Bethanga Primary School

PRINCIPAL: Rachel Saunders
Our Purpose We provide all students from Bethanga, Bellbridge and beyond with an inspiring and

responsive curriculum to promote thinking and encourage curiosity. We nurture individual talents and
needs in our setting underpinned by high expectations, quality opportunities and caring personalized

attention in order for our children to reach their full academic and social potential.

School Values RAPPORT - RespecT Acceptcmce Persistence Pride Opﬂmism Resiience Truth

Term 1 Week 7 2026
Newsletter published
Friday 13" March 2026

Upcoming Dates

WEEK 8
NAPLAN WEEK 2
Students in YR3 & YR5

WEEK 9

Monday 23 March

F-2 Cluster Planning Day
Tuesday 24th

SSG Day 1

Wednesday 25t
Cluster Day @ Bethanga

Thursday 26t
SSG Day 2

School Council Meeting @ 5pm

Friday 27th March
VS§S$26 Movie Fundraiser Night

WEEK 10
Monday 30t March
3-6 Cluster Planning Day

Tues 315t March- Thurs 2nd April
5/6 Camp- Ballarat

Last Day of Term 1-
2:30pm Finish

TERM 2

Week 1

Tuesday 21t -Friday 24" April
Year 3/4 Camp 15 Mile Creek

Week 3
Friday 8t May
F-6 Cluster Day- Talgarno
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Happy Birthday to Hugo
who is celebrating his
birthday this week.
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From the Principal’s Pen...

Our Grade 5 students demonstrated outstanding resilience this week as we
navigated a nationwide technical issue during the NAPLAN Writing test on
Wednesday. As laptops repeatedly connected and dropped out, students
remained calm, patient and focused — despite this being a situation none
of us (including myself!) had experienced before. What impressed me most
was the way students quickly adapted. Many began jotting down key
ideas and notes so their thinking wouldn’t be interrupted while waiting for
connections to return. Rather than becoming frustrated, they showed
determination and maturity, staying committed to doing their best.

| was incredibly proud of how our students handled the challenge. By
recess, every student had successfully completed the Writing test as
scheduled and, on reflection, they shared that they sfill felt they had
produced their best work despite the interruptions.

Testing continued today with the Reading assessment — thankfully with
smooth sailing! NAPLAN will conclude next week with Language
Conventions on Monday and Numeracy on Tuesday.

Well done to all of our participating students. NAPLAN provides us with
valuable information about student progress over time, capturing growth
from Year 3 to Year 5 and then on to Year 7. This helps feachers ensure we
are extending students where needed and providing targeted support
and infervention when required. We are very proud of the effort,
persistence and positive mindset our students have shown this week.

MOVIE NIGHT

Our Movie Night is fast approaching (Friday 27t March) Thank you to those
that responded to my request last week for an indication of tickets sold. |
will be collecting the tickets from Regent Cinemas over the weekend and
ask please that order forms and payment be returned next week so that
tickets can be distributed (money can be transferred into the school
account). We would REALLY LOVE to hit 100 tickets so that we reach our
$1000 fundraising target for the night (our raffle helps with this as well —
tickets will be for sale on the night by cash or card payment). Tickets can
be sold in week 8 and 9 as well however by having all of those already
organised returned next week, we make sure that we don't oversell tickets.
So, please return order form and ticket money next week however,
continue to encourage family and friends to come along and join us!

Regards, Rach Saunders
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?3 Bethanga Primary School > Today with the newsletter, each family will receive a book
) Easter Raffle 2026 m of raffle tickets for our Annual Easter Raffle. Each year we

Prizes: Multiple Easter Baskets/Hampers RAFFLE ask families to donate some Easter goodies so that we can

gcke'“ff egd‘ ;&SL‘\” $5h I \ & create hampers as our Easter raffle prizes. The generosity
rawn: onaay arcn @ ssemply o .

Sold and unsold fickets MUST be returned to o of fqrmhes in the past has me'on’r‘we usually have around

school by Friday 27th March 2026 M 10 prizes! Due to 5/6 Camp beingin the last week of school,

we will draw the raffle at the start of Week 10 at Assembly (Monday 30" March). If you could please drop
donations info the office (or send them in with children) next week and in week 9, it would be greatly
appreciated.
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Our 5/6 Camp to Melbourne and Ballarat is only 18 sleeps away! This camp provides an engaging and immersive
opportunity for our Year 5/6 students to bring their cluster-wide Gold Rush inquiry to life. Through visits to significant
historical sites and hands-on experiences, students will deepen their understanding of the social, economic and
cultural impact of the gold era, directly aligning with the Victorian Curriculum (Levels 5-6 History) with a focus on
the gold rushes, migration and the development of colonial Australia. The camp also supports Civics and
Citizenship, Geography and Personal and Social Capability, fostering independence, teamwork, resilience and
leadership while providing a meaningful and memorable culmination of our Term 1 learning. Packing lists went
home with original paperwork however has also been published to uEducateUs so that you can access it if you
have misplaced the hard copy. A reminder that students do not need to be in school uniform for this camp.
Bethanga students need to be at the Weir Wall Car park at 6:15am (for a 6:30am departure). Students can bring
a maximum of $30 spending money on this camp (there will be opportunities at Melbourne Museum and
Sovereign Hill to make souvenir purchases). Spending money is completely optional.

Outstanding Payments for this camp need to be finalised by the end of week 8 unless a payment plan has been
established (please contact me if you would like to arrange this).

Mrs Baude and Jaymee will be attending this camp
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outdoor
school

15 MILE CREEK -
3/4 Camp 15 Mile Creek Greta
In the first week of next term, our Grade 3/4 students will head off to camp at the Outdoor School, an exciting
opportunity that supports the development of resiience, independence and personal strengths. Camp
experiences allow students to step outside their comfort zones, try new activities (archery, rock climbing,
canoeing, night hikes) and work collaboratively with their peers in a supportive environment. Being away from
home also helps students build confidence, practise problem-solving and strengthen friendships as they navigate
new challenges together. We are looking forward to seeing our students embrace these experiences and
continue to grow as confident, capable learners. Please ensure payment for this camp is received prior to the
end of term 1 unless a payment plan has been established (please contact me if you would like to arrange this).
Mrs Saunders will be attending this camp (with Jaymee and Mrs Baude visiting)
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Congratulations to the students who were acknowledged at
Assembly this week for being active learners and making
positive contributions to the Bethanga Primary School
community.

Hugo: for working independently to complete an amazing
infroduction for his historical recount on life on the gold fields for
Indigenous Australians. He was able to identify the problems faced
by the Indigenous population and put it all into his own words.
Great job Hugo!

Francie: for showing wonderful improvement in her learning this term. She comes to class with a positive attitude and is
always willing to try her best. Francie is determined to complete her tasks at her own pace and keeps working even when
things are challenging. We are especially proud that she can write four letters of her name!

Jude: for an incredible display of persistence and determination. At the very beginning of the year, Jude set himself a
challenge. He chose the biggest book in our library, aiming to read it by the years end. With focus, commitment and a
fantastic attitude, Jude worked steadily towards his goal. In just six weeks, he finished the entire book! This is a wonderful
example of what can be achieved when you set a goal, believe in yourself and keep going, even when something feels
big or challenging. Super effort Jude!
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Students from Bethanga Primary
School will be travelling to Melbourne
in August to participate in
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27TH MARCH Adult Ticket $25
6:30PM Child Ticket $20

T There will also be a raffle on the night
$2 a ticket or 3 for $5

P s
~9AM 3PM N The movie will commence after the

HIGH STREET & WELLSFORD STREET, YACKANDANDAH' | | - drawing of our raffle
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Get to know our Community
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Sha pe Shift LR A" 4
‘ Rage Against the
Hotdogs Machine
If you could have any What is your favourite Who is your favourite
superpower, what would it be? food? singer or band?

You are amazing at sport and you are also really smart. Brianna
You are a grem‘ friend and re@[[g remllg gaad at soccer and lots of S//wrts. Dag& are gmmt,

Wyatt
You are really fast and good at soccer. Hudson
YUI/L are IZM,SLL und gO’M @[Wﬂg& hﬂ(/@ a SWLLL@ an yO’bLT 7[@66. /\/\CK&%}L@

You are smart, helpful, grateful and funny. Amiah
/ [0’(/@ //L[avwng Lega MJ’L&Z 70[7[ Wl,th yO’bL, gO’M are Z/@?’”y creative in L@gU. Jud@ B

You are a very good and funny person. You are kind and funny. Everly
Thank you for ﬂlwmgs he[//wng me when my seatlbelt does not unclick on the bus Remi

You are a cool guy. Nick ' ,
Y(TI/LT& a g?’(’,ﬂf f?’b@n&é to me a,nd e(/erg//adg. Y(Hi}”& ST Z[MVLVLy and /and. Y(TI/LT(‘} greﬂt at
soccer M,Vbﬁi L(TfS 07[ S//LUTfS. SyéUL@

You are really nice to everyone you see. Maggie F
Tha,nks 7[(77’ W&LU@Lng me h(TVVL@ Wh&n HMJS(TVL CZ(T(’,SVLf. IDGLT/Q&V

Over the years you have been at this school you've gotten better at soccer. Billy
You are gaad at basketball //L[{/LS you are the g(r@f. /—/Mga
You are amazing at sport and you are an amazing table partner because you aways let me

borrow your ruler and other things. Lucy
YU//L are a T@ULU% gO’Ud soccer }’LL&L%@T. / [Lk@ //LLULgH’Lg Wth yO’bL, gO’//L are an amagéng frdend

066@%56 90'(4 are f(/LVLVL‘% and kLVLaj,, AVLg//LS

You are a good soccer player and you are so funny. Jude P
[ Like you because you ;/L[ag with }/L@O;/L[e. | Like ta[kwbg to you. Theo

| ike you because you are a really nice person. Eli
| would Like to gezﬁ to know you better Francie

You are good at soccer and you are nice. | like chatting to you in the tunnel. Adelaide
YU!A are a gaad }/L&TSOVLA H@ﬂth
You are a good brother to Jude and you are a good friend to Wyatt. You are nice and
caring. Zach
You are kind. funng and smart. Charlie
You are funny and good at soccer. You are a good friend. You are also kind and caring.
Maggie P
Y(TM, are a k“’bd }/L(é?’"SOVL. Ll/,ka,
| like you because you helped me learn how to do a friple knot and you are
very good af soccer. Henry

oure gaad at soccer. Bronte

You are kind. Yellow is a good colour. Tommy
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Roblox and Online Safety: What Parents Need to Know

Many students enjoy playing Roblox, an online platform where users can create and play games with others
around the world. While it can be a fun and creative space, it is important for families to be aware that Roblox
also functions as a large online social environment, which can present risks for children.

Why should parents be aware?

Roblox allows players to chat and interact with other users online. Because the platform contains millions of
games created by users, some experiences may include content or interactions that are not suitable for
younger children. Experts have identified several common concerns, including contact from strangers,
exposure to inappropriate language or themes, scams promising free in-game currency, and pressure to share
personal information.

In some cases, people may attempt to build relationships with children through in-game chat and encourage
them to move conversations to other apps where interactions are harder to monitor.

There are also financial risks. Children may be tempted to spend real money on virtual items or be fricked by
scams offering free “Robux,” Roblox’s in-game currency.

How parents can help keep children safe
Parents and carers can take several steps to help reduce risks:

e Use parental controls: Roblox provides settings that allow parents to restrict chat features, control who
can contact their child, and limit access to certain games.

e Set an account PIN: This prevents children from changing safety settings without permission.
Turn off or limit chat: Consider disabling direct messaging or restricting communication to friends only.
Monitor the games your child plays: Because games are user-created, some may contain content not
suitable for younger players.

e Keep personal information private: Remind children never to share their real name, school, address,
photos, or contact details online.

o Set clear rules about online interactions: Children should never move conversations to other apps or
accept friend requests from people they do not know.

e Keep devices in shared family spaces: This allows adults o supervise online activity and support safe
use.

The most important protection: Communication

Regular conversations about online safety are essential. Encourage children to tell a frusted adult if something
online makes them feel uncomfortable, if someone asks personal questions, or if they receive suspicious offers.

With open communication and careful use of safety settings, families can help children enjoy online gaming
while staying safe.
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