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Bethanga Primary School 
PRINCIPAL: Rachel Saunders 

Our Purpose We provide all students from Bethanga, Bellbridge and beyond with an inspiring and 

responsive curriculum to promote thinking and encourage curiosity. We nurture individual talents and 

needs in our setting underpinned by high expectations, quality opportunities and caring personalized 

attention in order for our children to reach their full academic and social potential. 

 

School Values RAPPORT – Respect Acceptance Persistence Pride Optimism Resilience Truth 

Term 2 Week 2 2025 
Newsletter published  

Friday 2nd May 2025 

Upcoming Dates 
 

 

WEEK 3 

Monday 5th – Tuesday 6th  
Year 3/4 Camp- 

Melbourne  

 

Tuesday 6th May 
YR6 Wellbeing/ Skateboarding 

Program 

 

Wednesday 7th May 
Tallangatta Secondary 

College Open/Info night 6pm 

 

Thursday 8th May 
Mother’s Day Stall 

  

Friday 9th May 
NERSSA Cross Country 

Yackandandah 

 

YR7 Placement Forms due 

 

WEEK 4 

 

Tuesday 13th May 
YR6 Wellbeing/ Skateboarding 

Program 

 

Thursday 15th May 
School Council Meeting 

4:30pm 

 

WEEK 5 

 

Tuesday 20th May 
YR6 Wellbeing/ Skateboarding 

Program 

 

Friday 23rd May 
F-6 Cluster Day USC-  

Ninja Warrior  

 

VSSS25 Movie Fundraiser-  

Lilo & Stitch- 6:30pm  

 

WEEK6  

 

Tuesday 27th May 
YR6 Wellbeing/ Skateboarding 

Program 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

From the Principal’s pen… 
 

With the change in weather, we’re seeing an increase in sniffly noses around 

the school. Just a reminder—if your child is unwell, please keep them home so 

they can rest and recover, and to help prevent the spread of illness. All 

absences must be recorded on uEducateUs on the day of the absence, as 

mandated by the Department. If you experience any issues logging an 

absence, please send me a text with the reason, and I’ll enter it on your behalf. 

There is currently a strong focus across our School Network—and the state as 

a whole—on reducing non-illness related absences. You can support this by 

scheduling appointments outside of school hours wherever possible. Given our 

rural location and travel requirements, booking early or late in the day is also 

helpful, as it allows students to attend part of the school day. When it comes 

to family holidays, we understand the appeal of off-peak travel for financial 

reasons. However, we ask you to consider the potential impact extended 

absences may have on your child’s learning. 

 

So far this year, 46% of our students have achieved excellent attendance (95% 

or higher, with only 0–2 days missed). However, 11% of students currently have 

attendance between 70–80%, meaning they’ve already missed 13–14 days of 

school. If this trend continues, they’ll have missed around 8 weeks—almost a 

full term—by the end of the year. 

 

At Bethanga, we believe that everyone in our school community is a learner. 

This week, I was thrilled to see our teachers already putting into practice the 

Top Ten Maths strategies they explored during last week’s Professional Practice 

Day. This approach builds on our current Maths Instructional Model and 

embraces a hands-on, explicit teaching style using concrete materials. Lessons 

begin with a fluency task or warm-up, tailored to the focus of the unit, and 

follow the structure of “I do, we do, you do.” 

 

Students benefit from clear, structured modelling before applying their 

understanding independently in the “you do” phase. We also use fishbowl 

techniques—where teachers demonstrate activities with selected students—

to ensure clarity and engagement. Lessons are differentiated to meet diverse 

learning needs, offering both support and challenge. These lessons foster 

critical thinking and encourage students to organise and record their learning 

in meaningful ways. We’re excited to continue this journey of growth, working 

together to develop strong mathematical understanding across all year levels. 

In coming weeks I will share photos and student thoughts about these lessons.  

 

Have a great weekend everyone! 

 
 

 

Kind Regards, Rach Saunders  
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Student Achievement 

 
Congratulations to the students who were acknowledged 

at Assembly this week for being active learners and 

making positive contributions to the Bethanga Primary 

School community. 
  

 
Owen: for excellent work making contributions and completing work. Your insights are so interesting and you 

see things from different angles, which is so engaging. Great work on your emotional regulation as well… I’m 

REALLY proud of you. What a great start to the term, keep it nup O.  

 

Maggie: for showing extra dedication to her learning by continuing classroom work at home. Last week 

Maggie went above and beyind by practicing recount writing in her own time, showing great commitment 

and a love for learning. Well done Maggie, we are so proud of you! 

 

Brianna: for a great start to the term. You spent last week working really hard to complte all of our ANZAC 

Day activities. You did such a great job researching and asking questions to clarfy your understanding. 

Great understanding Brianna.  

 

Billy: A very creative insight into what it would be like as a soldier in Gallipoli. Billy created an excellent diary 

entry, understanding the task set for him, and was able to produce an excellent piece of writing. Brilliant Billy!  

 

 

Up Coming Staff Changes 
Although staff absences are often unavoidable, we will 

endeavour where possible to communicate any planned 

changes in the newsletter each week.  

 
Week 3 

Monday 5th May  

Miss Mills away 

Mrs Saunders F-2 Auslan & Sport (Miss Mills will be in on Wed for 3/4 

specialists) 

 

Week 4 

Tuesday 13th May 

Mrs Baude away 

Mrs Saunders will be teaching Millewa 

 

 

 
School Beanies for Sale  

 

 

 

As the chill of the season sets 

in, there’s no better way to 

keep warm than with a 

school beanie!  

 

Our beanies are now 

available for purchase for $20 

each. Cash or bank transfer is 

welcome.  
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A great start back to Millewa with a 2-day week for most students. We spent those 2 days 

researching Gallipoli and its importance to ANZAC Day. We mapped out where the 

Australians were based, and looked at a few famous battle sites, and how far away it was 

from their trenches. We put ourselves in the soldiers’ shoes and tried really hard to imagine 

what it would have been like as young men arriving in Gallipoli. We read diary entries from 

men about how they spent their days, foods they ate and the health of the soldiers.  

Lest we Forget.  

 

25/04/1915 
After 3 excruciating months on a massive ship, watching soldiers 
fall to rest. We had finally arrived at Gallipoli shores, beautiful 
hills, soft sand, but as the moment goes on, little splashes of water 
hit the ocean. Gun Shots! We rush off shore to a safe natural 
ditch and pull out our guns. 
 
5/05/1915 
Midday, In our muddy trenches, filthiness flies past us like dust. 
the day finally came to go swimming, we all rush down to the shore 
and leap for the clear waters. Soothing, clean, refreshing. My 
mates and I enjoy a joyful & peaceful moment together in 
Gallipolis waters. 
 
7/05/1915 
Gun shots sound, starving soldiers, sobbing, we all miss our 
families, but as we do so, we are handed some spam, along with 
some gifts and packages from loved ones. I was handed a small 
rectangular box with a papery package and a rope ribbon rapped 
around it, I pull the rope, and it slips off and unwrap it. It's a 
music box. I twist the knob, and it plays a nice lullaby song. I 
miss home…      
by Quinn Lodge 
 

I’m probably a bit nervous of death. Everyone around 
me is dying because they are seasick. I’m a bit nervous 
but I’m scared. We have nothing to eat we are all 
starving and very thirsty. They drink the sea water. 
That’s what makes them sick. I’m dying, there’s no food 
so I don’t know what to do. I’ve got no drinks. I’ve got 
nothing. 
By Chase Townsend  
 

8th May 1915 
I have been here for about a week now and I miss my family so much. I have been spending my days here scared, I have lost 3 
of my best friends already. The three friends I made I’ve lost, I am so lonely during this sacred war. 2 days ago, I received a 
letter from my family saying, “We miss you so much and we want you to come home”. I cried even more after reading that 
letter. 
17th May 1915 
I am so scared I want to die, I am stuck eating canned foods and dry old biscuits. My leg has been shot, and I can barely walk. 
My ear has been grazed during a fight, so I am struggling to hear. I hate spending my days scared and crying but I just can’t 
help it. Most of the other soldiers have fled the war already because of the fear they are facing. I am feeling lonely and I am 
so sick of this old creaky apartment. I cannot go outside without seeing planes or bullets fly past me. I am trying so hard to 
not step foot outside but if I go a week without fresh air, I start to feel sick. 
By Cooper Kirk  
 

May 2nd, 1915 
I have been here for just over seven days. Life is hard when you 
don’t have family, and you have to have a gun next to you when 
you sleep. It took three months to get to this scary place. There are 
dead bodies everywhere. Then I realised what I signed up to! The 
beds you sleep on feels like bricks and a thin blanket. Left, right 
and centre there are people dead. I think that I'm going to die. I'm 
a soldier I know I can do this. I am looking forward to the day I 
get out of here and get to take a ship home and leave the army. 
When I tell my family that I'm coming home they will celebrate 
with a night out for dinner. That is what I am looking forward 
to.  
By Billy Blackburne  
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 I am a good friend because…    

Get to know our community 
 

 

Cooper 

Playing 
football  

Something I am really 

good at is… 

 

My favourite Ice cream 

flavour 

 

A place I would like to 

go to 

You’re good at down ball and footy. Liv T 
You are a kind person and your smile lights up the room. You’re a great person to have a 
Bethanga. Owen 
I think you are awesome at down ball. Olivia B 
You are kind and nice. Nick  
I’ve seen you a lot at school, and I am hoping to know you more. Brianna  
You seem really nice and you are really good at down ball. Jude P 
You have a very bubbly personality. Parker  
You are funny and kind. Ivy  
Whenever I walk past you, you have a smile on your face, and you make me smile too. Everly  
You are a good footy player and barrack for the best team! Ollie  
I like how good you are at down ball, and I like how you play. Wyatt  
Happy Bucket Filler Day! You are a very kind and gentle person. Sylvie  
Happy Bucket Filler Day. Lucy  
I want to get to know you. McKenzie  
I would like to get to know you. Maggie F 
I really enjoy playing down ball with you. Hamish  
You are a good friend. Danni  
You are a nice person, because you smile at me every day. Angus  
You are extremely funny because you say very funny things. Melody  
You’re really funny and a good friend to me. Billy  
You are funny and you are kind. Amelia  
You are kind and caring to me and others. I like to play footy with you. Jude B 
You are the best friend ever, because you ride bikes with me. Hudson  
You are a good person, because you play footy with me. Chase 
You are a nice peer because you are a good drawer. Hugo  
You are a great leadership partner and always make group activities fun. You are a great year 6 
model. Quinn  
You help others and you are nice. Henry 
I like how you won footy today, you are a good player. Tommy  
I like how good you are at footy and everybody likes you. Luka  
Happy Bucket Filler Day. You use kind words, you help others and you’re nice and very good at 
down ball and footy. Zach  
You are the best down ball player at our school. Heath  
I love that you are always willing to help me if I need a hand. Mrs Saunders  
You are very good at down ball. Maggie P 
You are very good at down ball, and I am too. Emily  
You use friendly words to help others., Happy Bucket Filler Day! Charlie  
You are very good at footy and a good friend to Billy. Remi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Queensland 
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