Bethanga Primary School

PRINCIPAL: Rachel Saunders
Our Purpose We provide all students from Bethanga, Bellbridge and beyond with an inspiring and
responsive curriculum to promote thinking and encourage curiosity. We nurture individual talents and
needs in our setting underpinned by high expectations, quality opportunities and caring personalized
attention in order for our children to reach their full academic and social potential.

School Values RAPPORT - RespecT Acceptcmce Persistence Pride Opﬁmism Resiience Truth

Term 2 Week 7 2025

Newsletfter published
Thursday 5t June 2025

Upcoming Dates

WEEK 7

Friday 6" June
Report Writing Day
NO STUDENTS AT SCHOOL

WEEK 8

Monday 9t June
King's Birthday
PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Tuesday 10t June
Last Year 6 Wellbeing &
Skateboarding Session

Friday 13th
VS$S$S25 Rehearsal- 10-2:30

WEEK ¢

Tuesday 17t June

Somers Camp for selected
students

WEEK 10

Thursday 26t June

Flying Fruit Fly Circus Show-
Bethanga Hall

Friday 27t June
3-6 Winter Sport Practice

WEEK 11
Monday 30t June
Parent Teacher Interviews

Tuesday 1st July
Parent Teacher Interviews

Upcoming Staff Changes
Although staff absences are

often unavoidable, we will
endeavour where possible to
communicate any planned
changes in the newsletter
each week.

WEEK ¢

Tuesday 17t & Wednesday
]8Th

Mrs Smith at Professional
Development- Madonna in
Mudgee

From the Principal’s pen...

This week, | had the privilege of afttending the 2025 Statewide Principals
Conference in Melbourne, joining more than 3,000 school leaders from across
Victoria.

It was an inspiring and energising experience, and | wanted to take a moment o
share why these opportunities matter—not just for me as a Principal but for our
whole school community.

Being part of a conference of this scale reminds us that we are part of something
much bigger than ourselves. Every keynote, breakout session, and conversation
were a chance to reflect on what's working well in our schools, what challenges
we share, and how we can continue to improve learning and wellbeing outcomes
for our students. The theme of the conference focused on leadership that puts
students first— ‘Excellence in every classroom’ something that aligns perfectly with
our values here at Bethanga. Hearing directly from thought leaders in education,
as well as fellow Principals, reaffirmed just how important collaboration is in driving
school improvement.

When schools work together, we grow, sharing ideas, strategies and stories that
build better experiences for our students. | also walked away with renewed clarity
and purpose. The sessions on future-focused learning, inclusive education and
community engagement gave me practical tools and insights that I'm already
thinking about how to adapt for our school.

Most importantly, | was reminded of the incredible privilege it is to lead a school
like ours—where curiosity, connection,and care are at the heart of everything we
do. Opportunities like the Principals Conference are a vital part of helping school
leaders stay informed, motivated and connected. Ultimately, it's the students, staff
and families who benefit when their leaders are inspired and supported.

%Victorion Academy
of Teoching and Leaderhie

Alpine-Towong Network

Collaboration to achieve
Excellence in Every Classroom

>The way we work<
o

Presenting as part of
our Network Executive
at the State Wide
Principal Conference

Kind Regards, Rach Saunders

ﬁ 5 Beardmore Street Bethanga VIC 3691 ©02) 60 264 263

& bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au @www.be‘rhonqo.vic.qov.cu

Also find us on Facebook to keep up to date.



mailto:bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.bethanga.vic.gov.au/

Student Achievement

Congratulations to the students who were acknowledged at
Assembly this week for being active learners and making
positive contributions to the Bethanga Primary School
community.

Tommy: in recognition of your dedication during Wednesday's maths lesson and your excellent active listening skills. Your
ability to follow instructions and engage in learning sets a great example for others. Well done and keep up the great
work.

Olivia: for excellent completion of homework tasks last week. You blew me away Liv with not only the completion of your
homework but that EVERYTHING was done, filled in and thought about. Great job Liv, keep up the good work.

Henry: for always playing fair and helping other students in sport.
Charlie: for being imaginative and giving 100% in creative arts.

Lucy: for demonstrafing an impressive understanding of time. Lucy you've done a great job being able to correctly read
fime to the minute and put the time into written form — your focus on learning is fo be commended!

Attendance Codes
There is a continued Department of Education focus on attendance and having all schools record reasons for
absences correctly.

Through our uEducateUs app, parents are able to log student absences (and many do which is appreciated). When
parents log an absence, the 3 reasons available through the app are -

1. lliness

2. Holidays

3. Medical appointment

At the school end of managing attendance, we have additional codes that we can enter to ensure our records and
reasons for absences are accurate. Parents can help us to do this by doing one of the following:
1. Recording absence as illness if their child is going to be away for the full day sick
2. Recording a partial day absence as medical appointment if your child is arriving late or leaving early to go
to an appointment
3. Ifthereason for absence does not match either of these, then enter it as ‘holidays’ but then in the comments,
given a quick explanation of the reason for absence so that | can alter the code to accurately reflect the
reason for absence.

The following codes will be used by the school:
1. If you are going on holidays (including extended weekends) and have discussed this with the Principal with
at least a weeks' notice, it will be logged as ‘Parent Choice - School Approved’
2. If you are having family visit, going away for a long weekend or other parent choice absence that hasn’t
been discussed with the Principal prior to the absence, it will be recorded as ‘Parent Choice — unauthorised’

As is always the case, if your child is away and we have not been notified of the reason for the absence - | will
contact you the day of the absence (where possible) to check in, offer support if needed and confirm the
reason for absence.
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Subtraction Action

This ferm in Maths, we have been developing a strong understanding of
addition and subtraction with our current focus being subtraction. Students are
learning to model and solve subtraction problems using a variety of strategies,
including counting back, using number lines, and recognising the relationship
between addition and subtraction.

To support our learning, we have explored engaging mentor texts such as The
Action of Subfraction by Brian Cleary and If you were a Minus Sign by Trisha
Speed Shaskan. These books help bring mathematical concepts to life and
provide meaningful contexts for students to explore subtraction in real-life
situations.

Our Mudgee students have participated in a range of hands-on, practical
activities to build their fluency and confidence with subtraction including...

e Subtraction Number Sentences — using manipulatives and drawings to
represent, record and solve subtraction problems.

e Counting Back Rocket Launching - practising the skill of counting
backwards from a given number as we launch air rockets!

e Ten Pin Bowling Subtraction — knocking down pins, then recording our
number sentence with how many remain.

These engaging activities help students build key mathematical skills while
having fun and we are proud of their enthusiasm and growing confidence when
using subtraction strategies!
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Get to know our community

/V\a,/e.l:ng

miniature

houses
Caramel Gold Coast
) My favourite Ice cream A place | would like to
Amelia Something | am really flavour go to

good at is...

You are very kind dnd caring to me and everyone and I love how organised you are. Melody
You are the kindest person | know. Happy Bucket Filler Day. Cooper

You're a funny dnd kind friend to me and others. Billy

| really enjoy playing down ball with you. You are really kind to me and others. Hamish

You dre o funny partner in leadership. Nate

You are very kind and funny, | like playing down ball with you. Angus

You dare o good friend because you play down ball. Hudson

You are a great partner in games, because you get the work done. Jude B

You are full with kindness and joy. Your handwriting has improved so much. Chase

You are a kind person, you always check in on them when they don't look happy. Danni

You are so energetic and enthusiastic when Ieo\ming. You're o\lwajs so determined to do ever_u,thing, especiallg getting
your pen licence. Quinn

You are very good to your heart. Hugo

You dre colourful, bright, creative and kind to others and I. Liv T

You are a very funny grade 5, | will miss you next year, dark green is a good colour. Owen

You are colourful, bright, joyful and kind and you are very helpful. Brianna

Your smile lights up the room. Parker

You are thoughtful and qood at down ball. | have never seen them, but I bet your tiny rooms are adorable. You are full
of kindness and creativity. Sylvie

You are so kind to me and your friends. You are funny, you always have a smile on your face. McKenzie
You're so kind and funny and always want to play with me. Everly

You are full of kindness and are very loved. You are funny and really good at down ball. Ivy

You are kind and helpful. You are there when people are sad. Nick

You are kind, helpful and funny. Maggie F

You re getting better at down ball every time you play. Jude P

You are a kind and caring person to everyone. You always have a smile on your face. Wyatt

You are very good at down ball. I like the jokes that you and | have. Ollie

I think that you are a kind and friendly person. You are one of the most helpful students and I for one really
appreciate you. Mrs Hamam

You are really kind to me and others. Your smile lights up the room. Remi

I like you because we talk to each other sometimes. Let's catch up soon for marshmallows. Heath

Your smile lights up the room. You help everyone. Zach

Your smile lights up the room. You smell like those gummies that smell like chocolate and vanilla. Charlie

You are kind because you play with me. Tommy

You dre sillj dnd nice to everyone. You are 50, 50 Funnj and you smell so good. Maggie
Your smile lights up the room and you are very nice. Henry

I adore your positivity and optimism. You really understand the power of ‘yet' and you
work so hard to master new skills. Mrs Saunders

ﬁ 5 Beardmore Street Bethanga VIC 3691 ©02) 60 264 263
& bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au @www.be‘rhonqo.vic.qov.cu

Also find us on Facebook to keep up to date.



mailto:bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.bethanga.vic.gov.au/

