- Mitta

WEEK 7

Monday 10" March
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Labor Day- No School

Wednesday 12t March
NAPLAN YR 3 & 5 Writing

Friday 14th March
NAPLAN YR 3 & 5 Reading

WEEK 7

Monday 17t March
NAPLAN YR 3 & 5 Language
Conventions

Monday 17" March
AGM & School Council Meeting

Friday 215t March
Semester 1 SSG Meetings

‘Happy Birthday to Maggie &
Chase who are celebrating
their birthdays this week.

From the Principal’s pen...

Twice a term, we hold School Council Meetings. Being a member of School
Council gives you insight into the running of the school, an understanding
of budgets and expenditure, provides you with the opportunity to hear
firsthand any changes being made to how the school runs (before the
general School Community) and the chance to have your say in what you
believe is important for the school moving forward. Each year, elections
are conducted to fill the available positions on School Council.

Currently we have 7 parents on School Council with one of these positions
at the end of their term this year (this parent member can re-nominate if
they would like to contfinue as memibers of School Council for the next two
years) as well as two members resigning from their position. Therefore, we
have 3 parent positions available. It would be fabulous to fill all three of
these positions! The more parents on School Council, the better the Council
reflects the opinions and ideas of the School Community. | encourage all
parents — Mums and Dads to consider going on School Council. Your
commitment is two meetings per term (held after work hours). If you have
an elected position (President, Secretary etc) there are additional tasks
however they are not hugely time consuming. Parents wanting to continue
as or become a member of School Council can pick up a Nomination form
from the Front Office (or message me and I'll send one home with your
child).

At Bethanga Primary School, we are exiremely committed to the
implementation of the Child Safe standards to ensure our students are safe.
As a small, rural school, we already have a culture of caring — everyone
looks out for each other be that teacher, parent or child. As part of
Standard 1 ‘Creating a culture of Child Safety’ we would like to formalise
this Caring Culture by encouraging members of our community to
complete a Victorian Working with Children Check. We are needing to
update our WWC Register. If you have your working with Children, can you
please take a photo of it and send it through to me via email or text (or if it
is digital, send the WWC number and expiry date). By the end of 2025, we
aim to have at least one parent from each family with a current Working
with Children. If you would like to register for a parent session to assist with
obtaining a WWC please let me know and a date will be arranged to
accommodate. Currently we have: 12/23 (52%) families with at least one
parent with a Working with Children Check.

Have a fabulous weekend!

Kind Regards, Rach Saunders

ﬁ 5 Beardmore Street Bethanga VIC 3691 ©02) 60 264 263

& bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au @www.be‘rhonqo.vic.qov.cu

Also find us on Facebook to keep up to date.



mailto:bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.bethanga.vic.gov.au/

ANNUAL PRIVACY REMINDER FOR OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY
Our school collects and uses student and parent personal information for standard school functions or where
permitted by law, as stated in the Schools' Privacy Policy and the Schools’ Privacy Collection Nofice.

Our Photographing, Fiiming and Recording Students Policy Photographing-Filming-and-Recording-Students-Policy
describes how we collect and use photographs, video and recordings of students. The policy also explains when
parent consent is required and how it can be provided and withdrawn.

We ask parents to also review the guidance we provide on how we use Microsoft 365 and Google Workspace for
Education safely at the school and what parents can do to further protect their child’s information. If after
reviewing the guidance, you have any questions or concerns please contact the school.

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ privacy policy: information for parents.

SCHOOL COUNCIL SCHEDULE NOTICE OF ELECTION AND CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
An election is fo be conducted for members of the school council of Bethanga Primary School. Nomination forms
may be obtained from the school and must be lodged by 4.00 pm on Friday 15 March 2025.

We have 3 parent member positions available, each with a two-year term of office. Joining School Council is a
fantastic opportunity to support the school to provide the best possible opportunities and education outcomes
for students. If you would like any further information, please contact the school.
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Everyone has the right to be safe

and be protected from abuse. -
SUNDAY 2ND MARCH No one should behave in a way that = “
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© 9aM-1AM ARRIVE WIN including anyone in your family, ) ® ( P
® s

A PRIZE! anyone at school or anywhere else
It's everyone's responsibility.
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in the community.

Tell a teacher or any adult at your
school if you feel unsafe.

Adults at school must listen and
respond to concerns about
child abuse.

If you suspect abuse of any child

or young person, you have a
responsibility to report it,
even if you are not sure.

SAVE THE DATE

We have locked in a movie
night to raise funds for our 11
students participating in the
Victorian State School
Spectacular in  2025. More
details to follow but for now...
add this tfo your calendar and
start spreading the word — we %
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seat cinemal

FRIDAY 23rd MAY

Further information & resources
www.education.vic.gov.au/protect
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Student Achievement

Congratulations to the students who were acknowledged at
Assembly this week for being active learners and making positive
contributions to the Bethanga Primary School community.

Brianna: for her beautiful behaviour in the classroom. She is a
model student in Millewa, and has really settled in. Great job
Briannal!

Emily: for being an enthusiastic learner. Emily follows instructions and joins in with every activity. She stays on
task and tries hard to produce her best work. Emily is a great role model for her peers. Well done, Emily!

Maggie: for your enthusiastic approach to learning and developing your water colour painting skills. You
created a vibrant and happy self-portrait. Well done, Maggie!

Quinn: for her awesome effort in VHAP. Her independence for coming back in the classroom, working with Mrs
Hamam as well as the challenge provided for her has been amazing to watch. Great work, Quinn!
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Raising Healthy Minds Children’s Wellbeing App

As a parent it can sometimes be very difficult to navigate the emotional
ups and downs of our children. We question if their behaviours are age
appropriate or if there is an underlying issue that we may need some
additional assistance to help support our child, our family and ourselves.
Enter the Raising Healthy Minds children’s wellbeing app. This app is a free,
personalised resource which focuses on children up to 12 years of age.

Raising Healthy Minds gives parents and carers the proactive support they
need to address a child's wellbeing, behaviour and emotions, as well as
providing the latest evidence-based information around self and family
care. Covering over 30 topics with more being added regularly, the app
looks at subjects including anxiety, stress, work-life balance, bullying,
temperament, grief and loss, gender identity, shyness, depression, bonding
and exercise.

Parents and carers are important influences in a child's life, so being
equipped with reliable, easy-to-understand information about our child's
development and wellbeing can help us to raise confident, resilient kids,
who become confident, resilient adults. This is particularly important given
that, left unaddressed, social and emotional difficulties emerging in
childhood can become ongoing mental health issues later in life.

Raising Healthy Minds is for ...

Do you have questions

Health professionals Educators

Use the app as a resource Support children and
for parents in your care, by families with accessible,
improving their knowledge, easy-to-understand

confidence and capacity. infermation on topics like

self-esteem, anxiety and
neurodivergence.

about your child's emotions
or behaviour? Search by
keyword or topic and get
regular, practical tips for
supporting your child and
looking after yourself.

(i:

Wellbeing at Bethanga Primary School

As part of our commitment to addressing the whole child, at Bethanga Primary School we prioritise the wellbeing needs
of our students. This is done through explicit lessons, targeted small group support and regular check-ins. To strengthen the
links between home and school, we will regularly include wellbeing information in the newsletter so that you have a
deeper understanding of what is happening in regard to your child’s wellbeing in addition to opening communication if
you have any questions or queries. We will share resources and home activity suggestions with you along with relevant
external parent supports and courses we think that you might find interesting.

Co-designed with parents and
mental health experts and
funded by the Australian
Government, Raising Healthy
Minds supports children’s
social and emotional
wellbeing.

G

Raising Healthy Minds

Children’s emotions,
behaviours
and wellbeing

Download now

[=]arii[u]

[=]

- Gourioad onth
® GooglePlay || @ App Store

This AMAZING app can be downloaded from the QR code, Google Play or the Apple App Store and is

completely free. To find out more follow the following link: https://raisingchildren.net.au/quides/raising-healthy-

minds-child-mental-health

We all want what is best for our children and a little bit of help can go a long way.

(Source: Raising Children Network)

As the Wellbeing Teacher at Bethanga Primary School, | would love to hear from you if you have suggestions for
information that our parent community would find useful. Please don’t hesitate to contact me at

Gennifer.Hamam@education.vic.gov.au
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Hi, my name is Teresa Charlton, and | feach the delightful students of Mudgee class on Thursday and Friday
each week. Bethanga is a lovely school, and | have been made to feel very welcome by staff, students and
parents.

Mudgee Students have been learning about 2 and 3 dimensional shapes and objects. They can recognise them
in our classroom and in the environment.

Students have participated in the collection of information to make and interpret picture graphs.

We have had fun getting creative by making line drawings and learning ‘fancy’ words to describe lines like
horizontal, parallel, curved and diagonal.

Speaking and listening for week 3 was very popular, most students remembered to bring along an item that
could fit in their pocket. They were able to describe it and see if anyone could guess what it was.

The students of Mudgee have enjoyed reading and writing about our latest book Owl Babies by Martin Waddell.
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Get to know our community
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Queensland

. My favourite Ice cream A place | would like to
Brianna Something | am really flavour go fo

good at is...

You dre the bestest friend in the world. Liv B

Thank you for playing at the park with me. Liv T

You dre a very funny kid. Ollie

Happy Bucket Filler Day. | hope you have a good day. You are kind and colourful. Everly
You are a really nice person. Melody

You are a nice girl. Wyatt

You're funny dnd you have a funny personality. Parker

You are a good friend. Cats are cool. Maggie F

You're a 9000{ PGYSOH. COOPQI’

You are areally, really good friend. Ivy

You are a funny, kind person and you are a good person. Amelia

| hope to get to know you better over the next term. Hamish
You are so funny. Happy Bucket Filler Day. Jude P

You are a star on the roof. Nick

You are funny and kind and a good person. Anqus

| hope you have a good day. Jude B

You are very kind and you are super energetic. Sylvie

You're kind. Chase

You dre the best sister to Chase. Hudson

You always lighten my mood when | see you. Lucy

I think you are a good sister to Chase. Nate

You're a kind person. Billy

You look like Chase. Hugo

| think you look calm and | would like to play with you. Emily
You are my favourite friend. Happy Bucket Filler Day. Zach

You are a funny year three and kind and beautiful. Maggie P
You dre the best. I like you. Charlie

| like you and | think you are helpful. Luka

You are the best. Henry

| love being on call with you. | don’t know what | would do without you, even when we fight.
Remi

I think you are pretty funny. Tommy

| don't know much about you, but you seem nice. Heath

You re a good sister to Chase. Happy Bucket Filler Day. Danni

You are a great year three. You are very smart. You are a great sister to Chase. Owen
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