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Bethanga Primary School 
PRINCIPAL: Rachel Saunders 

Our Purpose We provide all students from Bethanga, Bellbridge and beyond with an inspiring and 

responsive curriculum to promote thinking and encourage curiosity. We nurture individual talents and 

needs in our setting underpinned by high expectations, quality opportunities and caring personalized 

attention in order for our children to reach their full academic and social potential. 

 

School Values RAPPORT – Respect Acceptance Persistence Pride Optimism Resilience Truth 

Term 4 Week 1 2025 
Newsletter published  

Friday 10th October 2025 

Upcoming Dates  
 

WEEK 3 

Tuesday 21st October 

‘Parallel Wild’ Landcare Writing 

Day- Madhan 
 

Wednesday 22nd October 

‘Parallel Wild’ Landcare Writing 

Day- Millewa 

 

Fair Meeting- 5pm @ Bethanga 

Pub 
 

WEEK 4 

Thursday 30th October 

School Council Meeting @ 5pm 
 

Friday 31st October  

World Teacher’s Day 
 

WEEK 5 

Monday 3rd November   

Cluster Curriculum Day  
 

Tuesday 4th November  

Melbourne Cup  

Public Holiday- NO SCHOOL 

 

Wednesday 5th November 

Fair Meeting- 5pm @ Bethanga 

Pub  

 

Thursday 6th November 

Catholic College Year 6 

Transition Day  

 

WEEK 6 

Wednesday 12th November 

Kinder Visits 

 

Thursday 13th November 

Victory Year 6 Transition Day  

 

WEEK 7 

Friday 21st November 

School Fair 4:30-7:30 

 

WEEK 8 

Monday 24th -Thursday 27th 

November 

Whole School Swimming 

 

WEEK 9  

Wednesday 3rd December 

Year 6 Afternoon 

 

Thursday 4th December 

Victory Year 6 Transition Day 

 

Year 6 Graduation  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

From the Principal’s pen… 

What a fabulous start we’ve had to Term 4! Students have returned settled, 

engaged, and eager to learn — it’s been wonderful to see classrooms buzzing with 

curiosity and enthusiasm. 

 

There’s already plenty of integrated learning happening across the school. One of 

the highlights has been Mrs Smith’s Café, a much-loved feature in the F-2 

classroom. Students have been learning about money in a hands-on, meaningful 

way by ‘purchasing’ items from the café using play money. This engaging activity 

helps them demonstrate their growing skills — from making collections of coins to 

showing multiple combinations of the same amount, and for the older students, 

calculating change. It’s real-world learning at its best! 

 

Our whole-school integrated topic for Term 4 is “Survival”, a Cluster student-voice 

negotiated topic. You may remember that last term, student leaders from each of 

the Cluster schools came together to pitch topic ideas gathered through student 

forums at their own schools. This process not only strengthens student voice but 

ensures that our learning is connected to what students are truly interested in, while 

still meeting the requirements of the Victorian Curriculum. 

 

There’s also a lot happening beyond the classroom this term! Students in Years 3–

6 will soon take part in the “Parallel Wilds” incursion, a unique blend of Landcare, 

creative writing, and virtual reality that promises to be an inspiring and immersive 

experience. We’re also looking forward to the Cluster Hockey Day, the F–2 Cluster 

Day at Walwa, our swimming program, an exciting Sporting Schools orienteering 

course, and of course, the always-popular F–2 Melbourne Trip — this year to 

Scienceworks! 

 

On top of all that, we’ll be running extensive transition programs for students 

entering and exiting Bethanga Primary to help make their next steps smooth and 

successful. And let’s not forget our School Fair in Week 7, which is shaping up to be 

a fantastic community event. 

It’s a jam-packed term full of opportunities for learning, growth, and connection 

— lucky we have 11 weeks to fit it all in! 

 

 

 
 

Kind Regards, Rach Saunders 

mailto:bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Get to know our Community  

 

 

 
 

A place I’d like  

to visit is… 

 

My Favourite Ice-cream 

flavour… 

Something I am good  

at is… 

You’re a really good footy and soccer player. Billy  
You are funny and a good person. Amelia  
You are very kind and a fun person to play with. Jude B 
I like playing Pokémon with you, it’s always really fun! Happy Bucket Filler Day. Hamish  
You are funny and kind to others. I hope you have a good day. Nate  
You are very funny. Hudson  
I like playing soccer with you, you are so funny. Angus  
You’re nice and funny. I like how you used to grow a mullet. Chase  
You’re really kind to me and everyone, you are also really good at sports. Melody  
You are very funny and energetic. Happy Bucket Filler Day. Jude P 
Happy Bucket Filler Day. Collingwood is the best time I know. Liv  
You are amazing. Parker  
You are a great year one. Happy Bucket Filler Day. Owen 
You are great at down ball and footy. Ollie  
You have a bubbly personality and every time I see you, you have a smile on your face. Brianna  
You are a good student and a good person. Wyatt  
You’re an awesome little brother but sometimes you are frustrating. I really love it when you do stuff 

with me. Everly  
You are so enthusiastic and energetic. I always hear you yelling with excitement and having fun 
at recess. Sylvie  
Pokémon are cool. Green and red are cool too. Maggie  
You look like fun to play with. Ivy  
You are so good at soccer when you play at school. McKenzie  
You are a great student. Nick 
You are nice and kind. You are a great friend. Zach  
You are a nice friend and you are really nice to me and other people. Luka  
You are a nice friend to me and other people in Mudgee. Bronte  
I like you because you are always so funny and we play fun games. Heath  
Your jokes are funny and it is fun to play with you. Tommy  
You are the funniest student we have ever met! Have a good day bro! Charlie  
Collingwood is a good team. Remi  
I like you because you make fun games for the boys and you are funny. Maggie P 
You are a nice kid and I like playing Zombies with you. Eli  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Japan 

 Soccer  
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Get to know our Community  
 

You are very helpful and a great Mudgee teacher. Happy Bucket Filler Day. Hamish  
You are very funny and helpful. Happy Bucket Filler Day. Nate  
I have heard from Mudgee that you are a great teacher. Hudson 
I have heard from Mudgee that you are a great teacher. Angus  
You’re a funny and kind teacher. Billy  
You are the best teacher at this school. You know how to sort problems out very quickly. Jude B 
You are a good teacher, and you are funny. Amelia  
You are a great teacher to Mudgee. Your smile makes me smile. Chase  
You are a great teacher and I ma really glad you came to this school. Melody  
You are a great teacher to Mudgee. Owen  
You are a good teacher to Mudgee. Jude P 
You’re a great teacher to Mudgee, Happy Bucket Filler Day. Liv  
You are a good teacher, and you are very funny. Ollie  
You are very creative, I can tell because your class is super creative. Parker  
You are a wonderful teacher to Mudgee and you are an amazing person. Brianna 
You are such a nice and awesome person. You are so kind. Everly 
You are a very good teacher to Mudgee, you obey the rules very well. Sylvie  
You are a nice person and a good teacher. Wyatt  
You are a good teacher to Mudgee. Maggie  
You have a good teaching way and it is fun to listen to. Ivy 
You are a good teacher to Mudgee, the rainbow is a good colour. McKenzie   
You are a great teacher in Mudgee. Nick  

Your teaching is very smart, and you are a great teacher. Charlie  
Thanks for letting us make ice cream in Mudgee. You are a great teacher and I will miss you next 
year. Remi  
You are a good teacher to Mudgee. Thank you for teaching us and for the best year. Maggie P 
I like you because you teach us really good. Bronte  
You are a great teacher, and you teach us to learn very good. Luka  
You are the best teacher, and you teach us well and you are kind. Zach 
You are a good teacher because you teach us good things. Tommy  
You are the best teacher ever. Henry   
I am looking forward to getting to know you. Eli  
I like you because you are very smart. Heath  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making 
Costumes 

 

My Favourite Ice-cream 

flavour… 

 

 

A place I’d like to visit 

AGAIN…  

 

Italy  

 

Something I am really good 

at is… 

Hokey Pokey 

mailto:bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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  ATTENDANCE 

As we head into Term 4, it’s wonderful to see students returning refreshed and ready to learn. We know Term 

3 was a challenging one, with many students (and families!) experiencing extended illnesses that kept 

children home for stretches of time. While it’s absolutely important that students stay home when they’re 

unwell, we also noticed a significant number of absences not related to illness. 

 

Every day a child is at school matters. Consistent attendance helps students build strong learning 

foundations, maintain friendships, and feel connected to their class and school community. Even a few days 

away each term can add up, impacting confidence, progress, and engagement. 

 

As we move into the warmer months, our focus is on improving attendance across the school. Our goal is 

simple: to have everyone here— happy, healthy, and learning as much as possible! 

 

Below is a snapshot of our attendance data for Terms 1–3.  

 

 
 

 

 

Ideally, we’re aiming for: 

 

Tier 1: Less than 10 days absent – 80%+ of students 

Tier 2: Less than 20 days absent – 15% of students 

Tier 3: 20+ days absent – 0–5% of students 

 

While these are our long-term targets heading into 2026, 

in the short term we’re encouraging families to help us 

take small, achievable steps: 

 

* Keep students home only when they are genuinely 

unwell. 

* Plan family holidays during school breaks. 

* Schedule appointments outside of school hours where 

possible. 

 

Together, we can ensure every student has the best 

chance to thrive, learn, and make the most of every 

day at school. 

 
 

 

       Two Night Getaway for Families Caring for a Young 

Person with Disability        

UMFC’s Interchange program is offering an all-inclusive 

holiday this November — just $50 per family (payable at 

time of booking). 

 

This is an opportunity to get away spend time together as 

a family and also meet up with families living shared 

experiences.  

 

   Private cabin 

   Meals and activities included 

   Connect with other families 

   Plan your own itinerary or join in the fun of pre-planned 

activities 

 

Funded by the Victorian Government’s Support for Carers 

– Additional Respite Program. 

 

Contact 0260535042 and ask for the Interchange Program 

or email admin@umfc.com.au to book your spot today.  

 

Please note, free registration may also be required via the 

camp venue. 

 

mailto:bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.bethanga.vic.gov.au/
mailto:admin@umfc.com.au


 

 5 Beardmore Street Bethanga VIC 3691 02) 60 264 263  

 bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au  www.bethanga.vic.gov.au  

 Also find us on Facebook to keep up to date.  

 

  

 
 

 

This term Millewa are soaking themselves in all types of poetry. We are looking at figurative 

language, and how to add this into our poems to make it more appealing to our readers. This 

week was all about odes. Here is a selection that Millewa have worked on this week. They have 

really focused on adding in metaphors, similes and personification this week.  
 OH NUGGYS  

You're so yummy 

I want to dip you in sweet and sour sauce 

and nibble you all up. 

When I see you,  

you sing to me making me want to eat you 

more, 

Crunch, crunch  

you're crispiness, 

I just want to chomp on. 

 

You taste like a little gold nugget, 

I’ll never stop eating you.  

You feel like melted cheese in my hand 

I’ll eat you any time of the day or night. 

You smell like the dust from the air con, 

If I don't eat you now, I’ll die!  

Angus 

 

Oh Honey Soy Chicken Nibbles 

  

I love your greasy meat and your juicy skin. 

You are delicious and tasty. 

I love your smell 

It’s like I’m smelling gold. 

 

When you are cooking 

I listen to your sizzling song 

When I see you 

I want to eat you. 

You are my favourite thing! 

Nate  

 

 

Oh Cobloaf  

You're very cheesy and crunchy 

I love you.  

You melt in my mouth. 

 

I rip you apart and dip you in your gooeyness. 

I eat you, 

You sing for me  

You're very good  

You melt my heart  

 

I don't often eat you,  

The first time I ate you,   

I melted like an ice cream 

You're just that good.  

 

I will never stop eating you 

Your crunchiness makes me smile.  

Your cheese melts in my mouth 

Oh Cobloaf,  

You are my favourite!  

Chase  

 

 

Oh parmi, my dear parmi , 

I love thee, parmi  

your golden cheese is crispy 

just like gold straight from a mine 

you blind me with your shiny oil. 

 

Your tomato sauce 

makes my heart flutter, 

Your chicken is moist and amazing.  

When I see you,  

you make mouth water,  

your crunchy crispiness makes me smile like crazy. 

 

 

I would die without you, 

my sweetie 

All of your ingredients 

sing to me.  

when i see you 

in the fridge you whisper my name. 

Amelia 

 

 

 

 Oh, tuna pasta bake! 

 

You taste like cake,   

You taste like heaven,  

You smell like heaven,  

When I come home from school and hear 

SIZZLE!  

 

Time races by. 

 

When I walk by you  

prey for my mouth,  

It just wants to devour you! 

When I bite you,  

I can’t get enough,  

 

If you did not exist, I would be depressed.   

Jude  

 
 

mailto:bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.bethanga.vic.gov.au/


 

 5 Beardmore Street Bethanga VIC 3691 02) 60 264 263  

 bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au  www.bethanga.vic.gov.au  

 Also find us on Facebook to keep up to date.  

 

  

 

   

 

mailto:bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.bethanga.vic.gov.au/


 

 5 Beardmore Street Bethanga VIC 3691 02) 60 264 263  

 bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au  www.bethanga.vic.gov.au  

 Also find us on Facebook to keep up to date.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           

 

   

 

 

 

 I am a good friend because…    

 

Thank you so much to Heather, Kim, Jaymee 

and Kate who have come together (along 

with myself) to create the 2025 Fair 

Committee… what a fabulous level of 

support for this wonderful school event! 

Plans are well underway to ensure the fair 

has something for everyone!  

 

We are requesting support from our families, 

to make it easier, I have put together this 

‘how to help’ guide.  
 

Lob-o-choc – DONATIONS OF CHOCOLATE BARS & 

BLOCKS REQUIRED… GREAT TIME TO PURCHASE NOW – 

ALL ON SALE FOR HALLOWEEN! 

This is a firm favourite with the kids where kids throw 

a gold coin onto a shell pool covered with 

chocolate – if the coin lands on a bar or block… 

the person wins it! 

 

Mystery Jars (Tombola) 

 
For this one, we are asking each family to donate 

filled jars – they could be filled with little toys, bath 

bombs, vouchers, lollies… the possibilities are 

endless! The jars are on display however which jar 

the purchaser gets is a mystery as they draw a 

number and then get the corresponding jar.   

 

Wine or Water? 

The adult version of the mystery jars! Bottles are in 

brown paper bags; you purchase one for $5 and 

then pull the bottle out of the bag to reveal 

whether you have purchased a bottle off water or 

a bottle of wine! We require donated bottles of 

wine – both empty and full! For empty bottles, 

please make sure they are washed and have a 

screw on lid.  

 

MARQUEES 

I am after approx. 12 3x3m marquees to loan for 

this event. If you have one that you are happy for 

us to loan and return at the conclusion of the event 

– please let me know ASAP        

 

Plant Stall 

We would love donations of plants, cuttings and 

succulents. We have some small pots that parents 

can pick up from school for this purpose,  

 

2nd hand books & White Elephant Stall 

High quality books, toys and household goods can 

be donated for these two stands. Please ensure 

nothing broken or worn out is donated.  

 

Cake Stall 

We certainly don’t need these donations in 

advance! Just a heads up that the week before the 

fair, we will send home a plate and instructions for 

the cake stall and donations can be delivered to 

school the day of the fair (cakes, slices, chocolate 

crackles, honey joys)  

 

100 Square Spinning Wheel 

We will have a Spinning Wheel with HEAPS of prizes 

drawn on the night. Being only a month out from 

Christmas we thought if we got donations of a 

variety of items – Christmas goodies, new toys, books, 

games, gifts for Mum or Dad, vouchers, we could 

create hampers as prizes. 

 

NEXT FAIR MEETING: 22nd October @ 

5pm at the Bethanga Hotel 
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