Bethanga Primary School

PRINCIPAL: Rachel Saunders
Our Purpose We provide all students from Bethanga, Bellbridge and beyond with an inspiring and

responsive curriculum to promote thinking and encourage curiosity. We nurture individual talents and
needs in our setting underpinned by high expectations, quality opportunities and caring personalized

attention in order for our children to reach their full academic and social potential.

School Values RAPPORT - Respec’r Acceptcmce Persistence Pride Opﬁmism Resiience Truth

Term 3 Week 9 2025

Newsletfter published
Friday 19t September 2025

Upcoming Dates
TERM 4

WEEK 1
Monday 8th October
First Day Back for Term 4

Thursday 9th October

School Council Meeting @ 5pm
Friday 10 October

Upper Hume Athletics Carnival
WEEK 3

Tuesday 21st October

‘Parallel Wild’ Landcare Writing
Day- Madhan

Wednesday 22nd October
‘Parallel Wild’ Landcare Writing
Day- Millewa

WEEK 4

Thursday 30t October

School Council Meeting @ 5pm
Friday 31st October

World Teacher’s Day

WEEK 5

Monday 34 November
Cluster Curriculum Day

Tuesday 4" November
Melbourne Cup
Public Holiday- NO SCHOOL

T

Hoppi: Bithday! -

] TV
- |

Happy birthday to Angus
who celebrated his
birthday last week

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS!
HAVE FUN

& STAY
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From the Principal’s pen...

Apologies Parents, | wrote a newsletter last week from Melbourne but didn't
redlise it didn't actually get to staff at school until Monday! As you'll be well
aware, | had the amazing experience of accompanying a third of our school fo
Melbourne for five days participating in the Victorian State School Spectacular
along with 3,000 other students from across Victorian Government schools... An
awe-inspiring event that our students embraced wholeheartedly. Nothing can
really prepare you for the energy, the pace, and the scale of it all until you're
standing in the arena. Our kids showed fantastic resilience, teamwork and
determination throughout the week. It was wonderful to also see lots of Bethanga
supporters in the audience for both the matinee and evening show... The kids
loved spofting you in the crowd as they danced!

Today we conclude term 3... A massive term! Teachers and students have been
complefing lots of assessment over the last couple of weeks fo monitor learning
growth and prepare for term 4 learning at point of need. | am so proud of the
progress students are making in their learning! This week we also completed 16
SSG Meetings, another avenue for acknowledging student progress towards
individual goals and connecting as the team around the child, working together
and strengthening home/school relationships.

Thank you to families who have taken the time to complete the Department of

Education Parent Opinion Survey. At the time of writing, we have a completion

rate of 76% (19 families) which has tripled since last week. We would love to have

the opinions of all of our families captured in this survey so please, if you have a

spare 15 minutes, jump on using the log on details outlined on uEducateUs so that

your voice is heoglornd we have a true representation of our whole community.
{ W

Kind Regards, Rach Saunders
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Get to know our Community
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Something | am good My Favourite Ice-cream A place I'd like to visit
atis... flavour... AGAIN...

Happy bucket filler day. | hope you have a good day. You are also a funny person to talk to - Amelia
You are very nice and you are funny — Maggie P

You are funny and red is a good colour. From McKenzie.

You are very nice and funny and are always willing to play or join in with other people. You are a good friend to have and
you are really good at Jedi — Cooper

You are the best year Four in the school. Grow a garden sounds like a good game and the
hammerhead shark is a good and very cute animal. Happy Bucket Filler Day. P.S: The school would
be a soggy meatball without you. Owen

| hope you feel better - Bronte

You always have amazing ideas and always work hard to achieve your goals. | hope you have an
awesome week — Quinn

You are a great climber — | think your name should be Parkour! Charlie

Happy Bucket Filler Day. Hope you have an amazing day. You're an amazing friend to me and
others. From Liv

You are so full of happiness at your place of school — Hugo

You are a funny one! Joke- What do eggs do for fune Kareyoke.

Happy bucket day. You are kind and | hope to play grow a garden with you — Nate

You are very funny and good at making victory dancers. Happy Bucket Filler Day. Jude. P

| like you Parker, you are a good runner and you are super fast - Heath

| enjoy going to your house. You are nice - Chase

You’re a funny and kind person — Billy

Dear Parker, | would love to play Pokemon with you - Eli

You’re such a good brother to Hudson. Happy bucket filler day — Danni

You are very nice and you have a bubbly personality — Henry

You are nice and happy — Zach

You are a good friend to me and you are funny. Wyatt

You are a super funny person and are really kind. | love playing ROBLOX with you — Angus

You are a real friend and always nice to other people — Luka

You are kind and caring and Roblox is a really fun game. From Brianna.

You are a nice person and are great in leadership - Melody

You are very funny and always fun to play with. You are a great brother to Hudson. Happy bucket filler day — Hamish
You are a really good friend to Liv.T. I miss Liv. B foo. Maggie. F e

You are nice to your friends - Tommy R <7
You are the best friend to walk home with me from the bus stop - Jude B

You are a funny person to play with because you have some good games to play. vy

You are good at downball and very funny when we are playing dodgeball. Ollie

B
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Get to know our Community

Something | am really good
atis... My Favourite Ice-cream A place I'd like to visit
flavour... AGAIN...

You're very nice. | readlly like your Hugo news. You are very good at drawing. Chase

You are the G.O.A.T. | love Kirby too, specifically in the Forgotten Land. Nick

You always want to talk to me about your interests, like Nintendo and Kirby, you are a super
nice and caring friend, and we have so much in common. You are also super good at
drawing Kirby ad very smart. | admire your interests in video games. You're amazing. Quinn
You are very talented at drawing. Hudson

You are amazing at drawing and I'm wishing you a happy bucket filler day. You are really
smart at maths. Brianna

You are the best gamer at Kirby and Hugo news sound very funny. And uncounted fimes you
have outsmarted me in maths. Jude B

You are very smart, good at drawing and have a huge imagination. Jude P

You are so smart and you are good at maths. McKenzie

You are a great person and a great drawer and an amazing news reporter. You are amazing
at mathematics and Kirby is really cute. Owen

| love your news video on the ipads and | think Kirby sounds fun from what you say. You are
very smart and you blow my mind. Cooper

You're a funny and kind person and you are a really good friend. Billy

You're great at maths, you're good at drawing Kirby. Liv

You are a good student and good at Kirby. Wyatt

| like your drawings and stories and Kirby is a fun game on Nintendo. Hamish

| love your drawing. Your drawing is great. Bronte

You are a great friend and you have good drawings. Luka

| think you are a good film maker. Heath

| love your master drawings, you are also a great son to Mrs Hamam. Charlie

| ike me because you helped me when | was hurt. Henry

Your news is fantastic. | am so surprised that Mrs Baude robbed the bank. Remi

| like you because you do fantastic drawings. Maggie

| like you because you are kind. Eli

You are kind and nice. Zach -, e

You are a cool kid and good at cops and robbers. Ollie w(
You are very funny and kind. lvy \
You are creative and kind. Parker A

~
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Student Achievement

Congratulations to the students who were acknowledged at Assembly this week for being active learners
and making positive contributions to the Bethanga Primary School community.

Billy: for his effort in cooking on Friday. Billy was very
capable, leading his group making banana bread and
then cleaning up afterwards. Great show of leadership
Billy!

Everly: for excellent participation in the ‘Dreaming
Project’ incursion. You were so engaged and so creative
in your ‘green screen’ dance and body movements
activity. Great work Ev!

Henry: for the incredible effort he has been putting into
his writing. Henry created an amazing narrative. Fantastic
job creating a story with a clear beginning, middle and
end Henry — your best writing yet!

Maggie: for the amazing effort she has been putting into maths. Maggie has achieved her goal of skip counting
forwards and backwards by 10s within 1000 bridging across hundreds. She is also making great connections between
multiplication and division. Maggie you are a mathematical superstar!

Jude: for amazing description in his writing. You have been open to feedback in our conferencing sessions and have
been able to take some already fabulous phrasing to the next level. Writing is your gift Jude — Keep it up!

Quinn: for a great cooking session on Friday. You certainly showed off your cooking skills to us alll Thanks for being a
willing participant and taking on extra tasks. A great show of leadership skills AND your cooking skills — Well done!

Hugo: for his amazing effort at filming and editing his own
movie. Hugo was able to edit his video, add in sounds,
and photos to make a news report. He was so proud of
his achievement that he wanted to share with everyone.
He even worked hard after school making a new video.
Great job Hugo!

Cooper: for his excellent work helping out everyone with
filming and editing. He had great expertise that he
brought to the lesson and shared with everyone. Thanks
for your help Cooper!

Cooper: for being enthusiastic in learning the Ukulele
during our music lesson. You picked up playing the C & F
chord and were able to keep the beat while changing
chords. Great work!

Owen: for working so well in class, listening carefully and following instructions. Owen has been helpful to others and shown
great organisation in the classroom, always willing to do something exira, like set up or pack up for a lesson, well done,
Owen!

Hamish: for being very engaged in learning the Ukulele during our music lesson. You were attentive, respectful and
participated so well. You picked up playing the C & F chord and were able to keep the beat. Excellent work, keep
practicing!

Luka: for the huge effort you have been putting into improving your reading and writing. Luka is using his phonics
knowledge to encode and decode words and making fantastic progress. It has been wonderful to see Luka's confidence
grow as his skills have developed. We are all so proud of your hard work and determination Luka, well donel!
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It was such an enjoyable experience dancing in
Melbourne's State School Spectacular for the third
and last time. For the three years I've done it, I've
had a lot of fun learning all the dancing and
getting to stay in Melbourne for a few days and
explore the area. | really wish | could do it next
year, and | hope people who do it next year have
lots of fun. Quinn

I had an amazing time at the VSSS25, (Victorian
State School Spectacular). It was especially
exciting since it was my third and last year. It's really
fun going to Melbourne and having the camp
experience and then waking up and dancing all
day. All the principal dancers and principal vocalist
were really nice, and we got to see them and talk
to them. My favourite part of the 5 days was show
day, getting all excited about the show, and
getting all glittered up before the show. Melody

| think the 2nd year at VSSS was
amazing because you knew where o
go and you got the hang of doing
more practice. Plus going out for food
was amazing. | would do it again but
am very fired. Hudson

| liked State School Spectacular because | got
yummy lunch and dinner. On the first night we
had pizza and pasta, on the second night we
had schnitzel and on the third night we had
burgers. In the arena, the backstage was very
cramped and hot until we got on stage. | think |
want to do it again next year. The songs that we
danced to were Levels, Free from Desire, Come
Alive, 99 Red Balloons, Love is in the Air, Learning
to Fly and Think. Jude
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In Mudgee, we have been diving into the world of multiplication and division this term through lots of hands-
on, engaging activities. Everyone has explored numerous strategies including arrays (Hip! Hip! Array!), repeated
addition and subtraction, skip counting and creating equal groups. Our class division moftto is ‘We share to be
fairl’

We have also learnt some brand-new vocabulary such as the fancy maths word for leftovers, remainder.
Students enjoyed practising this skill of dividing by two with some very popular resources, including popcorn
and skittles!

It has been wonderful to see students making connections between these strategies and their everyday lives,
developing not only their number fluency but also their problem-solving skills. Most importantly showing great
teamwork (and self-control) when sharing those delicious treats equally! Here are a few snaps of our superstar
mathematicians...
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Plant Stall

We would love donations of plants, cuttings and
succulents. We have some small pots that parents
can pick up from school for this purpose,

2nd hand books & White Elephant Stall

High quality books, toys and household goods can
be donated for these two stands. Please ensure
nothing broken or worn out is donated.

Cake Stall

We certainly don’t need these donations in
advance! Just a heads up that the week before the
fair, we will send home a plate and instructions for
the cake stall and donations can be delivered to
school the day of the fair (cakes, slices, chocolate
crackles, honey joys)

100 Square Spinning Wheel

We will have a Spinning Wheel with HEAPS of prizes
drawn on the night. Being only a month out from
Christmas we thought if we got donations of a

variety of items — Christmas goodies, new toys, books,

games, gifts for Mum or Dad, vouchers, we could
create hampers as prizes.

NEXT FAIR MEETING: 8th October @
5pm at the Bethanga Hotel

Thank you so much to Heather, Kim, Jaymee
and Kate who have come together (along
with myself) to create the 2025 Fair
Committee... what a fabulous level of
support for this wonderful school event!
Plans are well underway to ensure the fair
has something for everyone!

We are requesting support from our families,
to make it easier, | have put together this
‘how to help’ guide.

Lob-o0-choc — DONATIONS OF CHOCOLATE BARS &
BLOCKS REQUIRED... GREAT TIME TO PURCHASE NOW -
ALL ON SALE FOR HALLOWEEN!

This is a firm favourite with the kids where kids throw
a gold coin onfo a shell pool covered with
chocolate - if the coin lands on a bar or block...
the person wins it!

For this one, we are asking each family to donate
filled jars — they could be filled with little toys, bath
bombs, vouchers, lollies... the possibilities are
endless! The jars are on display however which jar
the purchaser gefts is a mystery as they draw a
number and then get the corresponding jar.

Wine or Water?

The adult version of the mystery jars! Bottles are in
brown paper bags; you purchase one for $5 and
then pull the bottle out of the bag to reveal
whether you have purchased a bottle off water or
a boftle of wine! We require donated bottles of
wine — both empty and fulll For empty boftles,
please make sure they are washed and have a
screw on lid.

MARQUEES

| am after approx. 12 3x3m marquees to loan for
this event. If you have one that you are happy for
us to loan and return at the conclusion of the event
- please let me know ASAP
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