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Bethanga Primary School 
PRINCIPAL: Rachel Saunders 

Our Purpose We provide all students from Bethanga, Bellbridge and beyond with an inspiring and 

responsive curriculum to promote thinking and encourage curiosity. We nurture individual talents and 

needs in our setting underpinned by high expectations, quality opportunities and caring personalized 

attention in order for our children to reach their full academic and social potential. 

 

School Values RAPPORT – Respect Acceptance Persistence Pride Optimism Resilience Truth 

Term 1 Week 3 2026 
Newsletter published  

Thursday 12th February 2026 

Upcoming Dates  
WEEK 3 

Friday 13th February  

NERSSA Swimming Carnival  

3-6 Tallangatta 

 

WEEK 5 

Friday 27th February  

VSSS26 Rehearsal 1 

 

WEEK 6 

Friday 6th March 

Hockey Clinic 

 

WEEK 7 

Monday 9th March 

Labour Day PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

 

Tuesday 10th March 

Student Free Day 

 

NAPLAN WEEK 1  

Students in YR3 & YR5 

 

WEEK 8 

NAPLAN WEEK 2 

Students in YR3 & YR5 

 

WEEK 9 

Monday 23rd March 

F-2 Cluster Planning Day 

 

Tuesday 24th March 

3-6 Cluster Planning Day  

 

Wednesday 25th  

Cluster Day @ Bethanga 

 

WEEK 10 

Tues 31st March- Thurs 2nd April 

5/6 Camp- Ballarat  

 

Last Day of Term 1-  

2:30pm Finish 

 
Happy Birthday to Everly 

who is celebrating her 

birthday this week. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

From the Principal’s Pen… 
At Bethanga Primary School, we are committed to ensuring every child feels 

valued, included and supported—whether in the classroom, out on the 

playground, or through everyday interactions. It has been wonderful to see our 

students actively demonstrating kindness, respect and teamwork, helping to 

create a school environment where everyone feels a genuine sense of belonging.  

 

In recent weeks, staff have noticed many positive moments: students intentionally 

including others in games, cheering on their classmates, and offering support when 

someone needs a helping hand. From inviting a peer to join in at recess, to 

celebrating each other’s achievements, or encouraging a friend through a 

challenging task, our students are showing that they truly care for one another. 

 

Inclusion and encouragement are more than just words—they shape how we learn 

and grow together. When students feel safe and supported, they develop the 

confidence to take positive risks in their learning and to fully engage in school life. 

This strong sense of belonging builds school pride and reinforces that every child is 

an important part of our community. We encourage families to continue nurturing 

these values at home by talking about empathy, respect and the impact of small 

acts of kindness. Simple conversations can have a powerful influence and help 

children understand how their actions contribute to a positive and inclusive 

environment. 

 

As we acknowledge the kindness and inclusivity shown by our students, let’s keep 

championing these qualities in all aspects of school life. Together, we are 

strengthening a culture of care—one smile, one high-five and one encouraging 

word at a time. 

 

A sincere thank you to the parents and staff who assisted with the Lake Hume 

Cycle Challenge refreshment stop outside our school on Sunday—another 

wonderful example of our community demonstrating generosity and empathy in 

action. 

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend        

Regards, Rach Saunders 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regards, Rach Saunders 

 

 

 Last week we sent home annual consent forms (local 

excursion, photo permission & bus travel agreement). 

Thank you to families that have already returned these. If 

you have not, please do so asap. In regard to photo 

permission, there are 3 options for photo permission – 

within the physical school environment (photos in 

classrooms, information boards and displays), within the 

school community and beyond the school 

community/publicly eg. School website or Facebook. I just 

wanted to clarify that if parents tick that they do not 

consent to ‘beyond the school community’ this will also 

include newsletters as these are published on our website 

and Facebook page.  
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It’s official! The hall has been booked and we are commencing preparations for our 2026 Art Show. Over the 

years, the Bethanga Primary School Art Show has grown to become one of the most treasured events on our 

school (and Bethanga Community) calendar — not just as a showcase of student talent, but as a true 

celebration of community. 

 

At its heart, the Art Show provides every student with the opportunity to shine. It is a powerful reminder that 

creativity looks different for everyone and that each child’s voice and perspective matter. For many of our 

students, seeing their work professionally displayed and admired by family, friends and community members is a 

moment of immense pride. It builds confidence, resilience and a willingness to take creative risks — qualities that 

extend far beyond the art room. This event at its foundation also acknowledges the amazingly creative 

community we are a part of – so many quality artists live in Bethanga and surrounding areas!  

 

The impact of the Art Show reaches well beyond our students. The Art Show consistently brings together current 

families, past students, local residents and friends of the school. It creates a welcoming space where 

conversations flow, connections are strengthened and our shared pride in Bethanga Primary School is evident. 

In a small community, these opportunities to gather and celebrate are invaluable. The event has also played an 

important role in enhancing our school environment. Funds raised through the Art Show have contributed to 

valuable resources and improvements that directly benefit our students’ learning experiences. It is a wonderful 

example of how creativity can translate into tangible outcomes for our school. 

 

Perhaps most importantly, the Art Show reinforces what we value as a school — nurturing the whole child, 

celebrating effort and individuality and recognising that the arts are an essential part of a rich education. It 

showcases the depth of talent within our classrooms and highlights the dedication of our staff in fostering 

creativity and high-quality learning experiences. The Bethanga Primary School Art Show is more than an 

exhibition; it is a reflection of who we are — a connected, supportive and proud community that values 

opportunity, expression and belonging. We are grateful for the continued support that makes this event such a 

success year after year. 

 

To make the 2026 Art Show a success, we require support! I will commence reaching out via email to previous 

exhibitors this week so that they can lock in the date and start work on pieces. If you are an artist or know 

someone who is, please encourage them to contact me and I will send information and register them to be a 

part of the Show. Another key component of the Art Show is the Silent Auction (in previous years, this has raised 

approximately 60% of the total funds raised). I really need at least 1-2 parents to work together to source 

donations for this. Please contact me ASAP if you are able to assist. As we progress through the year, I will 

request additional support from our parent community so please chip in when you can – having adequate help 

this year will ensure the Art Show continues in the future (it is scheduled to take place every second year). If 

there is any parents in our school community that have the capacity to take on the co-ordination of the Art 

Show – please reach out to me, I am doing this currently however given we have Arts Festival, State School 

Spectacular, our School Review and the Art Show all in term 3… support (or someone to hand over to) would be 

GREATLY APPRECIATED        
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Maths in Mudgee: Learning About Data 

In Mudgee, students have been exploring data as part of our 

Mathematics learning under the Victorian Curriculum 2.0. We 

have been learning how to collect information using tally 

marks, represent our findings using simple column graphs and 

even interpreting what the results mean. 

Along the way we’ve discovered so much about each other 

from favourite colours, animals, food and even preferred 

activities! As a part of our investigations, we even visited the 

3–6 classroom to collect some data from Millewa students 

giving us even more purpose to our learning. Developing 

data skills helps our Mudgee students build critical thinking, 

problem-solving and decision-making abilities that are 

essential for understanding the world around them.  

It’s also lots of fun!  
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Follow the following link Parenting 

Programs to find registrations for 

each of these practical 

parenting programs as well as an 

array of others to get some 

assistance from experts.  We all 

need some help at times in order 

to navigate this sometimes 

fraught role of being a parent.   

Gateway Health offers both on 

line and in person sessions to 

accommodate family needs.  

 

If you have any queries, please 

contact Genn Hamam our 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 

Leader to lead you in the right 

direction.  
 

 

 

 
Congratulations to the students who were acknowledged at 

Assembly this week for being active learners and making positive 

contributions to the Bethanga Primary School community. 

 

Lucy, Sylvie, Everly, Angus & Jude: Congratulations on receiving your pen licence.  

 

Billy: for showing great leadership during our lunch time activities. Billy was very inclusive and shared the ‘Big 

Ball’ around with everyone in the activity, ensuring all had a fair go during the Big Ball soccer game.   

 
 

As a continuation of our students great 

work during National Lunchbox Week and 

Breakfast Club we will send home fruit with 

each student to ensure everyone has 

access to fresh fruit for their lunch box.  

 

We also have available take home packs 

that can include cereal, milk, spreads, 

bread and fruit for families that wish to 

collect, please contact Rach Saunders if 

you would like a pack made up for 

collection or to be sent home with students.  

mailto:bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Get to know our Community 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who is your favourite 

singer or band? 

 

I would be 
able to fly  

What is your favourite 

food? 
If you could have any 

superpower, what would it be? 

You are a great sister to Tommy. You have a bubbly personality. Remi 
You are such a nice and wonderful person. I hope year for is the year for you! 
Everly  
You are the G.O.A.T. at sewing. I like our interest in Harry Potter. Owen  
You are a good sewer. Amelia 
You’re a super funny person and you are also a really kind person. Angus  
You are bubbly and kind. Liv  
You are funny and kind to people. Jude B 
You are kind and funny. Wyatt 
You’re a good sister to Tommy. Billy  
You are so magical. Hugo  
I love how funny you are. I’m dazzled at how good you are at sewing. Lucy  
You are really funny and really cool. Nick  
You are funny and hilarious. I’m really glad you are my friend. McKenzie  
You are a great friend and so funny. You are also very creative. Sylvie 
You’re really funny and you’re great at Hunter. Hudson 
I like you because you have a bubbly personality and you are kind. Henry  
I like you, you are nice to me. Bronte  
You are funny and kind. I like green too, you are bubbly and funny too. Maggie P 
You have a bubbly personality. Charlie  
You are nice and caring. Zach 
You are nice to me. Luka  
You are good at sewing. Sloths are good. Tommy 
I like you because you are a good role model. Heath  
I like you because you are nice. I like your name and your hair colour. Eli  
 

 

 

Sushi 
Imagine Dragons 
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 I am a good friend because…    

Respectful, safe, engaged: shared expectations to support student behaviour 

When schools, families and students work together, we achieve the best outcomes. These partnerships are 

essential to creating school environments that support all students to belong, learn and thrive. At Bethanga 

Primary School all students are expected to be respectful, safe, and engaged. These behaviours help make our 

school a place where everyone can achieve their best.  

 

How parents and carers can help 

As a parent and carer, you play a vital role in helping your child to understand and meet shared behaviour 

expectations. By modelling and encouraging positive behaviour, you help your child build the skills and habits 

they need to be successful at school.  

 

You can see the Respectful, safe, engaged: shared expectations to support student behaviour statement on the 

department’s website. This outlines the shared expectations and how you can help. This has also been included 

in our school policy which you can read here 

 

Further information, resources and support are available at Supporting positive behaviour in Victorian 

government schools.  

 

Annual privacy reminder for our school community 

Our school collects and uses student and parent personal information for standard school functions or where 

permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy and the Schools’ Privacy Collection Notice. 

 

Our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students Policy, available on our school’s website, describes how we 

collect and use photographs, video and recordings of students. The policy also explains when parent consent is 

required and how it can be provided and withdrawn.  

 

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ privacy policy: information for parents. 
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