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Bethanga Primary School 
PRINCIPAL: Rachel Saunders 

Our Purpose We provide all students from Bethanga, Bellbridge and beyond with an inspiring and 

responsive curriculum to promote thinking and encourage curiosity. We nurture individual talents and 

needs in our setting underpinned by high expectations, quality opportunities and caring personalized 

attention in order for our children to reach their full academic and social potential. 

 

School Values RAPPORT – Respect Acceptance Persistence Pride Optimism Resilience Truth 

Term 3 Week 5 2025 
Newsletter published  

Friday 22nd August 2025 

Upcoming Dates 
 

WEEK 6 

Monday 25th  

NERSSA Athletics  
 

Friday 29th August 

School-based VSSS25 

performance @ 2:30pm 
 

WEEK 7 

Monday 1st Sept  

Year 6 Transition  

Tallangatta Primary School  
 

Friday 5th Sept 

Father’s Day Stall  

ALL GIFTS $5 
 

WEEK 8 

Wed 10th - Sun 14th Sept 

VSSS25 in Melbourne  

 

WEEK 9 

Friday 19th  

Last Day of Term 3-  

2:30 pm Finish  

 

 
Happy Birthday to Remi 

and Mrs Saunders who are 

celebrating their birthdays 

this week.  

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

From the Principal’s pen… 

 

This week, our students proudly represented Bethanga at the 45th Wodonga District Arts 

Festival, held at Galvin Hall in Wodonga. As the person at the helm of a committee of 

dedicated teachers working to keep this wonderful tradition alive, it was with immense pride 

that I watched our Bethanga kids perform on Wednesday. They did a fabulous job! 

 

The Arts Festival is a truly unique experience. For many students, it is their first chance to step 

outside their comfort zone and perform in front of a big audience – and with over 200 

students and 300 adults in attendance at each session, that’s no small feat! The Arts provide 

such a powerful avenue for students to express their creativity, challenge themselves and 

most importantly, have fun. 

 

In addition to performing, our students also had artwork on display in the foyer. They were 

just as excited to explore the displays and watch the performances of other schools as they 

were to showcase their own talents. With more than 2,400 students participating across the 

week, the festival is a celebration of creativity, courage and collaboration. 

 

It is a huge undertaking, but one that I am thrilled to be a part of. The Wodonga District Arts 

Festival has been running since 1976 and it is wonderful to see it still going strong in 2025 – its 

45th year (we lost a few years during COVID!). What a fantastic week of community, 

creativity and student achievement! 

 

Thank you to the wonderful staff at Bethanga who have held down the fort back at school 

while I co-ordinate the Arts Festival… the capability of our staff is certainly something I do 

not take for granted! I have loved seeing the photos on Facebook of all of the fabulous 

Book Week activities (I am doing my very best to get 2026 Arts Festival dates that DON’T 

clash with Book Week!) 

 

Parent Opinion Survey - We’d love to hear your thoughts! 

Our school is taking part in the Department of Education’s annual Parent / Caregiver / 

Guardian Opinion Survey, and we’re inviting you to share your feedback. 

The survey helps us better understand families’ views on school climate, student behaviour 

and engagement. While it’s optional, we strongly encourage you to take part—your input 

is both valued and appreciated. 

 

Results from the survey guide our planning, highlight areas for improvement and inform staff 

professional development. For example, in response to feedback last year, we improved 

how we share what students are learning by adding class pages to the weekly newsletter, 

publishing term focuses, including curriculum links and showcasing photos of learning in 

action. 

 

This year’s survey is open now until Friday 19 September 2025. 

• It is conducted online 

• Takes about 20 minutes to complete 

• Can be accessed anytime on a desktop, laptop, tablet, or smartphone 

 

The school-specific link to access the survey will be shared via uEducateUs. 

 

Thank you in advance for taking the time to share your perspective—it makes a real 

difference in shaping our school. 

 

Kind Regards, Rach Saunders 

mailto:bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Student Achievement 

 
Congratulations to the students who were acknowledged at 

Assembly this week for being active learners and making 

positive contributions to the Bethanga Primary School 

community. 

 

 

 

 

Olivia: for an outstanding effort in completing your homework tasks. I am so proud of the work you have 

been putting in at home. You have made marked improvement in your time management and 

responsibility. Keep up the great work Liv!  
 

Hamish: for your positive and enthusiastic approach to every Art lesson. You created an outstanding cat 

Hermannsburg inspired pot.  Well done, Hamish!  

 

Lucy:  for amazing work in Maths with the switch strategy. Not only did you complete ALL the equations, your 

book work was so lovely and well set out. I especially loved that all your equal signs were all lined up. Keep 

it up Luce! 

 

Nate: for working extremely well in all areas of his learning. He approaches each task with focus and 

determination, settling quickly to work and avoiding unnecessary distractions. Fantastic effort, Nate! 

 

Remi: for showing outstanding persistence in creating your Tjanpi Desert Weavers inspired giraffe. You 

constructed a strong foundation using pop stick and tape. Well done, Remi!  

 

for your commitment to learning across all subjects. You have made improvements in literacy and numeracy 

because of the effort you put in. Remember, “You can do hard things” and you prove this point every day, 

when you come to school. It was a pleasure to see you accurately measuring in centimetres during 

mathematics this week. Well done, Remi. 

 

Brianna: for working really hard on your writing this week. You have asked for help when needed and kept 

trying your best to get your ideas down. I am so proud of your efforts and positive attitude, Brianna- Great 

job!  

 

For your enthusiastic approach to every Art lesson. You created a bright, colourful and bold Hermannsburg 

Potters inspired artwork. Well done, Brianna!  

Child safety and wellbeing at Bethanga Primary School: information for families and the school community 

 

Bethanga Primary School is committed to providing an environment where students are safe and feel safe. 

Our child safety framework includes policies, codes and procedures that explain how we support and 

maintain the safety and wellbeing of our students and protect them from harm. These documents are 

available on our school’s website.  

Our students and families are important partners in providing a child safe environment. These regular 

newsletter reminders are one of the ways we ensure our school community is aware of: 

- our commitment to child safety, and  

- how to provide feedback or raise child safety concerns. 

If you have any concerns about child safety at any time, please contact Rachel at the school on 02 6026 

4263. Any child safety complaints or concerns are treated seriously. For more information about our school’s 

complaints process, see our Complaints Policy available on our website.   

 

We also welcome your ideas on ways we can improve our approach to child safety and wellbeing. If you 

have any suggestions or comments, please contact Rachel Saunders on 02 6026 4263 or at 

Rachel.Saunders@education.vic.gov.au. 

 

mailto:bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Get to know our Community  

 

 

 
 

A place I’d like to visit… 

AGAIN! 

 

My Favourite Ice-cream 

flavour… 

Something I am good  

at is… 

Dancing  

You are a great friend to me and everyone, you have a really nice personality, and I will miss you 

next year. Melody  
You are so kind and bubbly. You always want to make games fair and make sure everyone has a 
fun time. Quinn 
You are a good person. I like to see you having fun with your friends. Chase  
You are very good friend to play with at the park. Jude B 
You are very nice and use awesome language out in the playground to others. Cooper  
You are so kind. You always have a smile on your face, you are always happy. Danni  
You’re a funny and kind person. Billy  
You are really funny and kind to everyone. Angus  
You are very kind to everyone and a great sister to Ollie. Hamish  
You are a good person. You make people want to be their best self. Amelia 
I hope you have a smile on your face. Nate  
I like you because you are a good friend to other people. You are so nice. Bronte  
I like you because you are a good person and you are nice to me. Heath 
You are a great friend because you are kind to other people. Luka  
You are a good friend. I liked it when you came to my house for dinner. Playing soccer was fun! 

Tommy  
I like you because you are nice. Eli  
Your smile lights up the room and you have a bubbly personality. Henry  
You are the sweetest girls I have ever met. Charlie  
I love when you come to the park and play with me and Brianna. Remi  
You are the funniest and most energetic person I have ever known. Thank you for cheering me up 
when I need it. Lucy  
You are a super good friend to me. You are funny and you have a bright smile. McKenzie  
You are nice and respectful. Zach  
You are a very good sister. Ollie  
You are a great friend to have. You are kind, funny and happy. Maggie F 
You are very kind and very funny. You are nice. Jude  
You are such a nice friend to me. I love it if I am sad, you are always willing to help me. Everly  
With your imaginative mind I would like to say Happy Bucket Filler Day! Brianna  
You have a bright and colourful soul. You are the bestest friend I could ever have. You are so funny 
and kind and you tell the funniest jokes! Sylvie  
You are kind to lots of people, and you are smart. Wyatt 
You are a great maths partner. Nick  
You’re an amazing friend. You’ve always got a smile on your face. Liv  
You are a great sister to Ollie. Parker  
You are a great student at the school. Owen 
You are the best year 3 ever! You are kind and funny! Maggie P 
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 I am a good friend because…    
 

 

 

 

 

I liked the part 

where they 

travelled around 

lots of places. Jude  

 

This book was really 

creative, and I like 

the pictures. Chase  

 

This book had a good 

message – there is 

something new 

everywhere you go. 

Hudson  

 

Book Week has been a blast this 

week. Each day we have read one 

of the 6 shortlisted books, with the 

whole school, and participated in 

multi-aged activities to complement 

the book. Each day we have voted 

on the book – what we thought of 

the pictures, the text, the message, 

the characters and the setting. 

Children’s Book Council of Australia 

Shortlisted winner for 2025 was-  

TRUCK CAT!  

Bethanga’s voted winner was  

THESE LONG-LOVED THINGS  
 

I could really relate to 

this book having lived 

on the road for 2 

years. Hamish 

 

I liked this 

book 

because 

there was 

nature. Nate  

 
 

This book was about 

bringing communities 

together. Hugo  

 

 

This book was interesting as 

it had lots of detail and lots 

of emotions that you could 

relate to. Danni  

 

This book was great as it had a 

secret meaning - you can hold 

onto grief for a little while, but 

you should let it go eventually. 

Amelia  

 

This book had a good 

message to tell us - don’t 

carry your grief around 

for too long. Angus  

 

 

I liked how it was about a 

cat. Melody  

 

 

This book was a very 

thoughtful story. Quinn  
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