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Bethanga Primary School 
PRINCIPAL: Rachel Saunders 

Our Purpose We provide all students from Bethanga, Bellbridge and beyond with an inspiring and 

responsive curriculum to promote thinking and encourage curiosity. We nurture individual talents and 

needs in our setting underpinned by high expectations, quality opportunities and caring personalized 

attention in order for our children to reach their full academic and social potential. 

 

School Values RAPPORT – Respect Acceptance Persistence Pride Optimism Resilience Truth 

Term 1 Week 5 2025 
Newsletter published  

Friday 28th February 2025 

Upcoming Dates 
 

WEEK 6 

Friday 7th March 

F-2 Cluster Day- Mitta  
 

WEEK 7 

Monday 10th March 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Labor Day- No School 
 

Wednesday 12th March 
NAPLAN YR 3 & 5 Writing 
 

Friday 14th March 
NAPLAN YR 3 & 5 Reading 
 

WEEK 8 

Monday 17th March 
NAPLAN YR 3 & 5 Language 

Conventions  
 

Monday 17th March  
AGM & School Council Meeting 
 

Friday 21st March 
Semester 1 SSG Meetings 

 

WEEK 10 

Wednesday 2nd April- 

Friday 4th April 

Year 5/6 Camp- Canberra  

 

Friday 4th  

Last Day of Term 1- 2:30 

finish  

 
Happy Birthday Henry who 

celebrating his birthday this 

week.  

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

From the Principal’s pen… 
 

At Bethanga Primary, we love seeing our students engaged in active play 

during recess and lunch breaks. One of the most popular games in our 

schoolyard is down ball, and for good reason! This simple yet exciting game 

offers a wide range of benefits for our students, both physically and socially. 

Physical Benefits 

Down ball is a fantastic way to keep children moving. The game helps 

develop hand-eye coordination, agility, and reflexes, all the while keeping 

kids active. With the increasing importance of daily physical activity, down 

ball provides an easy and enjoyable way for students to stay fit and healthy. 

Social and Emotional Benefits 

Beyond physical fitness, down ball also fosters essential social skills. It 

encourages teamwork, communication, and good sportsmanship as 

students take turns, follow rules, and show respect to their peers. Learning to 

win graciously and lose with resilience are valuable life lessons that can be 

gained through this game. 

Inclusivity and Accessibility 

One of the great things about down ball is that it is an inclusive game. It 

doesn’t require expensive equipment—just a ball and a smooth playing 

surface—making it accessible to all students. The game can be played at 

different levels of skill, allowing beginners and more experienced players to 

enjoy it together. 

Encouraging Fair Play 

At Bethanga Primary School, we promote fair play and inclusivity in all our 

activities. Down ball is a great opportunity for students to practice honesty 

and integrity while having fun. Our teachers and student leaders help ensure 

that everyone plays safely and respectfully. To support our students in playing 

fairly, I have worked this past week with all of our students who play down 

ball to create a list of agreed rules so that everyone has common language 

for the ‘ins’ and ‘outs’ to ensure there is a level playing field (we are having 

these rules printed to support all of our students to enjoy this activity at 

lunchtime) .  

 

We encourage you to ask your children about their experiences playing 

down ball and even have a go yourselves—it’s a great way to connect and 

share in their school day fun! 

 

Thank you for your continued support in fostering an active and engaged 

school community. 

 

I hope everyone has an amazing weekend.  

 

Kind Regards, Rach Saunders  
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HOW TO PLAY 

1. In a four game, players are ranked: Ace, King, Queen and Jack.  

2. Each person stands in a square; rank is clockwise from the Ace. 

3. Before starting, players must agree whether or not they allowed to play a ‘sniper shot’ (majority rules). 

4. Ace serves the ball. The ball must bounce in the Ace's square and must be above knee height after it bounces. 

5. A player can hit the ball on the full or let it bounce once in their square. When returning the ball, it must bounce once only in the returner's 

square. 

6. When returning the ball, a player must hit the ball with a flat hand (no cupping the ball).  

7. Players can’t go into anyone else’s square but can step outside of the grid to hit a shot. 

THINGS TO KNOW 

• A Double Bounce or “Double B” is when a player hits the ball and it bounces twice in their square. If this happens, the player is out. 

• If a player hits a return and it goes into someone else’s square without landing in theirs first, it's called a “Full” and the player is out.  

• If the ball hits the line at any time during play, it’s called a “Liner”. Play stops and the Queen serves to replay the point. 

• If someone aggressively throws or kicks away the ball when they are out, they are banned for the rest of that lunch break and the 

next one.  

• Interference (resulting in replay) only occurs if a ball or person from another game crosses the squares (it can also be called if Arlo 

runs across the squares).  

• If a ‘sniper’ shot starts to roll, the sniper is out not the receiver. This style shot cannot be used continuously to target one player.  

• If it is unclear whether someone is out or not, the final decision a) player is out or b) replay is made by the Jack. 

 

MODIFICATIONS NOT ALLOWED:  

× Death match - continuous play between two players (excluding others) 

× ‘Played it’ rule – whether the receiving player hits the ball or not, if the ball did not bounce in the original 

player’s square, they are out not the receiver.  

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

We have locked in a movie night 

to raise funds for our 11 students 

participating in the Victorian State 

School Spectacular in 2025. More 

details to follow but for now… add 

this to your calendar and start 

spreading the word – we want 

aim to sell out the 130-seat 

cinema! 

FRIDAY 23rd MAY 
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Student Achievement 

 
Congratulations to the students who were acknowledged at 

Assembly this week for being active learners and making 

positive contributions to the Bethanga Primary School 

community. 

  

 
Hugo: for showing confidence and working independently to complete your self-portrait. You drew and 

coloured an outstanding work of Art. Well done, Hugo!  

 

Amelia: for giving it her best effort in leadership this week. It can be hard to lead when other don’t listen, but 

Amelia demonstrated her patience and kept persevering with the group. Well done, Amelia!  

 

Remi: for demonstrating excellent understanding of place value in Maths last week. You can confidently 

create three-digit numbers using the MAB blocks and did an amazing job with our ‘Greater Gators’. Your 

hard work and enthusiasm in Maths has truly shone through. Keep up the fantastic effort! 

 

Billy: for working hard in Maths this week. He has been learning all about eh renaming numbers and leading 

the group with great initiative. Great to see, Billy! 

 

Cooper: for his super effort in leadership this week. He was able to lead by example and demonstrated his 

great skills in diplomacy.  
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This past fortnight in Millewa in Maths we have been looking at place value and how numbers 

can be reorganised, regrouped, how we order numbers, how to read them, and how to put 

numbers on a number line.  

We have been using many hands-on concrete materials to help us understand the numbers 

and make them.  

Some groups have been drawing number lines on the basketball court, taking photos of these 

and then preparing power point presentations further enhance their understanding before 

presenting to the class.  

   

   
 

 

 

 

 
 

Reminders: 
Just a quick reminder to parents regarding diaries and entering information. To earn their 

free time, students must have read 4 nights over the week, this must be recorded (Book title 

and time spend reading or listening to an audio book) in their diary by themselves or a 

parent, five parent signatures, and five Millewa staff signatures. Diaries are checked every 

day, and free time checks are done on a Monday for the following Friday.   

 

If you have any questions regarding this process, please do not hesitate to contact myself 

or Jaymee.  
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 I am a good friend because…    

Get to know our community 
 

 

Olivia 

Doing front 
flips on the 
trampoline 

Something I am really 

good at is… 

 

My favourite Ice cream 

flavour 

 

A place I would like to 

go to 

Thank you for making a house with me at the huts. I like you! Heath 
I wish I had Roblox like you! I like you. Charlie  
Thank you for helping me when I needed a teacher. Luka  
I think you are pretty funny! I like your backflips. Tommy 
I like Axolotls too. You are a great grade 3. Remi 
You are the best sister to Emily. Zach  
I love you! Thank you for playing Roblox with me. Emily 
You are nice and you are the best year 3 ever! Henry  
I like you being funny, do you like dogs too? I like purple too. Maggie P 
Happy bucket filler day. You are so so nice and heart warming. I hope you have a 

wonderful rest of the year. Everly  
You are so funny and cats are cool! Jude P 
I like how you play down ball. Wyatt 
You have a LOT of energy. Ivy  
You are an awesome year three. You are great at reading. Owen 
You are a great friend to me. Happy bucket day. Maggie F 
You are a great friend and a kind person. Brianna 
You are funny and kind. Jude B 
You're a kind and good classmate. Cooper 
You have a very bubbly personality. Parker 
I love how joyful you are. Lucy 
I very much liked your stick hut and I am sorry it broke. Ollie  
I’m looking forward to learning more about you over the next term. Hamish  
You are a kind person. Happy bucket filler day. Danni 
I think you are kind and I can't wait to know more about you. Nate 
You are kind and funny. I like playing Roblox with you. Angus  
You are a good friend to play with at recess. Hudson 
Happy bucket filler day. You are super kind and caring. Have a good week! Quinn 
You are a kind person and a funny person and remember when we were stuck in the 

garage and when it started to flood outside. Amelia  
You are very kind and funny. You have a very bubbly personality and your smile lights up the 
room. Sylvie  
You're a great friend. Happy bucket filler day. Olivia T 

You are a good girl. Hugo  
You are so nice and caring. And you're so nice to me and everyone. PS short hair suits you. Melody  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Moe 
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