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Bethanga Primary School 
PRINCIPAL: Rachel Saunders 

Our Purpose We provide all students from Bethanga, Bellbridge and beyond with an inspiring and 

responsive curriculum to promote thinking and encourage curiosity. We nurture individual talents and 

needs in our setting underpinned by high expectations, quality opportunities and caring personalized 

attention in order for our children to reach their full academic and social potential. 

 

School Values RAPPORT – Respect Acceptance Persistence Pride Optimism Resilience Truth 

Term 2 Week 8 2026 
Newsletter published  

Friday 12th June 2026 

Upcoming Dates  
 

Week 8 

Friday 12th June 
Winter Sports Practise- Tallangatta 

 

Week 9 

Friday 19th June 
VSSS26 Regional Rehearsal 3 
 

Student Reports go home 
 

Week 10 

Mon 22nd & Tues 23rd June 
Parent/Teacher Interviews 
 

Tuesday 23rd June 
YR6 Secondary Experience 

TSC 9am-3:15pm 
 

Wednesday 24th June 
School Council Meeting @ 5pm 
 

Friday 26th June 
Hot Lunch Day- Chicken wrap 
 

Last Day of Term 2 2:30pm finish 
 

TERM 3 
 

END OF HOLIDAYS 

Sunday 12th July 
Working Bee 10am-2pm 
 

Week 1 

Tuesday 14th June 
School Review – Parent Forum 

8:30am in the library 
 

Friday 17th July 
Winter Sports Carnival 
 

Week 2 

Friday 24th July  
100 Days of School 
 

Week 3 

Friday 31st July 
VSSS24 Rehearsal 4   
 

 
Happy Birthday to Nick who is 

celebrating his birthday this week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

From the Principal’s Pen… 
One of the most valuable opportunities we have each year to hear directly from our 

students is through the Victorian Department of Education's Attitudes to School Survey. 

Students in Years 4–6 are invited to share their thoughts about their learning, wellbeing, 

relationships and experiences at school, providing us with invaluable feedback about 

what we are doing well and where we can continue to improve. 
 

I am incredibly proud to share that our 2026 preliminary results are nothing short of 

outstanding and reflect the strong culture of learning, belonging and care that exists 

at Bethanga Primary School. The results demonstrate significant growth across almost 

every area of the survey. In particular, our students reported exceptional improvements 

in their motivation and interest in learning, increasing from 68% to an incredible 100%, 

while their sense of confidence also rose to 100%. Students reported stronger 

perseverance, improved self-regulation and goal setting, and a greater willingness to 

attend school, with our Attitudes to Attendance measure increasing from 82% to 94%. 

These results tell us that students are engaged in their learning, value their education 

and want to be at school. 
 

Perhaps most pleasing are the results relating to student wellbeing and connectedness. 

Our Sense of Connectedness increased dramatically from 72% to 92%, while our Sense 

of Inclusion rose from 88% to 96%. Students also reported stronger peer relationships 

and increased opportunities for student voice and agency. These results highlight the 

importance of the work we have undertaken to strengthen student leadership, provide 

meaningful opportunities for student voice, and create a school environment where 

every child feels known, valued and included. 
 

The survey also highlights the positive relationships that exist between our students and 

staff. Students reported exceptionally high levels of teacher concern, effort and high 

expectations for success, with several measures reaching or approaching 100%. These 

results reflect the dedication of our staff, who work tirelessly to build positive 

relationships with students while maintaining high expectations for learning and 

behaviour. 
 

Our commitment to creating a safe and supportive environment is also reflected in the 

data. Students reported 100% positive responses for respect for diversity and managing 

bullying. Most importantly, 100% of students indicated that they feel safe at school, 

know where to get help if they are being bullied and believe the school deals fairly 

with bullying concerns. While some students reported experiencing bullying during the 

year, these responses reassure us that students feel confident to speak up and trust that 

adults at school will listen and take action when concerns are raised. 
 

These results do not happen by chance. They are the result of strong partnerships 

between students, staff and families; a shared commitment to wellbeing; and a school 

culture that places equal importance on academic success and student wellbeing. 

While we are incredibly proud of these achievements, we remain committed to 

continuous improvement. We will continue listening to our students, celebrating what 

is working well and responding proactively to areas where further growth is needed. 
 

Thank you to our students for sharing their honest feedback, to our families for your 

ongoing support, and to our staff for the care, dedication and professionalism they 

demonstrate every day. Together, we continue to create a school where every child 

can thrive, belong and succeed. 
  

Regards, Rach Saunders 
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Bluearth Fun Despite the Weather 
 

Although the wet weather meant Mudgee's 

Bluearth session had to be held indoors, 

students still enjoyed an engaging and active 

session focused on teamwork, cooperation 

and wellbeing. Eloise facilitated a variety of 

games, including Silent Ball, Night at the 

Museum, Alphabet Action and our class 

favourite, Dead Fish! 

 

Students demonstrated excellent listening 

skills, communication and sportsmanship as 

they worked together throughout the 

activities. Bluearth sessions are highly valued 

by Mudgee, providing a wonderful 

opportunity to combine physical activity with 

social and emotional wellbeing in a fun and 

inclusive environment. 

 

 

Here is what a few of our students thought… 

I liked playing ‘Night at the Museum’ because 

when the inspector wasn’t looking we could 

move. -Francie 

I was the inspector for one of the games and I 

caught everyone moving by the end! – Zach 

I did very well in ‘Night at the Museum’ 

because I didn’t get caught until right at the 

end! – Charlie 

I enjoyed playing ‘Silent Ball’ because I was 

close to Henry and I won the game! -Luka 

I liked playing ‘Dead Fish’ because I got to 

help the teacher watch who was moving. -Eli 

I really liked acting as a dragon for the letter 

‘D’ in the ’Alphabet Action’ game. -Tommy 

I like that I didn’t get caught in our second 

round of ‘Night at the Museum’- Heath 

My favourite part was playing dead fish at the 

end of the session- Maggie  
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Congratulations to the students who were 

acknowledged at Assembly this week for being 

active learners and making positive 

contributions to the  

Bethanga Primary School.  
 
 Nick: for an outstanding start back at school after his holidays. Nick returned to the classroom with a positive 

attitude, enthusiasm, and a real eagerness to learn. He was keen to get straight to work, happily caught up 

on any learning he had missed, and showed great perseverance in all tasks. Nick's positive approach and 

commitment to his learning have been wonderful to see and have set a fantastic example for others. Keep 

up the amazing effort, Nick! 

 

Charlie: for demonstrating outstanding reading fluency and confidence when reading a complex text aloud. 

Charlie impressed us all with her ability to accurately decode challenging vocabulary, including the word 

arachnophobia, while maintaining excellent rhythm, expression and phrasing throughout her reading. Her 

confidence, strong word solving skills and ability to read smoothly is a testament to her hard work and 

dedication. We are incredibly proud of you, Charlie!  

 

Jude: for demonstrating outstanding effort and commitment across all curriculum areas this week. Jude has 

worked hard in every lesson, always striving to do his best and taking pride in his learning. His positive attitude, 

persistence when faced with challenges, and willingness to participate have been wonderful to see. Jude 

consistently gives his best effort and sets a fantastic example for others. Keep up the great work, Jude! 
 

Mrs Smith: for successfully completing multiple professional development courses.  

 

Pre-Paid Hot Chocolate Punch Card 
To save you looking for cash each week, 

we now have available to purchase Pre-

paid Hot Chocolate Punch Cards. They 

are $10 each and will entitle the holder to 

5 Hot Chocolates.  

 

If you are interested in purchasing one of 

these, please transfer the money to the 

school account and let Jaymee know you 

have done so.  
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Get to know our Community 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who is your favourite 

song? 

 

I would be 
able to 

Teleport 

What is your favourite 

food? 
If you could have any 

superpower, what would it be? 

Dogs are amazing. They’re my favourite. Your imagination is really creative. You are a good listener to the 
teachers. Amiah  
You are a kind and caring kid. You are a great brother to Theo and a great friend to Luka and I liked that day 

we went to the pool together. You have a great imagination at the huts and you are very creative. Owen 
Pink is a nice colour, black holes are cool and dogs are cute. You are a nice person to sit next to on the bus. 
Happy bucket filler day. Liv 
Happy bucket filler day. You are so kind. I love how kind you are. I love how you always have a smile on your 

face. I also love dogs. You’ve got such a good imagination. Everly 
I think you are Blacky-great (Black holes are great)! Hugo 
You are really smart, also nice fav colour. P.S I am researching about black holes. Hudson 
Your imagination always can bring up the energy and fun in the room. You’re so speedy and it can always 
make me smile watching you in your own little kind bubble. Amelia 
You have an amazing imagination that can light up any room. When you say it, our loud Black holes are super 

interesting. Happy bucket filler day! Brianna 
You are a great brother to Theo. P.S you are super-fast and smart. Jude B 
You are an amazing kid. I love you being in my leadership group. You are a great friend to Luca. Your funny, 

imaginative, kind and bubbly personality is a great addition to this school. Lucy 
You are kind to your brother Theo. Maggie F 
You are a cool guy. I wish you a happy bucket filler day. Nick 
You have a great imagination. You are super kind. Thanks for being a great listener in leadership groups. 
Your jokes are really funny. Happy bucket filler day. Angus 
You are smart, kind and funny. Black Holes are cool! Dogs too. Happy bucket filler day. Wyatt 
You are so fast and your love for the huts is phenomenal. My favourite colour used to be pink. My 
favourite animal is a dog. Jude P 
Dogs are the best and you are fast. McKenzie 
You are a good year 1, you are very funny and kind. Maggie P 
You are a good brother to Theo. Adelaide 
I like you because you help me. Bronte 
You are a good brother to Theo and Violet. You make sure others are ok. You are a good table buddy. Francie 
You are a good year one and you are kind. Luka 
I love you, Heath. I love you all the way to space. You are the best brother in history. Theo 
I like your creativity and bubbly personality, and I like your drawings. Charlie 
You are a good friend because you play with me a lot. You are nice and caring, because you help people and 
play with lots of people. Zach 
You are a good brother, and it is fun when I play games with you. Henry 
You are a good friend to me and Luka. Tommy 
I like you because you are nice to the foundations, you help them. Eli 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Strawberry Icecream 
 Hot Wheels- Rock and 

Roll 
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    I am a good friend because…    
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