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Bethanga Primary School 
PRINCIPAL: Rachel Saunders 

Our Purpose We provide all students from Bethanga, Bellbridge and beyond with an inspiring and 

responsive curriculum to promote thinking and encourage curiosity. We nurture individual talents and 

needs in our setting underpinned by high expectations, quality opportunities and caring personalized 

attention in order for our children to reach their full academic and social potential. 

 

School Values RAPPORT – Respect Acceptance Persistence Pride Optimism Resilience Truth 

Term 1 Week 9 2026 
Newsletter published  

Thursday 2nd April 2026 

Upcoming Dates  
Week 2  

Friday 1st May 

Hot Dog Day 

 

Saturday 2nd May  

Bunnings BBQ VSSS26 

 

Week 3 

Thursday 7th May  

NERSSA Cross Country  

 

Friday 8th May  

F-2 Cluster Day- Talgarno  

 

Week 4 

Monday 11th May 

The Mandala Project- Year 5/6 

 

Friday 15th May 

VSSS26 Regional Rehearsal 2 

 

Week 5  

Friday 22nd May 

Hot Lunch Day- Mini Pizzas 

 

Week 6 

Friday 29th May 

Crazy Hair Day- Gold Coin 

Donation 

 

Week 7 

Friday 5th June 

Report Writing Day- STUDENT 

FREE DAY  

 

Week 8 

Monday 8th June  

KING’S BIRTHDAY PUBLIC 

HOLIDAY  

 

Friday 12th June 

Winter Sports Practise- 

Tallangatta  

 
Happy Birthday to Mrs Baude, 

Heath and Mrs Smith who all 

celebrated their holidays over 

the holidays.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

From the Principal’s Pen… 
What a wonderful first day of term 2! I am writing my newsletter article early given 

I will set off to 15 Mile Creek with our 3/4 students tomorrow morning for the rest of 

the week! This camp compliments our alternative ‘City’ experience. The bush 

experience focus is ‘Challenge and Grow’ encouraging students to step out of 

their comfort zone with new friends, new environments and new activities! Today 

students had a webex meeting with the Camp Leaders to get an idea of the 

program and to ask any last-minute questions – enthusiasm was high when 

students saw some of the amazing activities they’ll be doing – rock climbing, bike 

riding, flying fox, bush cooking and so much more! Keep an eye on the School 

Facebook page for daily updates.  

 

Last term, we finished with the 5/6 Ballarat Camp – Ballarat provides an engaging 

and immersive opportunity for our Year 5/6 students to bring their cluster-wide Gold 

Rush inquiry to life. Through visits to significant historical sites and hands-on 

experiences, students deepened their understanding of the social, economic and 

cultural impact of the gold era, directly aligning with the Victorian Curriculum 

(Levels 5–6 History) with a focus on the gold rushes, migration and the development 

of colonial Australia. The camp also supports Civics and Citizenship, Geography 

and Personal and Social Capability, fostering independence, teamwork, resilience 

and leadership while providing a meaningful and memorable culmination of our 

Term 1 learning. Of course, highlights included gold panning, the lolly shop and 

dressing in outfits from yesteryear for a class photo…. So much fun! 

 

Thank you to Mrs Baude and Jaymee who took time away from their own families 

to attend our Cluster Ballarat Camp ensuring all of our students were supported, 

engaged and getting the most out of the experience.  

 

 

Regards, Rach Saunders 
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Anzac Day falls on the first weekend of Term 2. We invite all students and families to join us 

at the Bethanga Memorial Hall to participate in the community service at 8:15am. Students 

are asked to be in School Uniform.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please come along to the Wodonga 

Bunnings to support this major fundraiser for 

the 2026 State School Spectacular.  
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Starting school is an exciting time in a child’s life. However, with this excitement can come feelings of uncertainty 

and nervousness. To ensure these feelings are minimised, we endeavour to make your child feel a part of our 

school before they start! This makes for a smooth transition and a great start in 2027! 

 

Our official transition program will commence in Term 4 – events will be published once enrolments are 

confirmed. Enrolments for Foundation 2027 ARE OPEN NOW.  

 

Please contact the school if you would like to arrange a tour or receive an enrolment package. Enrolments for 

2026 close 31st July 2026.  

 

 

 

 

In response to feedback from students through our Student Voice leadership 

Groups, we are kicking off special food days this term. Each term we will have 

approximately 3 Fridays where students can order hot lunch. Our student leaders 

will take turns preparing and distributing these lunches (including collecting the 

orders and collating the ingredients needed – great real-life maths experience!) 

Our first Hot lunch day will be Friday 1st May, in Week 2 so we need all orders back 

by Monday 27th April. Please complete the form below and return with money (or 

transfer to the school account). Please find the order form attached to this 

newsletter.  
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Get to know our Community 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is your favourite 

song? 

 

I would be 
able to 

Teleport 

What is your favourite 

food? 
If you could have any 

superpower, what would it be? 

You are a really funny and caring person to everyone, and you are a great friend. Angus  
Your heart makes me fly. Hugo  
You are a very kind and enthusiastic person. Jude B 
You are nice because you stuck with me at 5/6 camp. Sylvie  
You are kind and smart. Wyatt 
You have a good personality. You are so funny and there is always a smile on your face. 
Jude P 
You’re a kind and caring person. Billy  
You are a good friend to me. You are really kind and caring. Maggie F 
You are a great friend with the most bubbly personality. You are so kind and caring. Brianna  
You are such a nice and wonderful person. You are great at handstands. Everly  
You’re so very energetic and kind, I love how you aren’t embarrassed about what you like. 

Lucy  
You have an excellent mind set. Remi  
You are good friends with my sister. You are nice to me and you are very kind. Francie 
You are a good sister to Zach. Heath 
You are a good sister to Zach, you are kind. Tommy 
You are kind and you use your kind words. Adelaide 
You are funny, kind and helpful. I like aqua too and blue. I love your hair today. I like dogs 

too. Maggie 
To my best sister, if you weren't real I would be really sad. You are the best sister I've ever 
had. From your brother. Zach 
You are really good at maths because you can skip count by 50s. Charlie 
I like you because you sit next to me on the bus and you are always nice to me. You look 
out the window with me. Theo 
I like your hair and personality. Eli 
You are a nice sister to Zach. Bronte 
I like aqua and whenever I see you, you have a smile on your face. Henry 
You are a really kind and you are a good year 5. Luka 
You are a kind and funny person. Your laugh can always make me smile. Amelia  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Silverside  
So What!  
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 I am a good friend because…    

 
 

My favourite part was going 

around the Village at Sovereign 

Hill - gold panning and doing the 

old-time photo. It was a great 

experience and so much fun. The 

pub meals were delicious and so 

was dessert. We learnt lots of new 

things. We also went to the old 

Treasury building and saw a 

replica of the Welcome Stranger. 

Sylvie  

 

My favourite thing about camp 

5/6 was hanging out with friends 

the whole time I was at sovereign 

hill. Taking the old time photo was 

awesome. It was fun to get 

dressed up in the old dresses. We 

also went to an old mining shaft 

underground. The ultimate part of 

the camp would be walking up 

and down the old mining town 

and buying lollies and goods.  

Everly  

My favourite part about 5/6 

camp was THE FOOD!  

There were lots of options for food 

at the pub for dinner like 

spaghetti, burger, chicken 

schnitzel, parmi and fish and 

chips. The desserts were 

chocolate cake, passionfruit 

sorbet, and vanilla ice-cream with 

chocolate, caramel or strawberry 

drizzles. These weren’t on the 

menu, but our bus driver gave us 

ham and cheese rolls, which were 

really good but everyone else 

criticised them but to me they 

were really good. Parker   

 

My favourite part of 5-6 camp was 

gold panning by the stream. 

Almost every time you gave it a 

decent try you would find some 

little, tiny specks of gold! In my 

room I was with all my friends. I 

liked the bus ride there because 

we got to go to the Melbourne 

museum and see spiders. Jude  

 

My favourite part about 5/6 camp was going to Sovereign Hill and 

seeing all the olden day streets and actors. IT WAS AWESOME. After 

dinner we went to see our rooms. Some people were staying in hotel 

rooms, and some were staying in Cabins. My friends and I were staying 

in an old looking cabin. Another great addition was making so many 

new friends that are from the cluster. Lucy  

 My favourite part: Is the freedom 

of being in an old town. 

Memorable parts: The great 

sausage roll, the horsey, Musket 

fire, gold panning, the bus driver 

(Don), Angus’ arm length Pub 

feed, Billy eating gold, famous 

toilet, AURA, Eureka stockade 

flag. The annoying parts: Bread 

rolls, the 5/6-hour bus ride. 

Hudson  

 

At camp we went on the long treacherous bus ride there FOR FIVE 

HOURS but there was more to come. We first went to the Melbourne 

museum and looked at the cool artifacts and setting. Then we 

hopped back on the bus for 2 hours and went to the pub where we 

had very nice food, and then finally we went to the hotel to go to 

bed. My favourite part was exploring Sovereign Hill by myself, eating 

the lollies, and gold panning. Amelia  

 

We hopped on the bus from the dam wall. 

On the way to Melbourne once we got 

there, we went to the old treasury building 

and we saw a famous toilet. Then we 

hopped on the bus to go to Ballarat to sleep 

and have a pub meal on the second day 

we went to Sovereign Hill for the day. Billy  

 

My favourite parts of 5/6 school camp was probably each 

morning, waiting for breakfast because everyone was 

running around and we chased each other around the 

place. It was awesome. I loved walking around with my 

friends at Sovereign Hill and buying things with them. The 

Melbourne Museum was also fun and my room mates. The 

best camp everrr! Liv 

 
My favourite part of 5-6 camp was going to 

Sovereign Hill and having free time. I loved 

exploring the old town and buying lollies 

and gold panning with my friends. The 

worse part was the big bus ride there. I liked 

watching the musket fire. I liked the people 

in my cabin because they were my friends. 

The food was super yummy! Angus 
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