Bethanga Primary School

PRINCIPAL: Rachel Saunders
Our Purpose We provide all students from Bethanga, Bellbridge and beyond with an inspiring and

responsive curriculum to promote thinking and encourage curiosity. We nurture individual talents and
needs in our setting underpinned by high expectations, quality opportunities and caring personalized

attention in order for our children to reach their full academic and social potential.

School Values RAPPORT - RespecT Acceptcmce Persistence Pride Opﬂmism Resiience Truth

Term 1 Week 4 2026

Newsletfter published
Friday 20" February 2026

Upcoming Dates
WEEK 5
Friday 27t February
VS$S$S26 Rehearsal 1

WEEK 6
Friday 6t March
Hockey Clinic

WEEK 7
Monday 9t March
Labour Day PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Tuesday 10th March
Student Free Day

NAPLAN WEEK 1
Students in YR3 & YR5

WEEK 8
NAPLAN WEEK 2
Students in YR3 & YR5

WEEK 9
Monday 239 March
F-2 Cluster Planning Day

Wednesday 25t
Cluster Day @ Bethanga

WEEK 10
Monday 30t March
3-6 Cluster Planning Day

Tues 315t March- Thurs 2nd April
5/6 Camp- Ballarat

Last Day of Term 1-
2:30pm Finish
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Happy Birthday to Maggie
and Henry who are

celebrating their birthdays
this week.

From the Principal’s Pen...

It was a pleasure this week to welcome teachers from Falls Creek Primary
School to Bethanga. Opening our doors to colleagues from other schools is
always a valuable experience, and we were proud to showcase the learning
culture our staff and students work so hard to build each day. Our visitors
commented on the calmness they felt as they walked through classrooms and
learning spaces. They noticed the strong routines that support students to feel
safe and confident, and the respectful relationships between students and
staff that underpin everything we do. These foundations don't happen by
accident — they are intentionally developed over time and nurtured through
consistency, high expectations, and genuine care.

It is always powerful to step info other schools and learn from one another.
Education thrives on collaboration, and sharing practice helps all of us grow.
Hosting visitors, however, is equally valuable. It gives us the opportunity to
reflect on what we do well, articulate our approaches, and celebrate the
elements of school life that contribute to students being happy, healthy, and
ready to learn.

Sometimes the most important aspects of a school — a warm greeting at the
door, clear expectations, a sense of belonging, strong partnerships with
families — can become so embedded in daily life that they are almost taken
for granted. Hearing these strengths acknowledged by others is affirming and
a wonderful reminder of the positive culture we have built together as a
community.

Thank you to our staff and students for so authentically demonstrating what
makes Bethanga such a special place to learn and grow.

Next Wednesday will be the last rest day for our F2026 students. These days are
certainly needed at the start of the year as they fransition into school routines,
their bodies will be tired when they extend to a five-day week. We are always
mindful of this and give an exira layer of TLC (especially on Thursdays and
Fridays!) at this time. To support your child, please ensure they are getting
plenty of sleep and starting the day with a healthy breakfast.

Speaking of, it has been wonderful to see many students coming into Breakfast
Club at school. Breakfast Club is open to all students and in fact we encourage
ALL students to attend on the days it is run. It is an opportunity to connect and
start the day together while enjoying brekkie (sometimes a second onel) we
schedule Breakfast Club from 8:40-9am so that students travelling by bus don’t
miss out, please encourage your child to come to Breakfast Club on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays... one less thing for you to do at home in the
mornings!

Regards, Rach Saunders
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This Playgroup is run fortnightly in our library by Isabella Ozolins (family support

BE NGA office from Towong Shire) it commences at 9:30am (although participants are
welcome to come earlier and be a part of our School Assembly) and finishes at

P L ROU 11am. Bella facilitates the sessions with songs and activities to foster the parent-
child connection as well as providina the opportunity for local parents to connect

with each other. If you know parents in the Peninsula area with children below school age, please encourage
them to come - this playgroup is open to everyone, it is not exclusive to Bethanga parents.

The remaining dates for term 1 are:
Monday 23rd February
Monday 2314 March (the earlier week falls on the Labour Day Public Holiday)

THE VICTORIAN STATE SCHOOLS

SECIAQUAR 2026

Next week, we commence our rehearsals for the 2026 Victorian State School Spectacular. | am thrilled that we
have 15 students participating this year — almost half of our school! This really is amazing as no matter what the
size of a school, each group can only have a maximum of 16 students!

Jaymee and myself will attend the Regional Rehearsal and after this, we will commence weekly lunchtime
rehearsals. It is completely normal for our participating students to feel nervous, worried, anxious, excited... all of
the feelings! | will touch base with students as this rehearsal gets closer and ensure they are feeling ok, key
messages is that resilience and persistence is key — self talk such as ‘| can do hard things' or ‘This is fricky for
everyone at the start’ or 'l just need to focus on one thing at a tfime’ are really valuable to have a positive mindset
and give students the ability to push out of their comfort zone. The permission notes for all 4 Regional Rehearsals
are on uEducateUs so please ensure you have approved your child’'s attendance.

Movie Night Fundraiser — Friday 27t March.

Ticket order forms have gone home today with the newsletter. If every V§§S26 family sells 5 tickets and every other
family sells 2... we would sell out the 107 seat cinema! This is our goall We have an additional incentive for selling
tickets — there is a $50 Village Cinemas (valid at Regent Cinemas Albury) voucher for the family that sells the most
tickets — this is for all families, not just students participating in the VSSS26. This night is only 5 weeks away so ideally,
we want fo confirm numbers in 3 weeks — please help us to make this the most successful movie night yetl

5/6 Camp Ballarat
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es who have already returned the permission and medical forms for the 5/6 Camp — there are
only 5 weeks before camp happens! Please ensure notes come in so all documentation can be sorted,
accommodation arrangements can be confirmed etc. The total cost of this camp is $405, families have been
nofified if they have credit on their account to reduce this cost. If you would like to discuss a payment plan, please
contact me and we will work together to sort something out

Thank you -‘rﬂo?omili

3/4 Camp - This will be here before we know it as well given that it is in the first week of next term! Notes will go
home for this in the next couple of weeks.

Gymkhana Rdffle
e, Also going home are tickets (4 per family) for the Gymkhana Raffle. This
;_FOI;lQNng zlgg 1 *; is a community event that we support every year. Please return your
U U Crraxa®™ tickets and money ($16) ASAP. As this is not a school raffle, we ask that
you fransfer cash and not deposit into the school account.
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Students from Bethanga Primary
School will be travelling to Melbourne
in August to participate in

g : \ THE VICTORIAN STATE SCHOOLS
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e antial financial
)ake this happen, the
m this movie night will

amazing experience.

27THMARCH  Adult Ticket $25
6:30PM Child Ticket $20

There will also be a raffle on the night
$2 a ticket or 3 for $5

The movie will commence after the
drawing of our raffle
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Before and After School Supervision

Student safety at Bethanga Primary School is our highest priority and the safe and appropriate
supervision of students is an important element of our duty of care to students. Part of this duty
is ensuring parents and students are aware of our student supervision arrangements before
and after school.

Before school: School grounds are supervised by school staff from 8:40am.
After school: School grounds are supervised by school staff until 3:40pm.

Students on school grounds outside these times will not be supervised (unless they are
afttending a before or after school care program or supervised extracurricular activity).
Parents/carers are requested to ensure that students do not attend school outside of these
supervised fimes unless they are afttending before or after school pre-arranged supervised
activity. Families are encouraged to contact the school for more information about the
before and after school care facilities available to our school community or if you would like
any further information about our student supervision arrangements.

For a copy of our school’s Yard Duty and Supervision Policy please contact the school office.
This policy includes Bethanga Primary School’s student supervision arrangements across the
school day, including before and after school.

Congratulations to the students who were acknowledged at Assembly
this week for being active learners and making positive contributions
to the Bethanga Primary School community.

Remi: Remi, you have settled in very nicely to Millewa life. You show up each day ready to learn and are always
striving to produce the best work you can. Awesome effort, Remil

Charlie: for you amazing work in reading groups this week. You were able to work independently on your
Soundwaves tasks and showed fantastic focus, confidence and determination. You did an outstanding job
spelling some very fricky contractions, truly impressive!l Charlie is now our Contractions Queen, keep up the
brilliant work!

Jude: What an amazing start to year 6 Jude! You are displaying an amazing attitude in all learning areas. You
are keen to learn and improve in maths, keeping workbook neat, hand up answering questions consistently.
Keep up the amazing attitude to learning Jude!

Henry: for being a supportive and patient helper to Foundation students, Henry has shown great patience and
kindness in everything he does. He always takes the time fo clearly explain tasks and makes sure others
understand. Henry listens thoughtfully and shows care and respect to those around him, Thank you so much
Henry, for being a valuable member of Mudgee!
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Get to know our Community

| would be
able to fly

Fried Rice Ed Sheeran
If you could have any What is your favourite Who is your favourite
superpower, what would it be? food? singer or band?

You are nice and caring. Zach
/ [Lk,& yO’M, &66@%5‘@ yO’(A howe nice hour. YO’M are a gU(Td Z/Mddg ELL

You are a ?reo’r buddy. | like how kind you are. Adelaide
[Lk,& hUW (AVLVL% yO’M, are &LVLd h(TW g(?’l/t gm/e /\/\TS Saunder& hﬂf to her F?”&LVLCL?,

| see you playing with friends and being nice. You are nice to me. Theo
/ LL/Q@ yU% L’@C@MS& yObL are a l/@?’y /QLVLd )/L@TSOVL. /‘/eath

You are kind. Luka
/7[ we dtd VLUf hﬁ,l/& yULL thLX SChUU[ W(Tbtld L’& as f[&f/f as a }/LM/VLC@/Q& H@VH’"%

You are kind, you are a good buddy. Tommy
[ Like you because Yyou are nice to others at the school Bronte

You are the BEST year 6! Have a happy 2026. Charlie

YUI/L are /QLVLd, CﬂTH’Lg an:/, (/H’H’Ly. Y(T(/L are ﬂLSO a great year Stx @Vbd / LL/Q(’/ yUbLT hﬁ,H’". /\/\&lggL& /D
You are very funny and you have a great personality. Parker

YO’M, are a g?’@ﬂf h@[/ﬂ,@?’. R@WLL

You are a funny kind and creative person. You are a great friend. Angus

YO’M, are a g?’@ﬂf ga[fer mnd gU(/L are UﬂTg /?,Lnd. OWEVL

You have so much respect. | love how good you are at crocheting. Everly

YO'M, are an M,WLM,}LVL@ )/H,TSO'VL. / [0’[/(’, HUI/LT &Mbbé% }/LQTSUVL@[Lfg. BTLH,VH’LH,

You always make me laugh when | am sad. You're a great leader. Liv

YUI/L are T&ﬂ,[[y nice and yau are C(TU[. NLCk

I love how kind and caring you are to others. | am sure that the teachers love your help. Lucy

YUI/L are /?,H’Ld to eueryana yUlL see. YU(/L are So h@[}/l,f%[ /\/\mggte F

You are a wonderful friend and very delightful to be around. You are very talented at lots of things.
Sylvie

You are a gaad friend to me and | Like when | come to the post office and you mlwa,gx have a smile
on ‘LﬂOI/H’ 7[61,5@ /\/\CK@VLBL@

You are a great golfer and friend to me and others. Jude B

YO’M,(/& L’&&VL my ?[Hend sStnce /QH’Ld&T M,VLMJ, / Sf[,[[ LOUZ HUI/LT Lﬁ,l/{,gh and JO'k&S Hl/.dSO’VL

You're a good friend to me. Billy
You are reallg nice and you are a gremﬁ leader. \/\/gntt

You're a kind type. Hugo

You are smart and you are extreme[g gaad at soccer. Jude P

You are such a thoughtful member of our school community. The way

you consistently look out for those around you and lead with kindness,
does not go unnoticed. You set a beautiful example of what true friendship
looks like- caring, responsible and always giving your best in learning.

Mrs Saunders
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This term in STEM, students have been learning about how joysticks work and how they can
be used to control games on the computer. They have explored different ways to create
movement, including using playdough to build simple circuits. Students have also
experimented with cardboard, foil and paperclips to make a simple circuit and make their
designs function.

Next, Millewa students will move on to designing and building their own controllers. They will
continue experimenting, testing and refining their ideas to ensure their controllers work
effectively. It has been wonderful to see their creativity, problem-solving skills and teamwork
in action!
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