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Bethanga Primary School 
PRINCIPAL: Rachel Saunders 

Our Purpose We provide all students from Bethanga, Bellbridge and beyond with an inspiring and 

responsive curriculum to promote thinking and encourage curiosity. We nurture individual talents and 

needs in our setting underpinned by high expectations, quality opportunities and caring personalized 

attention in order for our children to reach their full academic and social potential. 

 

School Values RAPPORT – Respect Acceptance Persistence Pride Optimism Resilience Truth 

Term 1 Week 6 2026 
Newsletter published  

Friday 6th February 2026 

Upcoming Dates  
WEEK 7 

Monday 9th March 

Labour Day PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

 

Tuesday 10th March 

Student Free Day 

 

NAPLAN WEEK 1  

Students in YR3 & YR5 

 

WEEK 8 

NAPLAN WEEK 2 

Students in YR3 & YR5 

 

WEEK 9 

Monday 23rd March 

F-2 Cluster Planning Day 

 

Wednesday 25th  

Cluster Day @ Bethanga 

 

Friday 27th March  

VSSS26 Movie Fundraiser Night 

 

WEEK 10 

Monday 30th March 

3-6 Cluster Planning Day  

 

Tues 31st March- Thurs 2nd April 

5/6 Camp- Ballarat  

 

Last Day of Term 1-  

2:30pm Finish 

 

TERM 2 

Week 1 
Tuesday 21st -Friday 24th April 

Year 3/4 Camp 15 Mile Creek 

 

Week 3 

Friday 8th May  

F-6 Cluster Day- Talgarno  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

From the Principal’s Pen… 
 

I can not believe we are over half-way through the term already! We have lots 

happening as we enter the next few weeks, some reminders: 

 

✓ Students have a long, long weekend! Monday is the Labour Day Public Holiday 

and Tuesday we have a Curriculum Day. On this day, staff will be undertaking 

professional learning (alongside 300 other local educators!) based on the work 

of Glen Pearsall, focusing on Classroom Dynamics. This work explores practical 

strategies that help teachers create calm, engaging and productive learning 

environments. Staff will learn and practise techniques that strengthen 

classroom routines, support positive behaviour and help teachers respond 

calmly and effectively to challenges. The goal is to continue building 

classrooms where students feel supported, focused and ready to learn. 

 

✓ Next week, our students in grades 3 and 5 will sit NAPLAN tests. It is important to 

remind our children that these are not something that we want them to feel 

stressed out about. In class we have been talking about shifting the focus to 

what we already know – our kids love tracking their growth! Whether it be 

through comparing samples of writing from the beginning to the end of term, 

to completing pre and post tests on Essential Assessment. NAPLAN assessments 

are the same – a chance to track growth from grade 3 to 5 to 7 to 9. They are 

also an opportunity for schools to gauge how we are going as educators – 

always striving to improve our own practise for the betterment of our students.  

 

✓ The tests are scheduled as follows: Wednesday 11th March WRITING, Friday 13th 

March READING, Monday 16th March LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS (spelling and 

grammar) and Tuesday 17th March NUMERACY (There is also a ‘catch-up’ 

session scheduled for Friday 20th of March for students who are absent for any 

of the tests). NAPLAN tests will take place in the art room in the morning session 

(grade 3 and then grade 5). If you have any concerns you would like to discuss, 

as always please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

✓ In Week 9 we have SSG Meetings for students that have Individual Support 

Plans – the schedule for these are currently being finalised and the invites will 

be sent out next week 

 

✓ Also in Week 9 is our Movie Fundraiser Night – At this stage, I believe we have 

sold 80 tickets… we would LOVE to get to 100 tickets so please reach out to 

family and friends over the weekend… We need to hit 100 to have the cinema 

to ourselves which allows us to do thank you’s and draw the raffle before the 

movie commences.  

 

✓ Both of our school camps are happening in the next 6 weeks! The grade 5/6 

Camp to Ballarat is in the last week of this term and the 3/4 Camp to 15 Mile 

Creek Greta is in the first week of next term! Permission and Medical Forms have 

now gone home for both camps and I ask that these get returned ASAP so that 

I can finalise the details of both camps. Please do not hesitate to contact me 

regarding camp if you have any questions or would like to set up a payment 

plan.  

Regards, Rach Saunders 
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Congratulations to the students who were acknowledged at 

Assembly this week for being active learners and making 

positive contributions to the Bethanga Primary School 

community. 

 

 

Chris: for being an absolute legend this week! Chris kindly replaced 

Mrs Smith’s brake light that was out and worked incredibly hard 

spreading bark around the top playground before the end of school 

on Tuesday. Your willingness to jump in and help wherever needed 

has made such a positive impact on our school community. We are 

so grateful for your time, effort and generosity. You’re a superstar!  

Amelia, Hudson, Billy & Angus: for being amazing leaders in our school. Billy, Amelia, Hudson and Angus all saw a need in the 

school and worked together to get the job done. Our top playground needed the bark spread around and these four worked 

tirelessly during their breaks to move mulch. Awesome effort guys! 

 

Wyatt: for brilliant focus throughout the lesson! You created an outstanding piece of artwork inspired by Joel Moore (Mulga). 

Your work captured Mulga’s bold lines, vibrant colours, and playful characters beautifully. The creativity and attention to 

detail you showed made your artwork truly stand out. Keep up the amazing work, Wyatt!  

 

Maggie: for the amazing job you did with your number fluency task last week. We were so impressed with the way you 

extended yourself by creating 4-digit numbers instead of 3-digit numbers. You were able to skip count forwards by 10s, 

successfully bridging across hundreds and even thousands. There were some tricky bits but you did it, you’re a place value 

superstar!  

 

Adelaide: for your wonderful start to primary school! Adelaide has settled in beautifully and approaches each day with 

enthusiasm and curiosity. She is always eager to learn, confidently answers questions, and listen attentively. Adelaide gives 

100% effort to every task and does so with a big smile on her face. Fantastic work, Adelaide! Keep bringing your enthusiasm 

to everything you do!  

 

Theo: for your exceptional mixed up chameleon inspired artwork. You worked very independently to create a variety of 

textures and patterns using the rubbing plates, and you demonstrated excellent control and precision with your cutting skills.  
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Get to know our Community 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who is your favourite 

singer or band? 

 

I would 
have super 

speed 

What is your favourite 

food? 
If you could have any 

superpower, what would it be? 

You are cool and funny, you have a bubbly personality. Nick  
You are a great friend to everybody. You always talk to people and you always include 
people. Owen 
Your laugh is hilarious. Remi  
You are inclusive and funny. Parker 
You’re a wonderful friend and you’re super kind. You’re extremely funny and cool. Sylvie  
I love your personality and the way you will talk to everyone with kindness and 
empathy. You are a great golfer. Jude B 
I love the stuff that you tell me. You are so nice and kind. You make me laugh. McKenzie 
You are an amazing person, full of kindness and laughter. I love how you always laugh 
along with peoples jokes. Brianna  
You are so friendly and inclusive to everyone. Maggie F 
Your smile lights up the room. You’re always willing to talk with everyone, Liv  
You are very vibrant. I am glad you joined golf. Amelia  
You are a really friendly person. I like having little talks with you about your sister. 
Angus  
You are a kind and caring person to everyone. I like talking to you. Billy  
I love how you chat with anyone that is alone. Lucy  
You’re such a beautiful girl. You show so much kindness, I always have a good chat with 

you. Everly  
You’re smart, kind, and funny. Your smile lights up the room. Wyatt  
You know lots of things. You are nice. Theo 
You are funny. You are kind. Adelaide 
I like you because I notice you being kind. Eli 
You are nice and kind in the classroom. Francie 
You are kind and funny. Luka 
You are a good table buddy and you are funny and kind. You are a great role model. I 
like drawing too and you are a great friend to me and I like blue too. Maggie P 
You are the greatest friend to me. Charlie 
You are nice and kind. Blue is a good colour. I feel like you are in year 3 because you are 
really smart. Zach 
You are kind and a good role model. Tommy 
You are a good role model. Heath 
 

 

 

  

Donuts 
ABBA 
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 I am a good friend because…    

 
 
Mudgee have been having a wonderful time exploring STEM through hands-on investigations 

and exciting experiments! We began by investigating “Sink or Swim?” where students 

predicted whether different objects would float or sink and then tested their ideas, learning 

about materials and buoyancy along the way. Next, students became young engineers as 

they designed and built boats out of aluminium foil, predicting how many toy dinosaurs their 

boats could hold before sinking. There was lots of problem-solving, redesigning, and 

celebrating success! Most recently, our budding scientists have planted broad beans and 

are carefully observing their growth over time. Students are learning what plants need to 

thrive. It has been fantastic to see their curiosity, critical thinking, and teamwork skills shining 

through during our STEM learning adventures!  
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