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Bethanga Primary School 
PRINCIPAL: Rachel Saunders 

Our Purpose We provide all students from Bethanga, Bellbridge and beyond with an inspiring and 

responsive curriculum to promote thinking and encourage curiosity. We nurture individual talents and 

needs in our setting underpinned by high expectations, quality opportunities and caring personalized 

attention in order for our children to reach their full academic and social potential. 

 

School Values RAPPORT – Respect Acceptance Persistence Pride Optimism Resilience Truth 

Term 1 Week 8 2025 
Newsletter published  

Friday 21st March 2025 

Upcoming Dates 
 

WEEK 10 

Wednesday 2nd April- 

Friday 4th April 

Year 5/6 Camp- Canberra  

 

Friday 4th  

Last Day of Term 1-  

2:30pm finish  

 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS  

Sunday 13th April 

Bunnings BBQ-  

VSSS25 Fundraiser  

 

TERM 2 

 

WEEK 1 

Tuesday 22nd April 

First day back for Term 2 

 

Thursday 24th  

Professional Practice Day  

NO SCHEDULED CLASSES 

 

Friday 25th  

ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

NO SCHOOL 

 

WEEK 3 

Monday 5th – Tuesday 6th  

Year 3/4 Camp- 

Melbourne  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

From the Principal’s pen… 
We've had another fantastic week at Bethanga! I want to commend the students of Millewa 

for their dedication and focus, even in Mrs. Baude's absence due to illness. Despite having 

three different teachers throughout the week, they remained engaged and committed to 

their learning. It's wonderful to see such resilient learners who adapt seamlessly to change 

without feeling disrupted. 

 

Earlier this week I help a whole school student forum unpacking some questions aligned with 

Sense of Connectedness on the Attitudes to School survey. We explored ways that students 

felt connected at Bethanga with the prompt ‘what makes you feel connected or a sense 

of belonging at Bethanga?’  

 

Students came up with the following: 

✓ I love this school, there are so many things to do 

✓ Having family at school 

✓ A fun playground 

✓ People that care 

✓ Our School Song 

✓ Lots of Opportunities like State School Spectacular 

✓ Friends 

✓ Arlo 

✓ Our murals students painted 

✓ I feel like what I say matters 

✓ Having the best teachers in the world 

✓ When I am lonely, I have people to play with 

✓ Having people to look out for me 

 

It was truly wonderful to hear their perspectives on what makes them feel connected to 

our beautiful school. Every day, we strive to create an environment where students feel 

engaged, happy, and eager to learn. As week 8 comes to a close, I feel incredibly proud 

of how far we've come on our ongoing journey of growth and achievement. 

 

Have a lovely weekend everyone! 

 
Kind Regards, Rach Saunders  
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EASTER RAFFLE 

Last week each family received a book of 20 raffle tickets, if you have sold them all and require more, please 

let us know and we will send another book home. Each year we ask families to donate some Easter goodies so 

that we can create hampers as our Easter raffle prizes. The generosity of families in the past has meant we 

usually have around 10 prizes! Due to 5/6 Camp being in the last week of school, we will draw the raffle at the 

start of Week 10 at Assembly (Monday 31st March). If you could please drop donations into the office (or send 

them in with children) next week and in week 9, it would be greatly appreciated.  

 

 
Fundraising update 

   
Thank you to our wonderful helpers on the weekend who kicked off our VSSS25 fundraising with a market stall at 

the ‘Festival of Small Halls’ at Bethanga. We raised $160 which is a great start towards our $2,5000 target. Thank 

you also to Megan Rootsey of True North Designs (a past parent) who kindly donated all of the earrings to make 

this possible. We will be looking for other opportunities to sell earrings in coming weeks.  

 

We have three more events booked in and would love for you to add these to your calendar and come and 

support them: 

 

✓ Easter Raffle – drawn Monday 31st March 

✓ Bunnings BBQ Sunday 13th April (middle weekend of the school holidays) at the Wodonga store 

✓ Family Movie Night ‘Lilo and Stitch’ Friday 23rd May 

 
HOW YOU CAN HELP: 

• Please drop in your donations for the Easter Raffle ASAP so that we can make hampers up and share 

photos of the hampers to encourage more ticket sales (thank you to those that have, we have 

approximately 5 hampers so far however aim to double this!)  

• Sell raffle tickets! Each family has a book of 20 tickets, $2 each or 3 for $5 please return ticket stubs and 

money next Thursday. 

• Book tickets for the movie night and encourage extended family and friends to come along – although 

this event isn’t until week 5 next term, we are sending the order forms home early so that students can 

have the school holidays to sell tickets. Payment for tickets can be cash or a transfer into the school 

account. We are hoping to sell the cinema out which has 100 seats… I will contact families in week 1 to 

gauge where we are at with sales. It’s sure to be a great movie and a fabulous way to raise money while 

catching up with others! We have a ‘Kids Day Out’ Regent Cinemas Pass for the family who sells the most 

tickets (pass includes: 2 child admissions to traditional sessions, 2x Candy Bar Offers and a $10 Intencity 

Gift Voucher) 

 

mailto:bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.bethanga.vic.gov.au/


 

 5 Beardmore Street Bethanga VIC 3691 02) 60 264 263  

 bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au  www.bethanga.vic.gov.au  

 Also find us on Facebook to keep up to date.  

 

  
 

 

 
Student Achievement 

 

Congratulations to the students who were 

acknowledged at Assembly this week for being active 

learners and making positive contributions to the 

Bethanga Primary School community. 
  

 Melody: for putting her artistic flair to work during Joy Write. The comics you are producing are very creative, 

and any problems you come across with your characters you have the creativity to find a solution and 

continue. Marvellous Melody! 

 

Tommy: for applying yourself to your learning every day, you are a cheerful student who always tries hard to 

do your best work. You are a good friend because you are polite, kind and caring. We enjoy having you in 

our class. Keep up the great work, Tommy!  
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Welcome to our new Year 3/4 class, Madhan. When thinking about what our third class name should be we 

obviously came to the conclusion that it needed it to match both Mudgee and Millewa in origin in order to form 

a connection. Whilst researching possible names, the word madhan jumped off the page as the most perfect 

possibility for our new class.   

 

The word madhan is a Wiradjuri word that means “tree”.  In the traditional Indigenous context, madhan represents 

a strong connection to the land.  “Madhan” is more than a plant for our Indigenous sisters and brothers, it 

represents a permanent marker of history and a source of knowledge for the community.  Roots of a tree are 

strong. The roots are what connect the tree to the earth. Their rings of time speak to us of the centuries of learning 

and observing and hence growing in knowledge.  

 

We hope that our class will grow like ‘madhan’, creating roots in our school community and building strong 

connections with each other.  That ‘Madhan’ will be a place where knowledge is nurtured in the rich soil of 

learning and that our saplings will grow into strong individuals that are grounded in their roots of RAPPORT.    

 

Mrs Hamam   

 

 LEADERSHIP GROUP FUNDRAISER 

 

On Monday of Week 10, “The Cool Dudes” 

Leadership Group is hosting a Casual Clothes 

Fundraiser. We are raising funds for the 2025 

Student Leadership Camp.  So please DON’T 

wear your school uniform but your casual 

clothes and bring a gold coin.  Remember, 

nothing that is offensive and make sure you 

have covered shoulders and close-toed 

shoes.  

 

When: Monday 31st March- Week 10 

What: Casual Clothes 

Bring: Gold Coin Donation  

Why: Leadership Camp 

 

The Cool Dudes, 

 

Nate, Amelia, Sylvie, Emily, Brianna, Wyatt, 

Owen, Henry & Hugo  
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Excursion: Cluster Day at Mitta  

Mudgee had a fantastic day engaging with technology at the Cluster Day held at Mitta Mitta 

Primary School. Our students were mixed into groups that required them to engage with 

students from other schools, and this was the start of some new friendships. I am very proud 

of the way all nine Mudgee students represented our school and the wider Bethanga 

community with respect, responsibility and resilience.  

 

 
 

Harmony Day:  

Over the past few weeks, we have read some lovely picture books and had some great 

discussions about Harmony Week and ways to appreciate our differences and similarities, 

promote inclusiveness and show mutual respect for everyone, regardless of race, colour, 

religion, or background. Students also participated in a crafternoon with Mrs Saunders.  
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 I am a good friend because…    

Get to know our community 
 

 

Nick 

playing 
video games  

Something I am really 

good at is… 

 

My favourite Ice cream 

flavour 

 

A place I would like to 

go to 

You have a very bubbly personality. I like Among us too. Parker  
Your personality is filled with humour and when you tell jokes you tell really funny ones. The way you use 
your energy is inspiring and I truly admire your confidence, you are such a great person to have here at 
Bethanga Primary School. Quinn  
You’re like a superhero that brings joy to everyone, and you have a smile on your face all the 
time. Everly  
You are a really good friend to others and your smile lights up the room. Danni  
You are a great neighbour, and you are really fun to play Minecraft with, Melody 
You’re very funny, Among us is a good game. Chase  
I don’t know you very well, but I hope we can play together sometime. Hamish  
You’re a good drawer. Liv T 
You tell great jokes. You always have a s mile on your face. Your 3D printed stuff is cool. You 
do really good in class. Sylvie  
I love how kind and caring you are, I have never met someone like you. Lucy  
You are creative, have a great day with that smile on your face. Brianna  
You are a great friend to me, and I love your creativity. Happy Bucket Filler Day. Jude P 
I think you are very funny, kind and creative. Olivia B 
You were my first friend at this school, and I like to play with you. Wyatt  
You are funny and kind, I like how you play with others. Ivy  
Thank you for helping protect the huts. Maggie F 
I think you are nice and kind. Whenever I see you, you always have a smile on your face. Nate  
I like the games you have at your house, and I love to play them with you. Ollie  
You’re a kind person also a funny person. Billy 
Your jokes are really funny and you’re kind to all, it’s amazing! Angus  
You are insanely hilarious and funny. Hudson  
You are very kind to others. Hugo  
Your smile lights up the room. Henry  
Nick, I just want to say thank you for letting us go in your hot tub. Emily  
Happy Bucket Filler Day. Your smile lights up the room. Zach  
You are a great friend to Jude. Charlie  
You are funny and kind and I like that you are fast. Maggie P 
I like when Nick chases us, but not every day. Tommy  
I like you because we play games together. Luka  
I miss being your table buddy, you are funny, and kind and you are a great drawer. Remi  
You are kind and funny and you always find a way to make people laugh. Cooper 
You are kind, caring and nice to be around. At play time you help people when they are sad and lonely. Jude 
B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Queensland 
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