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Bethanga Primary School 
PRINCIPAL: Rachel Saunders 

Our Purpose We provide all students from Bethanga, Bellbridge and beyond with an inspiring and 

responsive curriculum to promote thinking and encourage curiosity. We nurture individual talents and 

needs in our setting underpinned by high expectations, quality opportunities and caring personalized 

attention in order for our children to reach their full academic and social potential. 

 

School Values RAPPORT – Respect Acceptance Persistence Pride Optimism Resilience Truth 

Term 3 Week 4 2025 
Newsletter published  

Friday 15th August 2025 

Upcoming Dates 
 

WEEK 5 

Book Week ACTIVITIES ALL WEEK 

See Page 3 of this Newsletter 
 

Wednesday 20th August  

Arts festival Performances 
 

Thursday 21st August 

Spring Fair Committee Meeting 

4:30pm in the art room 

 

WEEK 6 

Monday 25th  

NERSSA Athletics  
 

Friday 29th August 

School-based VSSS25 

performance @ 2:30pm 
 

WEEK 7 

Monday 1st Sept  

Year 6 Transition  

Tallangatta Primary School  
 

Friday 5th Sept 

Father’s Day Stall  
 

WEEK 8 

Wed 10th - Sun 14th Sept 

VSSS25 in Melbourne  

 

 
Happy Birthday to Hamish 

& Cooper who are 

celebrating their birthdays 

this week.  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

From the Principal’s pen… 

 

Student Leaders Shape Our Future Learning 

This week, a group of Grade 5/6 students from across our cluster came together for the 

Cluster Integrated Topic Student Forum 2025 — a fantastic example of student voice and 

agency in action. The session began with students pitching their ideas for our Term 4 

integrated topics for 2025 and 2026. These ideas had been shortlisted from brainstorming 

sessions held at each school earlier in the term.  

 

After narrowing the list by removing topics already covered in our Cluster’s four-year 

planner, students voted to select the final choices. Survival emerged as the clear winner for 

2025, followed by War for 2026. The students then worked in mixed-school groups to explore 

the key learning ideas within each topic, as well as how these could be adapted for F-2 

learners who do the Student Voice topic in term 4 (Our F-2 students do an integrated topic 

that aligns with their annual Melbourne Trip). 

 

For “Survival”, ideas ranged from hut building, bush first aid, fire starting, tool making, and 

food preparation in the wild, to learning about survival skills developed from Indigenous 

Australian culture. Younger students might explore hut building, making damper, bush 

tucker, and recognising animal sounds and tracks. 

For “War”, suggested ideas included researching Australia’s war history, learning about 

famous heroes, exploring life in the trenches, and finding out more about Aboriginal 

people’s involvement in war. Foundation–Year 2 activities could include learning about 

service animals, the people who protect us, and even baking ANZAC biscuits. 

 

The day was not only about choosing topics — it was about listening, negotiating, and 

ensuring every student voice contributed to shaping the learning ahead. Opportunities like 

this are a powerful example of how student voice and agency can be authentically 

embedded in our curriculum design. By inviting students to have a genuine say in what they 

learn and how they learn it, we help them develop important skills such as identifying their 

own areas of interest, recognising community needs, and considering multiple perspectives. 

This process not only builds engagement and ownership over their learning, but also nurtures 

critical thinking, collaboration, and decision-making skills that will serve them well into the 

future. When students see their ideas valued and acted upon, it reinforces their confidence 

to speak up, contribute meaningfully, and take an active role in shaping their own 

educational journey. Thank you to Hamish, Amelia and Jude B for representing Bethanga 

beautifully.  

 

  
 

Kind Regards, Rach Saunders 

mailto:bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Student Achievement 

 
Congratulations to the students who were acknowledged at 

Assembly this week for being active learners and making positive 

contributions to the Bethanga Primary School community. 

 

 

 

 

McKenzie: for AMAZING work in Maths.  I LOVE how engaged you are!  You are independently asking for help and trying 

really hard to do the activities.  You have smashed our Number Scrolls warm up, demonstrating some mental 

addition.  Keep up the great work Kenz.  

 

Tommy: for his outstanding effort during our multiplication lessons. He confidently created equal groups and impressed 

us all by skip counting by 5’s all the way to 40 to find out how many animals there were altogether. Amazing counting 

skills Tommy, keep up the incredible work! 

 

Hudson: for consistently pushing the boundaries of his mathematical thinking! 

Hudson is always eager to challenge himself, dive deeper into concepts, and 

explore beyond the standard task. His enthusiasm for extending his knowledge 

is inspiring, and his thought-provoking questions even keep me on my toes! 

With a positive attitude and strong work ethic Hudson, you give your best in 

every lesson. Well done! 

 

 

Our school will be conducting a survey to find out what parents/caregivers/guardians think of our school. This Survey is 

created by the Department of Education and is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ 

perceptions of school climate, student behaviour, student engagement and wellbeing.  
 

As has been evident in the past, we highly value the opinions of our school community and use survey results to help 

inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.  
 

Given the small size of our school, we hope to represent the opinions of ALL families in this survey. All responses to the 

survey are anonymous. Information regarding the log on details specific to our school will be communicated through 

uEducateUs. The survey opens on Monday 18th August and closes Friday 19th September (the last day of term 3).  
 

The survey is conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time on 

desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. If you have any questions or queries about this survey – please do 

not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Hot Chocolate Tuesday 
Each Tuesday we are selling Hot 

Chocolates, with marshmallows of course! 

For $2 each. All money raised will go 

towards the leadership camp towards the 

end of the year.  

 

Warm it up Wednesday 
Each Wednesday students are welcome to 

being in lunch that can be warmed up or 

toasted. We just ask that NO two-minute 

noodles are bought in to be cooked due 

to safety concerns and boiling water.  

 

mailto:bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.bethanga.vic.gov.au/


 

 5 Beardmore Street Bethanga VIC 3691 02) 60 264 263  

 bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au  www.bethanga.vic.gov.au  

 Also find us on Facebook to keep up to date.  

  

  
 

Bethanga will be performing on 

Wednesday 20th August  

in the 12:30pm concert  
(Concerts go for approx. one hour). 

Entry for parents is $5 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TUESDAY – LIVE STREAM 

After the popularity of last years 

‘Perform Education’ live stream 

event, students will experience 

the excitement of being an 

active part of this year’s event. 

Hosted by a live Actor/Educator, 

who interacts with students in 

real time—prompting quizzes, 

facilitating guided discussions, 

and responding to students’ 

questions as the performance 

unfolds! 

Prior to the commencement of Book Week, each 

class will be reading the shortlisted books for 2025, 

voting on their favourites and then eagerly 

anticipating the announcement of winners! 
 

Below is an outline of the events planned at 

Bethanga during Book Week 

 

MONDAY – DRESS UP 

This year we are kicking Book 

Week off with a dress up day and 

parade! Come dressed as a 

book character or author to 

celebrate the wonderful world of 

books! 

 

 
 

WEDNESDAY – HARRY POTTER 

 

 
 

Before performing on stage as part of 

the Arts Festival, students will get a 

‘sneak peek’ of the WSSC production 

of Harry Potter and the Cursed Child in 

a preview performance 

THURSDAY – SCAVENGER HUNT 

An annual favourite where 

students dive into books from our 

library scattered around the 

school in a quest to discover 

characters, plots, settings and 

themes to tick off their group 

scavenger hunt list! 

 

 

FRIDAY – BOOKS & BREAKFAST…  

…and a secret author reading! 

 

 

 

Join us for breakfast from 

8:30am, enjoy books with 

family members and 

discover student favourites! 

 

After breakfast, we will have 

a secret (very local!) author 

share their book in more 

ways than one! 

mailto:bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Get to know our Community  

 

 

 

 

A place I’d like to visit… 

Ohio  

My Favourite Ice-cream 

flavour… 

Something I am good  

at is… 

Sport and 
Maths  

You are a funny person because you are always saying funny things. Melody  
You are very kind to others. Hugo  
You are a great friend to me and lots of other people and I love playing with you. Hamish  
I love to play Lego with you at home. Jude B 
You do very well in cricket. Happy Bucket Filler Day. Nate  
You’re very funny and very sporty. I enjoy kicking the footy at the tennis court. Chase  
You are very good at footy, and cricket and you are nice to others in the school. Cooper  
You’re very funny and a kind person. You are good at footy and cricket. Billy  
Your enthusiasm to games is amazing. Hudson  
You are super sporty and you’re always willing to join any game. You are always a team player and try 
your best, you are also super funny! Quinn 
You are a really funny person, and you are really kind. Angus  
You are kind and a good person. Amelia  
I like you because you are kind to me. You are good to the kids in this school. Tommy  
You are really friendly. You are helpful. Zach  
You are kind to people around you and you are funny. Maggie P 
I love it when we used to ride our bikes together. Remi  
You are nice. I can see you have a smile. Bronte  
I would like to know you better. Eli  
You are nice to me and you play dodgeball with me. Luka  
I like you because you play with me. Your dodgeball skills are really good. Heath  
You are a really good friend to have and I love the ideas you have for the huts. Ollie 
You have a bubbly personality. You are a great brother to Jude and you are a great friend to me and others. 
Liv  
You are good at sport and you are very fast. McKenzie  
You are a great friend to me and you are probably the smartest kid in the class. Jude P 
You are a great table partner to me and you listen very well in class. You have a bright and colourful soul. Sylvie  
You are such a nice brother to Jude and your younger siblings. You are very nice to all of the people in this 
school. Everly  
You are very funny and you are very good at sport. Ivy  
You are good at footy. Maggie F  
You are a great brother to Jude. Parker  
I like how you play with me all of the time. Wyatt  
I love the positive way you approach learning- You’re always willing to push yourself and be challenged by 

hard things. Mrs Saunders  
You are a great table buddy to Sylvie. You are amazingly good at maths. Lucy  
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Get to know our Community 

 

 

Dancing  

Something I am good  

at is… 

 

My Favourite  

Ice-cream Flavour… 

 

A place I’d like 

 to visit… 

I love you. Hugo  
You have an extravagant personality, and you were a great creative arts teacher. I love how you are always 
bubbly. Melody  
You are a great help in the playground and in the classroom. Hamish  
You are the best teacher in the world because you make fun games. Jude B 
You’re a fun and kind person. Billy  
You’re very funny and you are a great teacher in Madhan. Chase  
You are extravagant and very awesome; you are also so pleasurable and marvellous. I also love how nice you 

are to students, and you sometimes join in and make it fun. Cooper  
Your extension classes like maths, spelling and Lego club were amazing. Also, your flexibility to the 
timetable is awesome. Hudson  
When you taught me maths I had an immense amount of fun. I always hear Madhan having a large quantity of 

fun, you are an amazing teacher. You’re also extraordinarily organised. I will miss you next year. Quinn 
You are a really good teacher. Angus  
You were a good creative arts teacher and a good spelling teacher. You have a glorious personality. Amelia  
I like you because you are a good teacher. I like how you sometimes teach us. Tommy  
You are great and helpful to others. Zach  
You are kind and helpful and you help people when they need it. Maggie P 
Thank you for letting me use your caddy. Remi  
You are a great teacher because you do good learning with us and fun stuff! Luka  
I like you because you are a good person and a good teacher. Heath  
I like you because you are nice and you help all of ius. Bronte  
You were nice to me and you helped me at the huts. Eli  
You are the best teacher ever, you have a bubbly personality. I love you being my teacher. Liv  
I like it how you let us have heaps of fun on the laptop. Ollie  
You are a funny and kind teacher. Nick 
You are the best teacher, and your maths games are really fun. Jude P 
You are the BEST teacher in the world. You are always so energetic and kind. You make great jokes, and the 
school would be a pile of rubble without you. Sylvie  
You are the best teacher I’ve ever known. I’m so glad you are teaching me this year. Lucy  
You are such a nice teacher. You’re the best teacher anyone could wish for. I like it when I need your help, you 
always help me. Everly  
I like how you are happy all of the time and you are the best teacher ever. Ivy 
You are a great teacher. You let us do fun things. Maggie F  
You’re a great teacher to Madhan and me. Parker  
I like how you help me learn and you help everyone else. Wyatt  
You are a great teacher to Madhan. The school is so lucky to have you. Owen  
You are a good teacher to me and every Madhan. You are a super, super good teacher. McKenzie  
I love your flamboyance and enthusiasm. You are passionate and commit fully to everything you do including 

teaching. Mrs Saunders  
You are funny and kind. Nate  

 

 

Scandinavia 
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 I am a good friend because…     

EQ in Madhan 

We have been looking at ways to positively cope with big emotions in EQ so far this term. 

We have explored a myriad of strategies we can use to help us to regulate our 

emotions.  We looked at the Zones of Regulation and identified how our thinking and bodies 

feel when we experience emotions within each zone. The Coping Strategy Task Boxes were 

a hit and the students LOVED making chatterboxes that helped give meaningful strategies 

to use when they might feel they are in one of the tricky zones.  We reminded ourselves that 

no emotion is bad.  All emotions are just thoughts and feelings of how we are in a situation- 

they are just visitors. It is what we do with the emotions during these times that is most 

important.  
 

Maths in Madhan 
We have mastered our strategies in splitting and jumping so this week we have been 

exploring the switch strategy with addition. We used coat hangers and pegs to turn some of 

our ducking numbers into beautiful swans so that we could more easily answer two and 

three digit equations. It was a really fun activity. 
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