Bethanga Primary School

PRINCIPAL: Rachel Saunders
Our Purpose We provide all students from Bethanga, Bellbridge and beyond with an inspiring and

responsive curriculum to promote thinking and encourage curiosity. We nurture individual talents and
needs in our setting underpinned by high expectations, quality opportunities and caring personalized

attention in order for our children to reach their full academic and social potential.
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Term 1 Week 5 2026

Newsletfter published
Thursday 26t February 2026

Upcoming Dates
WEEK 5
Friday 27t February
VS$S$S26 Rehearsal 1

WEEK 6
Friday 6t March
Hockey Clinic

WEEK 7
Monday 9t March
Labour Day PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Tuesday 10th March
Student Free Day

NAPLAN WEEK 1
Students in YR3 & YR5

WEEK 8
NAPLAN WEEK 2
Students in YR3 & YR5

WEEK ¢
Monday 239 March
F-2 Cluster Planning Day

Wednesday 25t
Cluster Day @ Bethanga

WEEK 10
Monday 30t March
3-6 Cluster Planning Day

Tues 315t March- Thurs 2nd April
5/6 Camp- Ballarat

Last Day of Term 1-
2:30pm Finish
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Happy Birthday fo Arlo who
is celebrating his birthday

_ this week.

From the Principal’s Pen...

One of the things that makes our school so special is the way our
community consistently steps up to support and care for our shared spaces.
Recently, we had new edging installed around the top playground and
created a defined boundary with soft fall around the tractor area. A fresh
delivery of bark soon followed — and with the incredible heat and humidity
we have been experiencing, spreading it proved to be no small task! It was
hot, heavy work and certainly not the most glamorous job.

So, you can imagine how proud | felt when four of our Grade 6 students —
Billy, Amelia, Hudson and Angus — came to me and asked if they could
help spread the bark during their break times. Of course, | gladly accepted
their offer. Without hesitation, these students spent both of their breaks that
day working together in the heat, raking and spreading bark to improve
an area that will be enjoyed by everyone.

Their willingness to give up their own time to contribute to the school
environment speaks volumes about their character. They demonstrated
initiative, teamwork and a genuine sense of responsibility for our
community. It was a simple but powerful act of leadership and service.
The job was kindly finished off later that afternoon by one of our fabulous
dads, Chris — thank you for calling in and getting the task completed. Your
support is greatly appreciated.

Acts like these remind us that community is not just about shared spaces —
it is about shared responsibility, pride and care for one another. | am
incredibly proud of our Grade 6 students for stepping up and showing what
it truly means to contribute positively to their school community.

SRR
Regards, Rach Saunders
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SCHOOL COUNCIL NOMINATIONS

School councils play an important role in shaping the direction and success of schools. They
bring together parents, carers, and school staff to work as a tfeam, ensuring decisions reflect
the needs and aspirations of the whole school community.

Joining the school council is a rewarding opportunity to have a genuine voice in your child’s
education. Members contribute their skills, experience, and ideas to help guide school
priorities, support strong governance, and promote the best possible outcomes for students.

Being involved not only strengthens the school but can also deepen your connection to the
community and enhance your child’s sense of belonging.

Nominations are now open for the next council term. There are 7 parent member and 2
Department of Education employee member positions available. | encourage all interested
parents and carers to contact the school to complete a nomination form. Forms must be
lodged by 4pm on Friday 20th March 2026. Please contact Rachel if you would like more
information.

Permanent Care

Could you provide a long term, caring and nurturing home for a

Befhongo P,O)’SVOUP child?

g ; : What is Permanent Care?
Please join us {orfmghﬂy dul’lng
Pemanent care prqvidee a child with security, stability and life-long relationships in the care of a family when
the school term for 5vppor?ed P‘°)’gr°”P-‘ they are unable to live at home
Pemanent care amangements allow for children fo grow up in a loving and nurturing environment with adults
who are i 1o pi ling their so they can reach their full potential

Children are usually aged up fo 10 years when they move fo their permanent care family with efforts made to
ensure siblings are kept together. A permanent care order granted by the Children's Court transfers custody
and guardianship to the permanent carer.

Term | ¢ 2 Dates:

What is a Permanent Carer?

We are seeking committed and motivated people who can provide a stable, secure and nurfuring environment
for a child. Permanent carers need to have the time, commitment, understanding and love to help a child gain
frust and to feel secure within their permanent care family.

Term 1: 23" Feb,
23" March

What support does a Permanent Carer receive?

. th .
\ Term 2: 20" A P re ,| Support is provided to permanent care children and families, including a level of financial assistance towards
the day-to-day expenses of caring for a child/ young person.
th th M
4™ May, 18 ay,

R 2
1" June, 15™ June Want to find out more”

If you are interested in leaming more about becoming a permanent carer and providing a home for a child,
you are welcome to attend an information session:
-

Session 1 (in person):

@ Befhangu Primary School
9:30am - llam

Tuesday 24™ March 2026
5:30pm-6:30pm

details provided upon
OR
Session 2 (online):
Wednesday 29% April 2026
6:00pm-7:00pm online
Login details provided upon registration

Contact Bella (Playgroup Facilitator) Iy b ’ i =y
i IL 9P vou can register your interest to attend one of these
v O%77 139 943 e g a e sessions by contacting the Permanent Care Program
Email: apceastemi@dhhs. vic.gov.ay
for more information.
} For further information please vi

r webpage Permangnt.sare—DEFH Senvicss
hitps:/fservices difh.

All ages welcome,

}" ¢ Please note: playgrovp does not run dur‘mg school holidays or

3 2 3 . v‘“u \\\\\\\\
l} 2 > = s ' on public holidays 5 OFFICIAL T e
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Students from Bethanga Primary
School will be travelling to Melbourne
in August to participate in

g : \ THE VICTORIAN STATE SCHOOLS
ROL  THE '4'
@ (B A F
vFARA\\IAY } _ . E—
; TP@E | Althou S are requwed to
e antial financial
)ake this happen, the
m this movie night will

amazing experience.

27THMARCH  Adult Ticket $25
6:30PM Child Ticket $20

There will also be a raffle on the night
$2 a ticket or 3 for $5

The movie will commence after the
drawing of our raffle
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This week in Art, our students have been bursting with colour, creativity and imagination!

Inspired by Australian artist Joel Moore, Millewa explored his vibrant style, known for bold
colours, strong outlines and playful patterns. Students selected an animal, fruit or vegetable
of their choice and reimagined it in a bright and imaginative way. They experimented with
striking colour combinations, contrast and decorative designs, confidently making artistic
decisions as they worked. The finished pieces are full of personality and truly celebrate
individuality and joyful self-expression.

Students in Mudgee connected visual art with literature through the delightful story The Mixed -
Up Chameleon by Eric Carle. After reading the story, students designed their own unique
animals, thoughtfully combining colours, textures and patterns to create imaginative
creatures. This activity encouraged them to reflect on what makes each of us special, while
developing their artistic skills and exploring creative storytelling through art.

It has been a fantastic week of colour, creativity and connection in the Art room!
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Get to know our Community

| would YV R
have su per ..... T o <l sk
speed LA X
Lettuce Jelly Roll
If you could have any What is your favourite | Who is your favourite
superpower, what would it be? food? singer or band?

You are very kind to everyone, and you are a good friend and brother to me and Liv. Jude B

You are kind caring and funny. | love han ging out with you at the park. Brianna
You are really cool. | love that you play Roblox. Nick
Yourre a very fun kid and a happy person. Amel

You're a funny kid. Billy
You are a nice kid. You are really imaginative. Maggie F

You are funny and kind. Angus

You are funny and your interest in Minecraft is extraordinary. Jude P
You are a great friend. Owen

You are such a nice and kind person. Everly

You are kind, helpful and smart. Wyatt

You are very funny and cool. Sylvie

You are incredibly skiled at Minecraft and Roblox. Hudson
Yourore amazing. Hugo

You're such a good brother to me. Liv
| love being table buddies! I'll never ever leave your side. Charlie

When you are sad, | come to see you and make you feel better. Bronte
You are a good friend to me. | think we are BFF. Heath

You are a good friend to Heath and me. Luka
You are a good friend to me, Heath and Theo. You are kind. Tommy

| like when you talk fo me. You are nice and | like your hair. Theo
| like when you do that thing (leadership groups). Francie

| like you because you are so nice to me when you play with me at recess time! Adelaide
You are funny and kind. You are a good friend to me and others and I like the colour

green too. Maggie P

| like you because you are a boy. You are nice, | like your hair! Eli
If this school did not have you it would be as flat as a pancake. Henry

You have the coolest blue eyes! | love how imaginative you are and how clever you on
technology. Miss Mills

| ma so proud of how you have stepped up as a leader in Mudge e Fo <

this year. Even in grade two you are showing maturity and al .
kindness. | often see you checking in with others and making - >
sure noone is leftou t- you always make sure everyone is ok. ‘ v
You are a true bucket f iller. Mrs Saunders ; ; ¥

ﬁ 5 Beardmore Street Bethanga VIC 3691 ©02) 60 264 263
& bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au @www.be‘rhonqo.vic.qov.cu

Also find us on Facebook to keep up to date.



mailto:bethanga.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.bethanga.vic.gov.au/

Our Grade 5 and 6 students have made an inspiring start
to the year through their participation in a two-session
Leadership Formation Program. These sessions invited
students to explore the big questions: What is leadership?
What makes a good leadere Through thoughtful discussion
and reflection, students identified the leadership qualities
they already possess and considered the type of leaders
they aspire to become.

An important part of the program involved reflecting on
last year's leadership journey. Students demonstrated
strong student agency by helping fo shape the direction
of this year's program, sharing ideas about what they
would like to see, achieve and improve. Their voices have
played a key role in guiding our plans for 2026.

In our first session of the year, students met in their
leadership groups, created team names and designed
collaborative group posters. The session was filled with
opportunities to build connections through games and
engaging team-building activities,  strengthening
relationships and fostering a positive leadership culture.

Our Grade 5 and 6 leaders have already done a
remarkable job. They have successfully launched their
Wednesday lunchtime activities, demonstrating
outstanding organisation, cooperation and confidence in
leading their peers. It has been wonderful to see them step
into their roles with enthusiasm and responsibility.

We are incredibly proud of the progress they have made
in such a short time and look forward to seeing their
continued growth throughout the year. Watch this space
for all of the amazing things still to comel!
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