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Bethanga Primary School 
PRINCIPAL: Rachel Saunders 

Our Purpose We provide all students from Bethanga, Bellbridge and beyond with an inspiring and 

responsive curriculum to promote thinking and encourage curiosity. We nurture individual talents and 

needs in our setting underpinned by high expectations, quality opportunities and caring personalized 

attention in order for our children to reach their full academic and social potential. 

 

School Values RAPPORT – Respect Acceptance Persistence Pride Optimism Resilience Truth 

Term 2 Week 2 2026 
Newsletter published  

Friday 1st May 2026 

Upcoming Dates  
Week 2  

Saturday 2nd May  

Bunnings BBQ VSSS26 

 

Week 3 

Thursday 7th May  

Mother’s Day Stall  

 

Friday 8th May  

F-2 Cluster Day- Talgarno  

 

Week 4 

Monday 11th May 

The Mandala Project- Year 5/6 

 

Tuesday 12th May  

F-6 Cross Country 

 

Friday 15th May 

VSSS26 Regional Rehearsal 2 

 

Week 5  

Thursday 21st May  

F-6 Space Excursion  

 

Friday 22nd May 

Hot Lunch Day- Mini Pizzas 

 

Week 6 

Friday 29th May 

Crazy Hair Day- Gold Coin 

Donation 

 

Week 7 

Friday 5th June 

Report Writing Day- STUDENT 

FREE DAY  

 

Week 8 

Monday 8th June  

KING’S BIRTHDAY PUBLIC 

HOLIDAY  

 

Friday 12th June 

Winter Sports Practise- 

Tallangatta 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

From the Principal’s Pen… 
At school, some of the most powerful learning moments aren’t always planned—

they happen naturally, sparked by curiosity and wonder. This week provided a 

perfect example of the value of embracing incidental learning opportunities when 

students made an exciting discovery on our storybook stairs: a large caterpillar! 

What began as a moment of surprise quickly turned into a rich learning 

experience. With the support of staff, students engaged in questioning, 

researching, and observing, ultimately identifying the caterpillar as a Saunders 

Moth—a coincidence that certainly sparked a few smiles across the school! 

From that point on, the caterpillar became a daily point of interest. Students 

eagerly checked in to ensure it was safe, carefully observing its changes over time. 

They were captivated by the intricate details of its cocoon and fascinated to 

discover that it appeared to move locations regularly—prompting even more 

questions and discussion. 

This experience highlights the incredible benefits of incidental learning. It fosters 

curiosity, encourages critical thinking, and promotes student-led inquiry. It also 

strengthens observation skills, patience, and a genuine appreciation for the 

natural world. Most importantly, it shows students that learning is everywhere—not 

just within the walls of a classroom or the pages of a book. 

Moments like these remind us of the importance of slowing down, noticing the 

world around us, and allowing space for curiosity to lead the way. We look forward 

to seeing what unexpected learning opportunities next week might bring! 

 

 
 

 
 

Regards, Rach Saunders 
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Congratulations to the students who were acknowledged at 

Assembly this week for being active learners and making 

positive contributions to the Bethanga Primary School  

 
 

Hudson: for demonstrating fantastic effort and creativity in his 

Scratch project about the Gold Rush. Hudson designed an 

engaging quiz and showed great pride in sharing his work and 

results with others. A wonderful achievement—well done! 

Adelaide: for showing wonderful persistence when tackling challenging tasks, especially in throwing and 

catching during sport and in your writing. You keep trying even when things feel difficult, showing great 

determination. You have also been building friendships and playing happily with others during break times. 

You should be proud of your positive attitude and continued effort! 

 

Everly: for a superb job working on her Gold Rush Game. Everly took some time deciding on what her project 

would be to show her learning about Gold Rush. However, she has worked really hard on her board game, 

even choosing to take it home to work on it further. Great job Everly! I love your perseverance and persistence 

on this project. 

 

Everly: for your creative design for the Picasso Cow Project. You approach all new art tasks with great 

enthusiasm and a positive attitude. You are always happy and motivated to take on new challenges, and 

your energy is reflected in your work. Keep up the fantastic effort and creativity. Well done, Everly!  

 

 

Today we held our first Student Leadership Hot Food Day for the 

term. What a huge success it was! Thank you to Sylvie, Lucy and 

Hugo who were the student leaders helping prepare and distribute 

the Hot Lunches this week. Our students are looking forward to the 

next Hot Lunch in week 5! 
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Hot Chocolate Tuesdays 

 

Tomorrow, we have our last major Fundraiser for the State School Spectacular. We will be at 

Bunnings Wodonga 8am-4pm – please support this event by coming along and purchasing a 

sausage in bread and spread the word to family and friends too! Hopefully the brilliant 

weather we have had all week will continue and it will be a great success! Thank you to the 

VSSS26 families who have volunteered to assist at the BBQ. Please ensure that you have 

enclosed shoes on, aprons will be provided. Students are welcome to come along and assist 

however only those over 18 are allowed to manage the cooking.  
 

  
 

 
Starting school is an exciting time in a child’s life. However, with this excitement can come feelings of uncertainty and 

nervousness. To ensure these feelings are minimised, we endeavour to make your child feel a part of our school before they 

start! This makes for a smooth transition and a great start in 2027! 

 

Our official transition program will commence in Term 4 – events will be published once enrolments are confirmed. Enrolments 

for Foundation 2027 ARE OPEN NOW.  

Please contact the school if you would like to arrange a tour or receive an enrolment package. Enrolments for 2026 close 

31st July 2026.  

 

On Thursday 7th May we will hold our annual Mother’s Day Stall. There will 

be a range of gifts for students to purchase for their mum or special 

person in their life. This year gifts will be either $5 or $10, there will be 

enough gifts for students to purchase two each.  

  

Each Tuesday from 

week 3, our student 

leaders will be selling Hot 

Chocolates at lunch 

time to raise money for  

the leadership camp at the end of the 

year.  
 

Warm it up Wednesdays 

Every Wednesday students are invited to 

bring in something that can be toasted or 

warmed up for lunch.  

Please note: We can not make noodles at 

school due to the risk of boiling water.  

If your child would like noodles, we 

welcome them to bring the in a thermos 

with the water drained already.  
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CHANGES TO CROSS COUNTRY 

Unfortunately, due to a clash with the next State School Spectacular Regional Rehearsal 

(which almost half of our school will be at!) we are unable to participate in the NERSSA (North 

East Rural Schools Sports Association) Cross Country. However, we do not want our kids to miss 

out on the fun or the opportunity to progress to the next stage of Cross country (for those in 

grade 3-6). So, this year, we will run our own school event at the Bethanga Rec Reserve on 

Tuesday 12th May (Week 4). Students in F-2 will walk/run laps of the oval collecting a bead for 

their necklace after each lap. Students in 9/10 age groups will run a measured 2km track 

followed by our 11+ students who will run a 3km track. The 3-6 events will be timed with the 

times of the fastest finishers being sent through to the NERSSA committee to be compared to 

the times of other NERSSA students to ascertain who progresses to the next level of cross 

country. To make this day a success, we will require some parental help (along the course to 

direct students and to assist with the F-2 event. Ideally, we’d love 3-4 parents. If you are 

available on the 12th from 9am (to assist Mrs Saunders with set up) until approximately 12:30pm 

and have a current working with children’s check – please contact me asap – your assistance 

is much appreciated! 

    
 

 

 

 

THE MANDALA PROJECT – 5/6 Experience 

In week 4 (Monday 11th May), students in grade 5/6 will participate with senior students from 

Talgarno in a full day of personal development and activities/topics aligning with our 

EQ/Respectful Relationships Curriculum. The day is facilitated by Nicho and Mel, experienced 

delivering tailored programs to students in primary and secondary school. The first half of the 

program will be delivered in small groups – the girls at Bethanga Hall and the boys at Talgarno 

Hall, covering the following topics: 

 

Session 1: Boys: Gender Stereotypes | Girls: My Story. (Values) 

Session 2: Boys: Diversity | Girls: Gender Stereotypes & Relationships 

Session 3: Boys: Values | Girls: Mind. Body. Soul (Mental Health/Body Esteem & Wellbeing) 

 

Students will then all come together in the afternoon at Talgarno Hall for a combined activity. 

We are then inviting parents to come along to a parent session 2:30-3pm to hear about the 

day and what was covered. Please let me know if you are able to attend this parent session 

– we’d love to have Bethanga represented if possible.  

 

Additional information about The Mandala Project  

will be sent home with 5/6 students prior to the event.  
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Get to know our Community 

 
 

 

 

 

  

What is your favourite 

song? 

 

I would be 
able to 

Teleport 

What is your favourite 

food? 
If you could have any 

superpower, what would it be? 

You are kind, caring and a great friend. I like walking you home each day. Owen 
You are very funny and smart. You are helpful to everyone. Amiah  
You’re a great friend to me and others. You’re fun to hang out with. Liv  
You are funny and kind. You are good at soccer and hockey. Maggie P 
I like you because you are nice. Bronte  
I like your help. Eli  
You are a good brother to Hudson, and you are nice and caring. Zach  
You are kind and you are good at Hockey. Charlie  
You are kind and Pokémon is good. Tommy 
You are good at Hockey. Luka 
You are a good player at Hockey. Heath  
You are a good brother to Hudson. Henry  
You are a good friend to Henry. You are nice to others too, Francie  
I like you because you play with people a lot. You never stop playing. Theo  
You helped me when I have a sore. You are nice and kind. Adelaide  
You are such a good runner and great at Hockey. You have such an imaginative mindset. 

Everly 
You are very caring. Brianna  
You are very kind to lots of people. Maggie F 
You are really smart and kind. Wyatt  
You are funny. McKenzie  
You are really funny and you have a really cool personality. Amelia  
You are a great brother and you are good at fortnight and Hockey. Hudson 
You’re a really cool dude. Jude P 
You are an awesome friend and you’re super funny. Sylvie  
You’re an amazing friend and a great Hockey player. Angus  
You’re a funny and kind person. Billy  
I think you are cool. Nick  
You are a great friend to me and others. You are so creative and kind. Jude B 
I love your imagination in many things. Lucy  
Your heart makes everything shine. I like your hair. Hugo 
You are great at Hockey, and you are really funny. Remi  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pizza  
Stick Season 
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 I am a good friend because…    

 
 

This term, Mudgee will be exploring our exciting new integrated topic, Earth and Space through hands-on 

investigations and observations. We will learn about our place in the solar system and how science helps us 

understand the world around us. 

Mudgee will discover that Earth is one of eight planets, and we’ll observe patterns in the sky, including the 

movement of the Sun, Moon and Stars. We will use our senses, along with simple scientific tools, to make 

observations and begin to understand how scientific knowledge is developed. 

Throughout the unit, students will be encouraged to ask questions about what they notice in the world around 

them and make predictions based on patterns they observe. They will take part in investigations where they 

record their observations using drawings, simple measurements and digital tools. 

We engaged in our first lesson this week where we discussed what we already know, explored the planets in 

our solar system and spent the afternoon paper macheting balloons for a 3D model of the solar system to 

display in our classroom. Here are a few things we know so far along with some photos of our lesson… 

 

The Earth orbits the sun. - Heath 

Orbit is when you go around something. - Charlie 

The sun is a star and planets orbit stars. 

Jupiter has a big red spot which is shrinking. – Tommy 

Jupiter is the biggest planet. – Zach 

The moon is smaller than Earth. – Luka 

We live on planet Earth. - Maggie 
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